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21st Century America
Janesville Virtual Academy
Twenty-first Century America is a study of the major issues in contemporary United States.  Through a variety of modern and historical research activities, students enrolled in this course will analyze major social, economic, and political events that impact modern America.  Students will gain an historical and a modern understanding of issues like the War on Terrorism, the War in Iraq, the energy crisis, US immigration, and aging America.  Upon completion students will earn a .5 credit.  
Resources Needed:
· Students will be using online resources available at Janesville Parker High School LMC website.  
Access and passwords to these databases will be made available by contacting the Parker LMC. 
· Parker LMC Online Resources Needed:
· World Book Online
· ABC-CLIO American History
· Accunet/AP Multimedia Achive
· A few books available from Hedberg Public Library (Call #’s provided)

· One video from Hedberg Public Library or Interlibrary Loan 

· Various Internet websites (Access links by holding Control button and click on hyperlinks)

· Microsoft Programs:  Word, Paint, PowerPoint, Movie Maker

· Recordable CD (If needed, available from the Parker LMC)

· Headset/microphone (If needed, available for check out from the Parker LMC)
Assessment:

· Each assignment should be submitted to the instructor with the assignment # and title
· Each assignment will be assessed (Advanced, Proficient, Basic, or Incomplete) according the scoring guide provided on the following page

· Students must score Advanced or Proficient on 80% of the assignments and Advanced, Proficient, or Basic on 100% of the assignments to earn a .5 Social Studies credit
Standards:
· This course addresses the following Wisconsin Academic Standards for Social Studies:  
· A.12.2 Analyze information generated from a computer about a place, including statistical sources, aerial and satellite images, and three-dimensional models
· A.12.13 Give examples and analyze conflict and cooperation in the establishment of cultural regions and political boundaries

· B.12.1 Explain different points of view on the same historical event, using data gathered from various sources, such as letters, journals, diaries, newspapers, government documents, and speeches

· B.12.2 Analyze primary and secondary sources related to a historical question to evaluate their relevance, make comparisons, integrate new information with prior knowledge, and come to a reasoned conclusion

· B.12.3 Recall, select, and analyze significant historical periods and the relationships among them

· B.12.5 Gather various types of historical evidence, including visual and quantitative data, to analyze issues of freedom and equality, liberty and order, region and nation, individual and community, law and conscience, diversity and civic duty; form a reasoned conclusion in the light of other possible conclusions; and develop a coherent argument in the light of other possible arguments

· B.12.8 Recall, select, and explain the significance of important people, their work, and their ideas in the areas of political and intellectual leadership, inventions, discoveries, and the arts, within each major era of Wisconsin, United States, and world history

· B.12.9 Select significant changes caused by technology, industrialization, urbanization, and population growth, and analyze the effects of these changes in the United States and the world

· B.12.11 Compare examples and analyze why governments of various countries have sometimes sought peaceful resolution to conflicts and sometimes gone to war

· B.12.15 Identify a historical or contemporary event in which a person was forced to take an ethical position, such as a decision to go to war, the impeachment of a president, or a presidential pardon, and explain the issues involved

· B.12.17 Identify historical and current instances when national interests and global interests have seemed to be opposed and analyze the issues involved

	21st Century America Scoring Guide

Assignments
	Advanced

Creative and complete development of all elements
	Proficient

All elements fully developed
	Basic

Some missing or undeveloped  elements
	Incomplete

Missing most or all the required elements

	1. 9/11 Documentary Review 
	
	
	
	

	2. 9/11 Living Memories
	
	
	
	

	3. 9/11 Reflection PowerPoint
	
	
	
	

	4. Afghanistan (Middle East) Map
	
	
	
	

	5. Afghanistan Graphic Organizer
	
	
	
	

	6. Explain the Return of Taliban
	
	
	
	

	7. Research Soldier in Afghanistan
	
	
	
	

	8. Understanding the Enemy List
	
	
	
	

	9. Understanding Islam List
	
	
	
	

	10. Overview Homeland Sec.
	
	
	
	

	11. Challenges to Freedom
	
	
	
	

	12. Iraq (Middle East)Map
	
	
	
	

	13. Iraq War Organizer
	
	
	
	

	14. Support/Opposition Iraq 
	
	
	
	

	15. Pro/Con Iraq War Paper
	
	
	
	

	16. Fallen Soldiers’ Videos 
	
	
	
	

	17. Fallen Soldiers’ Letters
	
	
	
	

	18. Hot Politics Video 
	
	
	
