Attention Getters (See Public Speaking Video for Audience-grabbing delivery techniques)
1. Identification with audience

2. Reference to the situation

3. Statement of purpose

4. Startling statistic or claim

5. A short story

6. Making a comparison

7. Rhetorical question

8. Quotation

WRITING STANDARDS to COVER

 GRADES 11/12 

1.0. WRITING STRATEGIES: Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. Student writing demonstrates awareness of audience and purpose and use of the stages of the writing process, as needed.

Organization and Focus: 

1.1. demonstrate understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing a persuasive writing assignments
1.2. use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., irony), and related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes
1.3. structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples
1.4. enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the issuance of a call for action
1.5. use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to create a specific tone

Controversial IDEAS:

1. Is global climate change man-made? 

2. Is the death penalty effective? 

3. Is our election process fair? 

4. Do colleges put too much stock in standardized test scores? 

5. Is torture ever acceptable? 

6. Should men get paternity leave from work? 

7. Is a lottery a good idea? 

8. Do we have a fair taxation system? 

9. Do curfews keep teens out of trouble? 

10. Is cheating out of control? 

11. Are we too dependent on computers? 

12. Are parents clueless about child predators on the Internet? 

13. Should animals be used for research? 

14. Should cigarette smoking be banned? 

15. Are cell phones dangerous? 

16. Are law enforcement cameras an invasion of privacy? 

17. Are test scores a good indication of a school’s competency? 

18. Do we have a throw-away society? 

19. Is child behavior better or worse than it was years ago? 

20. Should companies market to children? 

21. Should the government have a say in our diets? 

22. Does access to condoms prevent teen pregnancy? 

23. Does access to condoms irresponsible, dangerous, or bad behavior? 

24. Are actors and professional athletes paid too much? 

25. Are CEO’s paid too much? 

26. Do violent video games cause behavior problems? 

27. Should creationism be taught in public schools? 

28. Are beauty pageants exploitive? 

29. Should English be the official language in the United States? 

30. Should the racing industry be forced to use biofuels? 

31. When should parents let teens make their own decisions? 

33. Should the military be allowed to recruit at high schools? 

34. Should the alcoholic drinking age be increased or decreased? 

35. Does age matter in relationships? 

36. What age is appropriate for dating? 

37. Should gay couples be able to marry? 

38. Are there benefits to attending a single-sex school? 

39. Does boredom lead to trouble? 

40. Does participation in sports keep teens out of trouble? 

41. Is competition good? 

42. Does religion cause war? 

43. Should the government provide health care? 

44. Should girls ask boys out? 

45. Is fashion important? 

46. Are girls too mean to each other? 

47. Is homework harmful or helpful? 

48. Should students be allowed to grade their teachers? 

49. Is the cost of college too high? 

50. Is college admission too competitive?

	Business


	1.
	Big Three Auto Bailout (archived 2008)

	2.
	Insider Trading by Congress

	Health & Medicine


	3.
	Legalize Euthanasia?
	
	4.
	Legalize Medical Marijuana?
	
	5.
	Milk - Healthy or Not?
	
	6.
	Prescription Drug Ads to Consumers?
	
	7.
	Right to Health Care? 
	
	Law


	8.
	ACLU - Good for America?
	
	9.
	Reconfirm Rose Bird? (archived 1988)
	

	
	Politics

10.
2008 Presidential Election (archived 2008)
11.
Allow the Death Penalty?
12.
Lower the Drinking Age?
13.
Should Felons Be Allowed to Vote?
14.
Solutions to Illegal Immigration in US
15.
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
16.
Should the US Have Attacked Iraq?
Religion

17.
Under God in the Pledge?

	Science & Technology

18.
Alternative Energy vs. Fossil Fuels
19.
Are Cell Phones Safe?
20.
Nuclear Power - Practical? (archived 1988)
21.
Social Networking - Good for Society? [image: image1.png]



22.
Voting Machines - An Improvement?
Sex & Gender

23.
Born Gay? - Nature or Nurture?
24.
Should Prostitution Be Legal?
Sports

25.
Allow Drug Use in Sports?



