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What is a Pathfinder?

A pathfinder gives you sources of information, just like M

a bibliography, but it consists of sources that have been
selected as being the best for your project. It also gives
you guidance for going out to explore on your own.
Remember, you are not limited to the sources posted
on the pathfinder.

Search terms:

These are terms you might use as you search the internet or other
online computer resources. If you get too many results, you will
need to think of more specific terms. (ex.) — Civil War — (too
broad); key battles during the Civil War — (narrow).

Subject Headings:

When searching the card catalog for a subject, there are specific
terms you must use. These are called subject headings. You will
find listed those specific terms to be used when doing a subject
search using the card catalog. By using these terms, your search
can be very specific. (ex.) — animal rights, animal rights
movement, animal experimentation

Call Number:

If you would like to browse the shelves to see what materials on
your topic are available, you would use the call numbers you find
when doing a card catalog search. Our library and most public
libraries use the Dewey Decimal System. Chicago Public Library
and many college libraries use the Library of Congress system of
classification.

Library Catalogs:

You may use our library in order to see what is available here at
Butler Junior High. The Dupage Library System catalog is also
listed. You can search the system and request the materials that
you need to be picked up at the library of your choice.

Databases:
Opposing Viewpoints
Issues and Controversies

Grolier Online
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Elibrary and Historical
Newspapers Allows
access to over 1,200
magazine and
newspaper articles,
books, pictures,
transcripts, and maps
on a wide range of
topics

First Search Access to
magazine and journal
articles with full text.

Grolier Online A
gateway to the
following research
portals: Encyclopedia
Americana, Grolier
Multimedia

Encyclopedia, The New

Books of Knowledge,
Popular Science, Lands
and Peoples, and
America the Beautiful

Issues and
Controversies and
Science Online A
comprehensive review
of both sides of
controversial issues. It
is an ideal reference
source for debate
preparation.

Novelist A reader’s
advisory resource that
offers a wide range of
titles.

Opposing Viewpoints A
comprehensive review
of both sides of
controversial issues. It
is an ideal reference
source for debate
preparation.
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*First Search
*See Mrs. Costin for password and instructions
Helpful Websites:
Speak Out
Public Agenda Online
Pro Con.org
Multnomah County Library
General Reference Websites:
Awesome Library
Internet Public Library
The Reference Desk
Research Help:
Search Tools for Students

Oregon School Library Information System — Takes you through
the research process from start to finish.

Search Engine Showdown
Noodle Tools

Library Catalogs:

Dupage Library System
Metropolitan Library System
Organizations:

Check for organizations that specialize in the subject area you are
interested in.

Create a free edublog to get your own comment avatar (and
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