	

	19. Alternative Energy Chart
	
	
	
	

	20. Energy PowerPoint
	
	
	
	

	21. Cause/ Effect Baby Boomers
	
	
	
	

	22. Population Graphs
	
	
	
	

	23. Analyzing Census Data
	
	
	
	

	24. Living Old Video
	
	
	
	

	25. Investing in Aging Society
	
	
	
	

	26. Life Expectancy
	
	
	
	

	27. Debating Social Security
	
	
	
	

	28. US Immigration Timeline
	
	
	
	

	29. Immigration Documentary
	
	
	
	

	30. Immigrant Podcast
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War on Terrorism

The attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon (9-11-2001) by Osama Bin Laden’s Al Qaeda launched the US into a War on Terrorism and Bin Laden’s forces.  This lesson will examine the events of 9/11, the US counterattack into Afghanistan, and US homeland security issues since the attacks.

9/11
On the morning of September 11, 2001, brothers Jules and Gedeon Naudet were working on a documentary about a rookie New York City firefighter. Hearing a roar in the sky, Jules turned his camera upward--just in time to film the only existing image of the first plane crashing into the World Trade Center Tower 1. With cameras rolling, the Naudets follow NYC firefighters into the heart of what would be known as Ground Zero. This documentary is a striking tribute to real-life heroes who rose to extraordinary acts of courage and compassion.   (9/11 Summary, Paramount Pictures, 2002)

Assignment #1 9/11 Documentary Review 
· Watch the documentary titled 9/11 and fully answer the reflection questions below.

· Documentary available at Hedberg Public Library
· 9/11 directed by Jules Naudet, Gedeon Naudet, James Hanlon, Paramount Pictures, 2002.
· Hedberg Adult DVD Non Fiction  973.931 NINE
· 9/11 Reflection Questions: (minimum 100-150 words per answer)

1.  What are the most horrifying moments of this documentary and why?

2.  What are some heroic moments in the documentary?  (Explain)

3.  Would you have went to Ground Zero to film this documentary on 9/11?  Why or why not?

4.  Did you like or dislike the documentary?  (Explain, possibly compare to other 9/11 movies)

Assignment #2 9/11 Living Memories
· Interview five people with living memories of the 9/11/2001 historic events.  

· Ask them some of the following questions, and then summarize each interviewees’ memories 

· Possible Questions:

· Where were you when you found out about the 9/11 attacks?

· How did you or people around you react to the attacks?

· How did 9/11 affect you?

· Do you have any personal connection with the 9/11 events?

· How did or has 9/11 changed your life?

· For each summary, identify the interviewee and their relationship to you (boss, parent, friend, etc.) 

Assignment #3 9/11 Reflection PowerPoint

· Further research the events of 9/11 at the CNN website http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2002/america.remembers/
· Reflecting on your research, create a 15-20 slide PowerPoint reflection about 9/11

· Find images for your PowerPoint at the CNN website

· Provide images about the attacks, the victims, the heroes, the clean up, and the aftermath

· Explain each image and how it relates to the 9/11 story

Afghanistan War

Geography:

Assignment #4: Afghanistan (Middle East) Map
1. Copy and paste the map below into Microsoft Paint

2. Consult a map of the Middle East from World Book Online as a guide to creating your own map

3. Utilizing the fill feature of Paint, color in Afghanistan with a distinct color (other than blue) and all other countries in a common dull color.

4. Utilizing the fill feature of Paint, color in the nearby water bodies blue.

5. Using the text tool in Paint, label each of the countries and water bodies

6. Copy and paste your finished product into a Word Document and label the map Middle East: Afghanistan
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Afghanistan War
Background Information:

Browse “Middle East Wars: Afghanistan” in ABC-CLIO United States at War database to develop necessary background information about Afghanistan the war.  

Assignment #5:  Afghanistan War Graphic Organizer
· Fill in on the following graphic organizer two additional events that led the United States into the War in Afghanistan and explain the significance of each event.
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Afghanistan War 
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Following the Al Qaeda attacks, the United States was in hot pursuit of Osama Bin Laden and the terrorists responsible for the 9-11 attacks.  The ruling party in Afghanistan, the Taliban, had given refuge to Bin Laden.  As a result, the US went to war in Afghanistan pledging to fight the terrorists and find Bin Laden.  US forces temporarily toppled the Taliban, but Bin Laden escaped and the Taliban & Al Qaeda remain at war with the US.

