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The following Subscription Databases can be accessed from home via the Library's Password sheet: 

l Global Issues in Context delivers international viewpoints on 21st century topics and a window on the world:  
¡ Hundreds of continuously updated issue and country portals  (powered by Google Earth) 
¡ Relevant sources covering current events and ongoing topics 
¡ Rich multimedia, including podcasts, video and interactive graphs 
¡ "Get Involved" area offers volunteer opportunities at organizations 

l Issues and Controversies by Facts on File. Your source for current, in-depth information on controversial 
topics in the news since 1995.   

¡ Issues and Controversies Topic Themes with links to articles related to those themes 

l Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center Find current information on social, scientific, legal, or popular 
controversial issues. It provides full-text articles, statistical information, and primary source documents on all 
subjects from books, periodicals, and web sites.  

l Points of View Reference Center by EBSCOhost. An interface designed to assist researchers in 
understanding the full scope of controversial subjects.   

¡ Types of sources in this database include: Periodicals, Newspapers, Books, Biographies, Radio & TV news 
transcripts, Primary source documents, Images, and Videos. 

¡ Each essay includes a series of questions and additional material to generate further thought. 
n Includes thousands of supporting articles from the world's top political and societal publications. 

¡ Can be used as a guide to debate, developing arguments, writing position papers, and for development of 
critical speaking skills. 

TOPICS 

  

  
If a New York Times article prompts you for a Log In,  

use Member ID: nyt@lmtsd.org Password: lions2 

l AIDS/HIV 
¡ "U.N. Agency to Say It Overestimated Extent of H.I.V. Cases by Millions." By Donald McNeil Jr. New York 
Times 20 Nov. 2007 

¡ "AIDS Cases Drop, But Mostly Due to Revised Data." by Associated Press 19 Nov. 2007. MSNBC 
l ALCOHOL 

¡ Binge Drinking 
n "Curbing Binge Drinking Takes Group Effort" by Jane E. Brody. New York Times 8 Sept. 2008. 

¡ Drinking Age 
n “2 Withdraw From Petition to Rethink Drinking Age” by Shaila Dewan. New York Times 21 Aug. 

2008.  
n “College Presidents Seek Lower Drinking Age.” 18 Aug. 2008. Associated Press. FOXNews.com 

l ANIMAL RIGHTS 
¡ "Justices Reject Ban on Videos of Animal Cruelty" by Adam Liptak. New York Times 20 Apr. 2010.  The 

Supreme Court, in a major First Amendment ruling, voted 8-1 to strike down a federal law that made it a crime to create or sell 
dogfight videos. 

l ASSISTED SUICIDE, EUTHANASIA 
¡ "Landscape Evolves for Assisted Suicide" by Jane Gross. New York Times 11 Nov. 2008, late ed.: D8. 

ProQuest. 
l DEATH PENALTY (CAPITAL PUNISHMENT)  

¡ “Justices Bar Death Penalty for the Rape of a Child.” By Linda Greenhouse. New York Times 26 June 
2008.  

¡ "Justices Uphold Lethal Injection in Kentucky Case" by Linda Greenhouse. New York Times 17 Apr. 2008: 
A1. 

¡ “N.J. First to Abolish Death Penalty.” By Craig McCoy. Philadelphia Inquirer Online 18 Dec. 2007. ProQuest. 

Research Guide on Social Issues  
Topics 

 THE NEW YORK TIMES TIMES TOPICS 
Each topic page collects all the news, reference and archival information, photos, graphics, audio and video files  

published on many topics.  This treasure trove is available, without charge, on articles going back to 1981.  

PROS and CONS of CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
(Recommended by Josh S.) 

"Promoting critical thinking, education, and informed citizenship by presenting controversial issues 
in a straightforward, nonpartisan primarily pro-con format." 
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¡ Death Penalty Information Center 
¡ Pro-Death Penalty.com Presents both sides of the issue 

l ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
¡ "Gulf Coast Towns Brace as Huge Oil Slick Nears Marshes" by Leslie Kaufman and Campbell Robertson. 

New York Times 1 May 2010. With oil gushing into the Gulf of Mexico unabated and officials offering little 
hope that the flow could be contained soon, towns prepared for an imminent environmental disaster. 

l GAMBLING (Compulsive) 
¡ “Compulsive Gambling” from the MayoClinic.com 

l GAYS IN THE MILITARY 
¡ "Top Defense Officials Seek to End 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell'" by Elisabeth Bumiller. New York Times 2 Feb. 

2010. Adm. Mike Mullen and Defense Secretary Robert Gates told a Senate panel they would review how to institute a policy 

allowing openly gay people to serve in the military. 
l GLOBAL WARMING 

¡ "Climate Change, Minus the Hot Air." By Faye Flam. Inquirer 14 Dec. 2009. Phiily.com. Informative Q&A 
about climate change. 

l GUN VIOLENCE and GUN CONTROL 
¡ "Times Topics: Gun Control" New York Times, updated with all the news, reference and archival 

information, photos, graphics, audio and video files published on this topic. 
¡ "Supreme Court Still Divided on Guns" by Adam Liptak. New York Times 2 Mar. 2010.  

