How to Usewww.ProCon.org

A Step by Step Guide to the Websites at ProCon.org
(last updated September 14, 2009)

When it comes to locating accurate information reuge important public issues, the World Wide
Web has plenty of thinly veiled propaganda sitesccurate and unsourced statistics, and the well-
known problem of disparate information located ialtiple places. Our websit@ww.ProCon.orgis
changing the web as it works to be the best omiearinghouse for accurate and unbiased information
through its web-based public issue websites.

The following information is a visual presentatiohhow to use ProCon.org and its multiple special
issue websites. We have reprinted images from @bsites and highlighted and explained specific
content areas to familiarize readers with sevezglddements of our sites.

The first portion of this guide focuses on the pagte, www.ProCon.org, while the second portion
delves into one of our special issue websitsdicalMarijuana.ProCon.org, which we selected over
the others because it is our oldest and most popudbsite.

I. The Parent Site:
www.ProCon.orgs the parent site, and it functions as a directorgur special issue websites. All of
the ProCon.org special issue websites can be aztéssn our homepage whether they Sies in
Development(4 sites are less than 80% complefakhived (4 sites are 100% complete), Active
(18 sited are between 80-95% complete).
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Welcome to ProCon.org.

We promote critical thinking, education, and informe | citizenship. Our
sites present controversial issues in a straightforward, nonpartisan,
primarily pro-con format.

PraCon.org is an independent, nonpartisan, 501 ) nonprfit public charity.
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Each standard zite takes uz avar 1,500 hours ta build. sites take lessthan 200 haurs, and [T sites take us atfut 50 hours.
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1. Big Three Auto Lt carchived 2009)

Business

Should the Big Three car manufacturers be bailed
out by the US government?

z. Insider Trading by Congress

Should insider trading by Congress be allowed?

Health & Medicine_

3. 2008 Election [zrchived 2008)

Politics

Which candidate would make the best US
Fresident?

10. Death Penalty
Should the death penalty be allowed?

11. Drinking Age IR
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17.
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Alternative Energy
Can alternative energy effectivaly replace fossil
fuels?

. Nuclear PowWer (srchived 1355)

How practical is nuclear power now and for the
future?
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= Follow Us on Twitter
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Law

7. ACLU
Iz the ACLU good for America™

3. Rose Bird [archived 1928)
Should Chief Justice Rose Bird be reconfirmead?

15 US - Iraq War
Should the US have attadked lrag?

Religion

1&6. Under God in the Pledge

Should the words"under God" be in the US
Fledge of Allegiance™

SPOI'tS and DI'I.IQS
Should performance enhancing drugsisuch as
steroids) be accepted in spors?



One of the unique content areasvanww.ProCon.org is our Toolbar with links to About Us, FAQS
Theoretical ExpertiseTeacher’'s Corner,Traffic, Contact Us Donate and Our Donors pages. By
clicking onthese links, visitors to ProCon.org.daarn more about\Qur organization’s history, staff
research practisgs, income and expenses, tratf

Other unique content areas includehe NewsOur White Board, and Readers’ Commemthich
appeain the left column of our homgpage.




Our unique content areas on the parent sitew{.ProCon.oryare updated regularly — sometimes
several times per week - so our visitors alwayshaw information to read. The majority of visitors
to the parent site usually click on one or moréhefspecial issue websites that interest them, thus
leaving the parent site for the more specializedqan information in one of our special issue
websites.

Il. Special Issue Websites:

Today, ProCon.org is made up of 22 individsiaécial issue website©Of these 22 individual special
issue websites, 19 are standard sites that takel¢gd@0 hours to build. They akéedical Marijuana
U.S.-Irag War "Under God" in thePledge of AllegianceéBorn Gay?" — Origins of Sexual
Orientation Israeli — PalestiniarConflict, theACLU, Euthanasia, Felon Voting, lllegihmigration,
Insider Trading by Congress, Milk, Prostitutiooting Machines, Sports and Drugs, Alternative
Energy, Death PenaltgndProstitution We also have archived websitesMuclear Power, 2008
Presidential Electionand former CA Supreme Court JustiRese Bird In agddition to standard sites,
we have one archived mini site Big Three Autdhat took less than 300 hours to build. The thype
of site is a micro site that takes about 50 hoatsuild. These currently includerescription Drug Ads
andDrinking Age.

Other special issue websites in developmenttealth Care Cell PhonesandSocial Networking.

Examples of key elements from our special issuesitebwill be taken from
MedicalMarijuana.ProCon.org since that website is the oldest and most popuildreoProCon.org
websites, so please assume that we just clickédeokledical Marijuana link above.

Each special issue website divides the controMassiae at hand into a number of information
categories includingey Resources (A)Main Issues (B) Sub-Issues (C)Questions (D) and
Biographies (E)



A. Key ResourcesThe colored boxes on the left side of each isswelssite constitute ouey
Resources Those Key Resources inclutieviinute Overview, Top 10 Pros and Cons, Did You
data created for thecpdat issue

i. TheTop 10 Pros and Consection takes about five minutes to read, providesnain arguments in
the issue presented, and should make readers movdddgeable on the particular subject than 90%
of their society.

ii. Thel-Minute Overview section goes into more depth on the subject’s mgsbrtant issues. After
that 1-minute read, our readers should know mar 89% of their society on that particular topic.

iii. TheDid You Know? section provides entertainment value by presetititg known fun facts to
engage our readers with our complex and importapics.



iv. Our proprietaryProjects contain charts, graphs, maps, photos and/or atfi@mnation created for

the specific issue’s website. For instance Nleelical Marijuanawebsite has a Key Resource called
Peer-Reviewed ScientifiStudies on Marijuanawhich contains data on the date/place the study was
published, a description of the study, and whethestudy was found to be pro, con, or not cleprty

or con.



B. Main Issues:These broad categories allow readers to quickly tine areas they would like to
explore. For example, tidedical Marijuanasite is divided intden main issuegthree highlighted
below with arrows: Medical Value, Risks, and US @&mment and Medical Marijuana, under which
are more specific Sub-Issues which \ill be discdssehe next section.

C. Sub-Issue Under each of thBedical Marijuanasite’s nine main issues are several Sub-Issues
with more specific subject areas. For exampleh@Risks main issue there dingee Sub-Issues.
Readers can click on one of those Sub-Issues ta bsteof related pro-con questiogs.




D. Question: After clicking on a Sub-Issue, the reader is presgwith several relateguestionsto
explore. The reader then clicks on whichever qaadte/she wants, and a screen appears with
Pro\Con,andGeneral ReferencgNot Clearly Pro or Conmesponses to that question. Responses

E. Sources:Thesourceof each quote is linked to an individdabgraphy containing the person’s pro
or con position to the site’s core question as aglinformation on that person’s education, work
experience, involvement, contact information, atiteorelevant datg.




F. Expertise: Evaluating the credibility of one person's statetméndifficult without knowing, for
example, each person's background, training, a&ifins, education, or experience. We feel that a
guide to a personBheoretical Expertisecan be helpful, so we have built theoretical expert
ranking charts for each ProCon.org website to Héfprentiate the theoretical credibility of the
various sources on our sites. Each source is asbi@h5 star rating based on the expertise they
should theoretically possess.