Assignment #6 Explanation of the Return of Taliban 

· View online the PBS Frontline episode on “The Return of the Taliban”  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/taliban/view/
· After viewing the episode, explain the following points in a minimum of 150 words each

1. Describe the influence the Taliban tries to impose on Afghanistan

2. Explain how the Taliban uses Pakistan in fighting US forces

3. Explain how Pakistan is a “breeding ground” for jihadists

4. Explain the US new approach in dealing with Pakistan and the Taliban

Assignment #7 Research US Soldier in Afghanistan

· Read through the Afghanistan War blog of Captain Scott Delius of the US National Guard http://afghanistanjag.blogspot.com/
· Be sure to explore Captain Deluis blog from his deployment until his return to the U.S. 

· Find posts that explains each of the following points about the War in Afghanistan

1. What are holidays like for soldiers serving in Afghanistan?

2. What is the climate/weather and geography of Afghanistan like?

3. What are living accommodations like for US soldiers in Afghanistan?

4. How did Captain Deluis personally help the Afghanistan people?

5. What was difficult about serving in Afghanistan for Captain Deluis?

· Cut and paste a post of Captain Deluis below each question listed above into a Word Document.  

· One post for each question.   Five posts total.

Assignment #8 Understanding the Enemy List

· Browse the CNN website about Osama Bin Laden to understand the tactics of Al Qaeda http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/trade.center/binladen.section.html
· Create a list of 10 tactics used by Al Qaeda in fighting U.S. forces

Assignment #9  Understanding Islam List

· Many Americans think (incorrectly) that Osama Bin Laden represents the beliefs of all Muslims (followers of Islam).

· Read the overview of Islam and list 5 aspects of Islam that has nothing to do with terrorism

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/trade.center/islam/
Homeland Security
Since 9/11, the United States Government has been more actively involved in preventing future terrorist attacks in the United States.  The Department of Homeland Security was designed to protect the United States from terrorist attacks.

Assignment #10 Overview Homeland Security

· Read about Homeland Security in World Book Online
· Identify seven features and strategies of Homeland Security and fill them in on the organizational chart below


[image: image2]
Assignments #11 Challenges to Freedom 

· Consider the challenges to the Bill of Rights posed by Homeland Security measures by watching online the Frontline episode Spying on the Home Front http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/homefront/view/
· Identify and explain 5 ways (min. 75 words) US citizens are being spied on by Homeland Security 

· Write an (200-400 word) opinion paper on whether you agree or disagree with the Homeland Security efforts to find terrorist by spying on Americans.  Fully explain your position.

Iraq War

The 2003 War in Iraq has developed into one of the most controversial wars in United States History.  This lesson will explore the origins of the war and its development.

Geography:
Utilize a map of the Middle East from World Book Online to create your own map using Microsoft Paint 

Assignment #12: Iraq (Middle East)Map
7. Copy and paste the map below into Microsoft Paint

8. Consult a map of the Middle East from World Book Online as a guide to creating your own map

9. Utilizing the fill feature of Paint, color in Iraq with a distinct color (other than blue) and all other countries in a common dull color.

10. Utilizing the fill feature of Paint, color in the nearby water bodies blue.

11. Using the text tool in Paint, label each of the countries and water bodies

12. Copy and paste your finished product into a Word Document and label the map Middle East: Iraq War
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Iraq War

Background Information:

Read “Iraq War” article in World Book Online to develop necessary background information about the war.  

Assignment #13:  Iraq War Graphic Organizer
· Fill in on the following graphic organizer four additional events that led the United States into the War in Iraq and explain the significance of each event.
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Iraq War

Going to War:

Many people debated the United States’ decision to go to war in Iraq in 2003.    Read “Disagreements over the War” in the World Book Online “Iraq War” article to identify different positions taken about the United States (US) decision to invaded Iraq.

Assignment #14:  Support/Opposition Iraq War Chart
· From the article, identify supporters and opponents to the United States’ decision to go to war in Iraq and state several reasons each group was for or against the war.  Complete the chart below.

	People, Groups

Opposed To 
War in Iraq
	Reasons Opposed to War

	
	

	People, Groups Supporting  
Iraq War
	Reasons Support War in Iraq

	
	


Assignment #15:  Pro/Con Iraq War Position Paper

· Browse the ProCon.org website link below for more positions supporting/opposing the War in Iraq

· After reviewing several points, write a 250-500 word essay about your personal position on the War in Iraq

· Provide at least 3 specific facts or opinions from the ProCon.org site to support your positions.

