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  Welcome to Hekman Library

Welcome to the ENG101C Information Literacy page.  I'll use this guide only to highlight 
what is unique to your research assignment and to provide general tips and tricks to 

make your research easier and more fruitful.  Please go to  
http://libguides.calvin.edu/content.php?pid=20457 for a detailed description of much of 
what I'll cover in class.
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Your Assignment

You have been asked to write an essay exploring the pros and cons of some controversial 

issue in which you are particularly interested and then take your own position on that 

issue.  There are a number of resources that might help you think about the issue you 
want to pick:

l CQ Researcher  
This Research Database has been particularly designed for students. It covers selected 

issues and provides opposing views on each one. The articles are lengthy and substantial. 

Recent issues covered include the legalization of Marijuana, how to deal with Afghanistan, 

student rights, and the climate and energy. Articles include an extensive bibliography . Look to 

the bottom of the article for "how to cite" information.

l Santa Monica College Research Tops  
This is a great college web site. In addition to providing topic ideas, it identifies resources. 

Just keep in mind that you are searching their catalog and not ours. You need to get back to 

the Hekman Library site to find what we have.

l ProCon.Org  
This handy site covers about 25 issues that are pretty hot right now, like lowering the drinking 

age and legalizing medical marijuana. It provides an extensive list of pros and cons. However, 

you will need to do quite a bit more research. This would just get you started.

l Reference Shelf Series  
This is a print series of short booklets on a variety of controversial issues. The most recent 

title is: 

U.S. national debate topic 2009-2010 : Social services for the poor  

PE1435 .R4 V.81 NO.3 

To identify all advailable, do an advanced search in WebCat, type in Reference Shelf in the 

top box, and select Series from the drop down menu.
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