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Researching an Argument   
This guide will help you research and find evidence to support an argument. Students writing an argumentative essay for ENG&101, creating a persuasive 
speech, or taking CMST 245 will find this guide useful. 
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Arguable topics 

There's no shortage of arguable topics in the world.  

This page will lead you to some places to find and explore such topics. 
  

Find a topic in a database 

Databases are great places to look for topics. Two of the library's databases, CQ Researcher and Opposing 
Viewpoints, provide excellent topic lists: 
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Find a topic in the news 

Newspapers are ripe with arguable topics! Headlines can generate topics. Here's an example of converting headlines to 
topics from the New York Times home page: 

 

  

You can read front pages from newspapers around the world at the Newseum website: 
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Find a topic on the web 
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Print encyclopedia set with thousands of topic ideas 

 

Social issues in America : an encyclopedia - James Ciment, editor

Call Number: REFERENCE COLLECTION: 361.97303 S678 2006 

ISBN: 9780765680617 
Excellent lengthy articles including primary source material. Details on each volume: 

 

v. 1. Abortion and reproductive issues - Campaign finance reform -- v. 2. Cancer - Disability rights -- v. 3. Divorce and child custody - Gun 

violence and gun control -- v. 4. Hate crimes - Media consolidation -- v. 5. Media sex and violence -- Pornography -- v. 6. Poverty and wealth - 

Superstores vs. Main Street -- v. 7. Sweatshops - Xenophobia and Nativism -- v. 8. Index. 
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