· Cite the people from the ProCon.org site who align with your opinion  http://usiraq.procon.org/
Iraq War

[image: image11.wmf]
Voices of the Fallen: 
Thousands of American soldiers have sacrificed their lives in the Iraq War.  Link to the following Newsweek issue to watch video excerpts about US soldiers and read letters/e-mails from the “fallen.” 

http://www.newsweek.com/id/39004
Assignment #16 Fallen Soldiers’ Video Reflections
· Watch each of the six videos from the “Voices of the Fallen” Newsweek series and write a reflection about each video addressing each of the questions below.  

· Appropriately label each video reflection with the video title

· Minimum 150 words per video reflection

Video #1: Alan Rowe

· What were some of the daily duties Alan was involved in Iraq?

· How did Alan feel he was able to help the Iraqi people?

Video#2:  Michael Mundell

· Why was letter writing so important to Michael and his family?

· How was Michael killed?

· What was ironic about Michael’s last letter before being killed?

Video #3:  Michael Martino

· What did Michael’s Iraqi interpreter tell him about life under Saddam Hussein?

· Why did Michael think he was called to fight in the Iraq War?

Video #4:  Stephen M. McGowan

· Where did Stephen spend most of his time eating and sleeping in Iraq? (Describe)

· What does McGowan indicates is the reason he fights in this war?

· What was Stephen’s relationship like with most Iraqis?

Video #5: Letters from Iraq

· How did Newsweek get access to these letters from US soldiers?

· How were some soldiers, like Ken Ballad and Pat Tillman, killed in Iraq?

Video #6:  More Voices: War Grows Grimmer

· Why was President Bush upset with the Democratic Congress?

· Why did some of the soldiers indicate they were fighting the War in Iraq?

· What was the most interesting/moving piece of information you learned in all of these videos?

Assignment #17 Fallen Soldiers’ Letters Reflections
· Read through letters and e-mails in Newsweek’s Voices of the Fallen to answer the following questions. 

· Minimum 100 words for each question answered

1. What did the soldiers like about Iraq?

2. What did the soldiers hate about Iraq?

3. What was some of the war jargon used by the soldiers in their letters/e-mails?

4. What is the environment like in Iraq?

5. What signs of hope did the soldiers see in Iraq?

Energy Crisis

[image: image12.wmf]
Many factors have moved the topic of energy use up the United States’ list of 21st century concerns.  This lesson will look at the factors effecting energy use in America and possible solutions to energy-related problems.

Background:

Assignment #18  Hot Politics Video Questions

· Watch the Frontline Episode, Hot Politics, for background information related to the energy/environmental  crisis facing the United States and the world  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hotpolitics/view/
· Answer the following questions (75-150 words)
1. When and how did climate change become a national issue?

2. What are some specific examples of politicians failing to address energy use and climate change?

3. What are some specific examples of politicians attempting to curb energy use and climate change?

4. How have some big businesses attempted to promote less energy use and pollution?

5. What looks to be the consequences for the globe as temperatures rise?

Alternative Energies:

Assignment #19  Alternative Energy Chart

· Sources of energy, other than oil, are often touted as solutions to the energy and climate crisis in the United States.  

· Create a chart in a Word document that details the pro and cons of each of the alternative energy sources described in the article “The Future of Energy” http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/hotpolitics/reports/procon.html
Solutions:

Assignment #20  Energy Solutions PowerPoint

· Research the Internet for 10-15 more solutions to the energy/climate crisis

· Research on websites from reputable educational, media, government, business, or non-profit organizations

· Consult the Janesville Virtual Academy Internet Evaluation Worksheet for criteria

· http://www.janesville.k12.wi.us/jva/documents/Internet%20Evaluation.doc
· Create a 10-15 slide PowerPoint outlining the solutions to the energy climate crisis

· On each slide, insert a relevant image with the related research points
Aging in America
A dramatic increase in the number of babies born occurred in the United States in the two decades following World War II.  The baby boomers, as this generation has been labeled, are now reaching retirement age.  This lesson will examine how America will have to adapt, as the elderly become the largest segment of American society.

Background:

Assignment #21    Cause & Effect Baby Boomers

· Research using online encyclopedias (such as Britannica, Encarta, World Book) to briefly identify key causes of the baby boom era and big effects this population increase has had on the United States.

· Fill out the cause and effect organizer below 
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Aging America:  Census Data

The following figures from the US Census Bureau indicate changes in the US population.  