The justices are considering a sequel to the blockbuster 2008 decision, District of Columbia v. Heller. 
¡ District of Columbia v. Heller 544 U.S. ___ (2008). This case addresses the central meaning of the Second 

Amendment and its relation to gun control laws. 
¡ Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence 
¡ “Alarming trend: Nationally and locally, criminals aim at police.” Maykuth, Andrew. Philadelphia Inquirer  1 

Nov. 2007. ProQuest. What is happening with guns in the City of Brotherly Love? 
l HEALTH and SOCIAL ISSUES (Statistics, articles) 

¡ National Center for Health Statistics from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, US Dept. of 
Health & Human Services   

¡ National Institutes of Health (NIH): Health Information  
l IMMIGRATION 

¡ "Arizona Enacts Stringent Law on Immigration" by Randal C. Archibold. New York Times 23 Apr. 2010. 
Gov. Jan Brewer signed a bill aimed at identifying, prosecuting and deporting illegal immigrants. 

¡ "Times Topics: Immigration and Emigration" New York Times. A collection of available news, reference and 
archival information, photos, graphics, audio and video files on this topic. 

l MEDICAL MARIJUANA 
¡ "New Jersey Vote Backs Marijuana for Severely Ill" By David Kocieniewski. New York Times 11 Jan. 2010 

The measure would make the state the region’s first to legalize medical marijuana. 
¡ "U.S. Won't Prosecute in States that Allow Medical Marijuana." By David Stout and Solomon Moore. The 

New York Times 19 Oct. 2009. 
l POLLS (Statistics) AND RESEARCH ARTICLES on SOCIAL ISSUES and TRENDS 

¡ Pew Research Center This highly regarded think tank explores numbers, facts, trends, and issues shaping our 
world. 

¡ Gallup Poll Topics A-Z: Gallup Poll polls population on controversial issues. A good source for 
current statistical information. 

l SAME-SEX MARRIAGE, CIVIL UNIONS AND DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS  
¡ Same-Sex Marriage, Civil Unions, and Domestic Partnerships An updated collection of recent 

articles from The New York Times  
¡ New York State Senate Votes Down Gay Marriage Bill by Jeremy W. Peters. New York Times 2 Dec. 2009. 

After an emotional debate, the bill was defeated by a decisive margin of 38 to 24, leaving it effectively dead for the 
year. 

¡ "Gay Vows, Repeated From State to State" by Adam Liptak. New York Times 11 Apr. 2009. The battle over 
same-sex marriage is being fought out far from the Supreme Court, not least to avoid another Roe v. Wade. 

¡ “California Court Weighing Gay Marriage Ban.” By John Schwartz and Jesse McKinley. New York Times 5 
Mar. 2009. 

l SCHOOL SHOOTING  
¡ VIRGINIA TECH: “Making of a Massacre (cover story).” Newsweek  30 April 2007: 18-23.  ProQuest. 
¡ VIRGINIA TECH SHOOTING Story: "Darkness Falls." By Nancy Gibbs. Time 19 April 2007. 

l SPORTS INJURIES 

¡ “Case Will Test N.F.L. Teams’ Liability in Dementia” by Alan Schwarz. New York Times 5 Apr. 2010. A 
workers’ compensation claim on behalf of Ralph Wenzel, a lineman from 1966 to 1973, could be worth more than $1 

million. Other players could file similar claims. 

l SPORTS AND STEROIDS 
¡ "McGwire Admits That He Used Steroids" by Tyler Kepner. New York Times 11 Jan. 2010 

Mark McGwire, the St. Louis Cardinals’ new hitting coach, said he used steroids on and off for nearly a decade, 
including when he broke the home run record in 1998. 

¡ "Steroid Era Is No Longer Only About Bonds." By William C. Rhoden. New York Times 15 Dec. 2007. 
¡ "Steroid Report Cites 'Collective Failure.'" By Duff Wilson and Michael Schmidt. New York Times 14 Dec. 

2007 
l SPORTS AND WOMEN 

¡ "As Girls Become Women, Sports Pay Dividends" by Tara Parker-Pope. New York Times 15 Feb. 2010. 
Two new studies found that girls' involvement in team sports can mean lifelong improvements in educational, 
work and health prospects. Discusses the impact of the education law, Title IX. 

l STEM CELLS (Human Embryonic Stem Cells)  
¡ “Obama Reversing Stem Cell Limits Bush Imposed.” By David Stout and Gardiner Harris. New York Times 

6 March 2009. 
l TEEN DRIVING 

¡ “Graduated Driver Licensing.” January 2010. Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety. 
¡ "Highway Safety Institute Calls for Older Driving Age" by Lindsey Chapman. Finding Dulcinea. 10 Sept. 

2008. 
¡ "Study on Teen Licensing: N.C. crashes involving 16-year-olds Drop Dramatically" 2 Oct. 2001 University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill News Services. 
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