How to UseProCon.org: A Step-by-Step Guide
(last updated March 9, 2011)

When it comes to locating accurate information rege important public issues, the World Wide
Web has plenty of thinly veiled propaganda siteaccurate and unsourced statistics, and often too
little information in too many places. Our websieyw.ProCon.org,is changing the Internet as it
works to be the best online clearinghouse for ateuand unbiased information on important public
issues.

The following information is a visual presentatioh how to use ProCon.org. We have reprinted
images from our issue websites and highlighted exjlained specific content areas to familiarize
readers with several key elements of our sites.

The first portion of this guide focuses on the pagte, www.ProCon.org, while the second portion
delves into one of our issue websitd&edicalMarijuana.ProCon.org, which we selected over the
others because it is our oldest and most populbsitee

I. The Parent Site:

www.ProCon.orgis the parent site, and it functions as a directoryour many issues. All of the
ProCon.org issue websites can be accessed fromhamepage whether they ak&ebsites in
Development (less than 80% completeArchived (100% complete), oActive (between 80-95%
complet¢).
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One of the unique content areasvaww.ProCon.org is our Toolbar with links to About Us, FAQS
Theoretical ExpertiseTeachers’ CornerJraffic, Contact Us Donate andDonors & Sponsorpages.
By clicking™an these links, visitors to ProCoq.argn learn more about our organization’s history,
staff, research i tlata, and more.
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Other unique content areas incldé®con.org in the New®©uyr White Board, and Readers’
Commentswhich appeam the left cofumn of our homep
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Il. Issue Websites:

ProCon.org is made up of 40 individusdue websitegas of Mar. 9, 2011). Of these 40 individual
issue websites, 20 are standard sites that toaklgb@0 hours to build. Examples of standard sites
includeEuthanasiaACLU, andDeath PenaltyThe other 20 sites are micro sites which takeiaB00
hours to build, Examples of micro sites incliRiescription Drug AdsDrinking Age, and Abortion.
Some of our websites, suchBig Three Auto Bailoy2008 Presidential ElegtigrandNuclear Power,
are archived when they are 100% complete and rgetampdated.
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Examples of key elements from our issue websitéd<beitaken from
MedicalMarijuana.ProCon.org since that website is the oldest and most popuilreoProCon.org
websites, so please assume that we just clickedeohedical Marijuana link above.

Each issue website divides the controversial isstand into a number of information categories
including Featured Resources (A)Main Issues (B) Questions (C) andBiographies (D)



A. Featured ResourcesThe boxes on the left side of each issue’s welsitstitute ouFeatured
Resources Those Featured Resources incliid@ 10 Pros and Cons, Did You Knovehdunique
proprietary Projectf charts, maps, or other datd created for the fSsue website (a

description of ¢ach section appears below).

i. TheTop 10 Pros and Consection takes about 5-10 minutes to read, proviteesnain arguments
in the issue presented, and should make readersknowledgeable on the particular subject than
90% of their society.

il. TheDid You Know? section provides entertainment value by preseiitithg known fun facts to
engage our readers with our complex and importpics.

iii. Our proprietaryProjects contain charts, graphs, maps, photos and/or atifi@maation created for
the specific issue’s website. For instance Mueelical Marijuanawebsite has a Featured Resource
calledPeer-Reviewed Studies on Marijuanavhich contains data on the date/place the study was
published, a description of the study, and whetherstudy was found to be pro, con, or not cleprty
or con.






B. Main Issues:These broad categories allow readers to quickly tine areas they would like to
explore. For example, tidedical Marijuanasite is divided intdlO main issuesincluding: Medical
Value, Risks, and US Government and Medical Manigua

Under each of thMedical Marijuanasite’s 10 main issues are several Sub-Issues wotie specific
subject areas. For example, in the Risks main igsere ardive Sub-IssuesReaders can click on one
of those Sub-Issues to see a list of related proggestions.

-
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C. Question:After clicking on a Sub-Issue, the reader is presgwith several relateguestionsto
explore. The reader then clicks on whichever qaadte/she wants, and a screen appears with
Pro\Con,andGeneral ReferencgNot Clearly Pro or Conmesponses to that question. Responses

D. Sources:Thesourceof each quote is linked to an individuabgraphy containing the person’s pro
or con position to the site’s core question as aglinformation on that person’s education, work
experience, involvement, contact information, atiteorelevant datg.




E. Expertise: Evaluating a person's expertise is difficult with&nowing each person's background,
training, affiliations, education, or experiencee Wéel that a guide to a persontseoretical

Expertise can be helpful, so we have built theoretical expentanking charts for each ProCon.org
website to help differentiate the theoretical experof the various sources on our sites. Eachceasr
assigned 4-5 stay rating based on the expertise they should theoreticakbggss.