Assignment #22 Population Graphs

· Before analyzing the data below, recreate the date into bar graphs 

· Double click on each bar graph below and finish inputting the appropriate figures into the datasheets
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Complete  a bar graph for each of the four census reports

	1940 Census

	Ages
	Percent Population

	0-19
	34.4

	20-39
	32.3

	40-59
	22.9

	60+
	10.4
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	1980 Census

	Ages
	Percent Population

	0-19
	31.8

	20-39
	32.2

	40-59
	20.2

	60+
	15.8
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	2006 Census

	Ages
	Percent Population

	0-19
	27.5

	20-39
	27.4

	40-59
	28

	60+
	17


[image: image18.png]



	Census Projected 2020

	Ages
	Percent

	0-19
	26.7

	20-39
	26.3

	40-59
	24.2

	60+
	22.8


[image: image19.wmf]Aging America

Assignment #23 Analyzing Census Data

· Use the data and graphs from Activity #22  to explain (175-200 words) the trends in US population  

· Cite at least 3 specific data from the graphs and charts

Assignment #24 Living Old Video

· Watch online the Frontline episode “Living Old” about aging America and answer the questions below http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/livingold/view/    (100-200 words per answer)

1. What are some of the reasons why the United States population is getting older?

2. What is the crisis facing the United States as its population ages? (Explain)

3. Where will most Americans end up living out the last years of their lives?  (Describe experiences)

4. How did Wayne Elliot experience a “Good Death?”

5. How does technology blur the lines of living and dying for the elderly?

6. How do some Americans prepare ahead time for end the life decisions?

Assignment #25   Investing in Aging Society

· As the US ages, much of the country’s economy will focus on caring for the elderly

· Create a list of 10-15 ways you could invest your money or make a living caring for the elderly considering how the boomers are changing America

· Browse through one or more of the following books for ideas

· Atlas of the Baby Boom Generation; Hamilton, Neil; (Parker LMC, REF 973.92 Ham)
· Boomer Century, 1946-2046; Richard Croker; (Hedberg Public Library, 305.240973 CROKE)
· Generation Ageless; Smith, J. Walker; (Hedberg Public Library, 303.3864)
Assignment #26  Life Expectancy

· The expansion of life expectancy is contributing to America getting older.  Research shows that people who live longer tend to liver richer, healthier lives than those who die younger.  

· Figure out how long you are expected to live using the life expectancy calculator http://calculator.livingto100.com/calculator/start
· Some the questions you will have to answer by predicting how you will live your adult years

· Cut and paste your life expectancy and feedback results from the questionnaire into a Word document 

· Write a short reflection (100-150 words ) explaining what you learned about living healthy

Assignment #27  Debating Social Security
· Many think the greatest obstacle facing an aging America is the depletion of Social Security funds as Baby Boomers require more funding for government retirement benefits (Medicare, Medicaid, monthly pension).

· Link to and listen to the two podcast programs that summarize opposing views on future America’s ability to care for its elderly 

· Marketplace, Selling Social Security http://marketplace.publicradio.org/shows/2005/05/02/PM200505021.html
· On Point, Social Security Reform  http://www.onpointradio.org/shows/2005/02/20050204_a_main.asp
· Create a list of 10-15 ideas for Social Security reform, cite your source by each idea

US Immigration 

Immigration to the United States has been on a steady rise in recent decades.  Like all migration periods, 21st century immigration patterns are altering American society.  This lesson will overview the history of immigration to the United States, highlight the controversies related to US immigration policies, and examine the 21st century immigration experience. 

Assignment #28 US Immigration Timeline

· Visit the Ellis Island website to browse through a timeline of US immigration history http://www.ellisisland.org/immexp/wseix_4_3.asp?
· In a Word document, make your own timeline noting the top three countries/regions immigrants came from during each era. 

· Explain in a paragraph (100-200 words) what you know about your own family’s migration story to the United States

Assignment # 29 US Immigration Documentary

· Following the detailed instruction to create a documentary about US Immigration using Movie Maker

Step 1:  Search & Save Images 

· The immigration essay on the next page will be the narrative of your documentary

· You need to find photos/images related to each of the highlighted words in the essay

· Begin searching for images using legal databases: 

· ABC-CLIO      *Accunet      *World Book Online   *www.loc.gov
· Photo/Image Copyright Review: 

· For the most part, copyrighted material (including images and music) cannot be used without permission from whoever owns the rights.  

· Realize search engines (such as Yahoo/Google/Ask) do not grant permission for images to be used.  

