
Dear reader,

We had more visitors to ProCon.org in the last three months than any other quarter

in our history. We are so pleased that so many of you find our content so useful. We

have some fascinating new research highlighted below. Please enjoy.

1. 24 Constitutional Challenges to Federal Health Care Laws: Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) Under Fire

On June 29, 2011 a three-judge panel of the US Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit

ruled (2-1) to uphold the insurance mandate of the PPACA. Read about this case,

and 23 other constitutional challenges to the PPACA on our updated resource chart.

What are your views on the health care laws? Let us know on our comments page.

For our website on the pros and cons of the Mar. 2010 health care reform laws, click

here.

2. Chart of Energy Use by State and by Source, 2008

In 2008 (the latest year for which government data are available), the US used fossil

fuels (coal, natural gas, and petroleum) for 83.5% of its energy needs. Renewable

energy (wind, solar, and biofuels) accounted for 7.4%. Nuclear energy represented

8.4%. Our new chart breaks down energy use by source for all 50 states, and

provides comparative stats and percentages to help understand how states stack up

against each other. For our website on the pros and cons of whether alternative

energy can effectively replace fossil fuels, click here.

3. New York Becomes the Sixth State to Legalize Gay Marriage

Governor Andrew Cuomo signed a bill into law on June 24, 2011 that grants

same-sex couples the right to marry, more than doubling the number of Americans

living in states that allow same-sex marriage. New York joins five other states (MA,

CT, IA, VT, NH) and DC in legalizing same-sex marriage. For our website on the

pros and cons of gay marriage, click here.

4. Jail, Prison, Parole, and Probation Populations in the US, 1980-2009

The total correctional population in the US grew from 1,840,400 in 1980 to 7,255,800

in 2009. In 1980 there were 319,598 people in prison, and by 2009 that population

had expanded to 1,524,513 inmates. See the trends in various US correctional

populations over the last 30 years in our new chart and graph. For our website on

the pros and cons of felon voting, click here.

5. US Supreme Court Strikes Down Law Banning Sale of Violent Video Games

to Minors

On June 27, 2011, the US Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in Brown vs. Entertainment

Merchants Association that the California law banning the sale of violent video

games to minors violated free speech rights. In the majority opinion, Justice Antonin
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Scalia wrote, "A state possesses legitimate power to protect children from harm...

but that does not include a free-floating power to restrict the ideas to which children

may be exposed." For our website on the pros and cons of whether violent video

games contribute to youth violence, click here.

6. Teachers and librarians, if you have not already done so, please take two

minutes to share your thoughts on ProCon.org by completing our online survey. If

you had taken the survey before you used ProCon.org in your classroom, please

take the survey again and let us know what you and your students thought about

using ProCon.org.

7. If you like what we do, please make a tax-deductible donation to ProCon.org and

help keep critical thinking alive. If you can't make a financial contribution, then check

out the 20 other ways you can help ProCon.org for free.

We really appreciate your feedback, donations, and referrals to people in the media

and grant-making foundations, so please keep them coming.

Thanks as always for your interest in our nonpartisan research.

Sincerely, 

Kamy Akhavan

President & Managing Editor, ProCon.org

"Promoting Critical Thinking, Education, and Informed Citizenship"
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