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The difficu Bty Ries in finding st of the many websites attempting to do just that.

1 wil B focus my answer on the bestfree websites for high schoo I teachers and students.

new media as a tool to engage Each of these sites has concise background information on each issue and presents a

students in active citizenship. thorough exp B anation of the opposing positions.

There are a Bso many outstanding resources that require a fee or subscription; among the
best pay sites are CQ Researcher and Opposing Viewpoints ; check with your media
specia list to see if your schoo B or community Bibrary subscribes to these.

Which site works best for you depends on what type of issue you are Bearning about.

Forcurrent public policy issues, Bike iea I th care reform and immigration po Ricy, the
best three sites are be Bow. For a quick B ook at how each site presents the hea Il th care
debate, c Bick here: ProCon.orgNationall Discussion and Debate Series;Debatepedia .

1. ProCon.org
: an independent non -profit founded by Steven C. Markof€o provide resources for
criticall thinking and to educate without bids.

Strengths:

= Best student-oriented background information on each issue, inc Buding videos,
poRiticall cartoons, and infographics

m 40 current controwversiall issues

= Each issue contains a “core question ” and mu I tip Be subuestions that address
constitutionall, policy, and ethicall issues

m Extensive Bist of pro and con arguments for each question, excerpted from major
newspapers, and experts ’and poRiticall Weddeords

m Credibi ity of each source is rated with 5 stars based on procon.or
“theoretical expertise ranking”

m Lesson p Ban ideas
Weaknesses:

= No hyper Binks to originall sources

m Some issues are not re Bated to pubBic po Ricy or the Constitution

2. Nationall Discussion and Debate Series
: video, text, and Rinks from debates at the Uniwversity of Virgmhai | Ber Center of Public
Affairs. This program was created “to encourage a vigorous, we liffformed discussion on
the national stage about the major issues of our tine.
Strengths:

= Centered around video footage of a Bive debate among we lnbwn experts in a
formall setting

m PDF transcripts of each debate

m Excell Bent examp Bes of civill discourse and debate techniques
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m figh - Bevel academic "“white paper backgrounders and **jump to"* background
videos from PBS Newshour

Weaknesses:

m Content is designed for high - Bevell readers with some background know Bedge of
the issue; background information may be inaccessib B e to strugg Bing readers

m Onlly 13 current controwversiall public poRicy issues

m Updated annuall By, does not inc Bude very recent deve I opments

3. Debatepedia

: “the Wikipedia of debates ...an encyc Bopedia of pro and con arguments and quotes. A
project of the

Internationa l Debate Education Association (IDEA)

, ""Debatepedia utilizes . . .wiki tectnoBogy . . . to engage you and other editors in
centralizing arguments and quotes found in editoria ll's,-eqs, books, and around the

web into comprehensive pro/con artic Bes.”

Strengths:

= Un Rimited number of issues
m Constant ly updated by users

m Students can add content
Weaknesses:

m Like Wikipedia, content is added by users —not professionall editors-so qua lity
and credibi Bity can be questionab le

= Many issues Back depth

m Background information is minima B for many issues

Forvery recent events that have not yet been clearly defined as a policy or
constitutional issue, Bike the January 8, 2011 shootings in Tucson, Arizona, the best site
is PBS Newstfour Extra . This site inc Budes background readings, video c Bips from PBS

NewsHour, Besson pBans, and dai ly updates.

Other sites for teaching about current controversial
issues:

Teaching With the News : Created by the CHOICES program at Brown Uniwversity.

Frequent By updated with free Besson p Bans, video c Rips, and mu I tip Be perspectives on

current g Boball issues and foreign po Bicy controwversies.

Teachab ReMoment.org: Created by the Morningstar Center for Teaching Sociall
Responsibi Bity. Updated with a new topic from the news each week. Less ba Banced than
the three sites abowe, it reRies primari By on the New York Times for content.

Today's Best Polliticall CartoUpdated daily, archived by topic, and searchable. Poll
cartoons are an engaging too I for students to probe current issues and controwersies.

DoSomething.org: Focused on inspiring young peop e to vo Bunteer to take action to solve
prob Bems in their communities. Good background on many prob Bems, but with a focus on

vo Bunteerism more than po Bicy discussion.
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