· Understand that approved school & government databases are already full of approved images   

· Right click on desired images and select  “Save picture As”

· Name each photo with the highlighted word in the narrative

· Create a single folder to save your images
Step 2: Layout Photos

· Open Windows Movie Maker and import your images using the task bar
· Drag the images in the Movie Maker from the collection frame to the storyboard in the order of the  narrative.  (For instance, first a picture of United States, then a picture of the world, then….etc.) 

Step 3: Title Page 

· Using the task bar again, insert an appropriate title page with your byline

Step 4: Voiceover

· Using a headset/microphone (available for check out from Parker LMC),  begin recording the narrative found on the next page

· Click on the microphone by the Movie Maker storyboard to get to the recording studio

· Record the narration in short segments

· Speak slowly with relevant tone and appropriate volume

Step 5: Image Editing 

· Match the images with the narration by stretching/shrinking photos as necessary on the timeline

Step 6: Finalize & Save Project 

· Convert your Movie Maker to a movie file (wmv) by selecting “Save Movie File”

· Save a copy of your movie file (wmv file) to a recordable CD to submit to your instructor
US Immigration (Documentary Narrative)
The United States—often known as the “Melting Pot”—has long been the world's chief receiving nation for immigrants and refugees from all over the world.   Most American immigrants have come to the United States for various economic, political, and/or social reasons 

The US has had four major periods of immigration. The first wave began with the colonists of the 1600's from typically Britain and reached a peak just before the Revolutionary War in 1776.  Blacks from West Africa came to the colonies involuntarily as slaves during this time.  The second major flow of immigrants—from mostly Ireland and Germany—started in the 1820's and lasted until the early 1870's . The greatest in pouring of people—from eastern and southern Europe—took place from the 1880's to the early 1920's. 

The modern wave of immigration began in 1965 with amendments to the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952.  The lessening of immigration restrictions produced major changes in immigration patterns to the United States. More immigrants could now come from Latin America and Asian countries—including Mexico, India, China, the Philippines, Cuba, Vietnam, the Dominican Republic, South Korea, Colombia, and Ukraine. Far more immigrants come from Mexico than from any other country. 

People who seek legal admission to the United States apply at the U.S. consulate in their home country for a visa. They must prove, among other things, that they do not have an infectious disease or a criminal record. Immigration laws favor relatives of U.S. citizens, refugees, and people with skills needed in the United States. Others may have to wait years, particularly in countries that have many people wishing to emigrate.

The problem of illegal immigration has grown steadily. Experts estimate that millions of illegal aliens live in the United States. Illegal aliens, also called undocumented aliens, are noncitizens living in a country without proper visas or other documents. A majority of undocumented aliens in the United States are from Mexico.

As legal and illegal immigrant populations continue to climb, the issue is frequently debated in the United States.  
Opponents of growing immigration believe too many immigrants hurt the US economy by consuming a high amount of government resources (like welfare) and take jobs away from resident Americans.  They often regard undocumented aliens as criminals and, therefore, support deportation for illegal immigrants.  Immigrant opponents also argue that the nation’s identity and language are disappearing with large numbers of Latinos migrating to the US.  Immigrant opponents see support of immigration as reckless and unpatriotic.

Immigrant supporters believe immigration benefits the US economy through more tax revenue, inexpensive workers, and money in circulation. They argue that immigrants perform jobs that keep American society running smoothly. Proponents often believe immigrants bring good values and have motivations consistent with the American dreams of freedom and opportunity.  Immigrant supporters see opposition to immigration as hypocritical and prejudicial.
Regardless of the benefits and drawbacks of both legal and illegal immigration, the issue promises to retain its position as one of the most controversial in 21st Century America.
(Sources:  World Book Online, ProCon.org, BalancedPolitics.org, ABC-CLIO)

Assignment #30  Immigrant Experience Podcast
· 25% of all US children under 5 are of Hispanic descent

· Listen to the Tell Me More podcast episode “Experts Discuss Myths of Latino Kids”   http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=90216206
· Create a list of 5-10 myths about Latino Americans and explain why each myth is wrong
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The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1978 hoping to control the local government and spread communism.  Many, supported by the US, resisted Soviet occupation—including Osama Bin Laden—until the Soviets left in the late 1980’s.
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Saddam Hussein’s Iraq invades Kuwait.  The US and the United Nations (UN) mobilize and free Kuwait from Iraq’s control in a short war.  The UN imposes economic sanctions on Iraq.
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