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WHAT IS A CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES DISCUSSION?

An idea or viewpoint may be considered an issue if a number of
people disagree about statements and assertions made in
connection with the proposition. Issues that deeply divide a
society, that generate conflicting explanations and solutions
based on alternative value systems, are considered controversial
(Stradling 1984).

Given this definition, the scope of issues that might be considered
controversial is quite broad. The content of issues may vary from
local problems to issues on the international scene. The censoring
of books in a school library, the immigration policy of the United
States, and the environmental state of the world would each
prove to be rich subjects for controversial issue discussions.
Although each reflects a problem area at a different level of
public policymaking, they are all topics that foster a wide range of
sharply differing opinions.
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