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Balance of Freedom & Safety PBAT  
GUIDING QUESTIONS  

What rights do the Constitution and the Bill of Rights Guarantee? To Whom? 

Under what circumstances can our rights be limited by the government? 

Which rights (if any) are expendable in the name of safety? 

From the Declaration of Independence: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

Powers from the consent of the governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 

of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 

foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 

effect their Safety and Happiness.    

 
Important Websites 

Remember you MUST cite your sources so keep track of where you got which information. Use 
Easybib.com to create a citation from a web address: 

If you need more general background knowledge, go back to Brainpop.com.  (bcsstudent and bcs)  Watch "The Constitution," 

and "The Bill of Rights" 

 

Constitution and Bill of Rights 

The Constitution of the United States  

Our Constitutional Rights Are a BFD - Explains Constitutional Issues in easier language  

A Clear and Present Danger - When Can the 1st Amendment Be Limited?  

How the Supreme Court has Interpreted Right to Exercise Religion  

Supreme Court Interpretation of Free Speech  

The Fourth Amendment and the Exclusionary Rule  

The Sixth Amendment - the Supreme Court Interpretation  

 

Three Branches of Government 

Truman Library: 3 Branches  

Brainpop: Branches of Government  

Ben's Guide to the US Government  

 

The Patriot Act 

The Patriot Act Explained from PBS: FlashPoint  
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Pro and Con Debate: Has the Patriot Act Benefitted the U.S.?  

Frontline: Spying on the Home Front  

NPR: Patriot Act Pro and Con  

 

The Japanese Internment Camps 

Multimedia Story of the Japanese Internment experience  

Supreme Court Cases related to immigrants, including Japanese Interment  

New Articles during the Evacuation of all Japanese from San Francisco  

The Story in Photos 
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