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Unit III Spectrum Debate
Debate Topic:  The Value of a Vote
Imagine the following five registered voters on Election Day:  Suzie, Sally, Johnny, Billy, Sparky, and Howie.  Suzie is fed up with the two-party system and refuses to vote in an act of protest.  Sally finds an obscure minor party that closely fits her ideology and casts a vote for him as a vote of conscience, even though he knows he has no chance of winning.  Johnny – with no political education to speak of – votes for the candidate who reminds him of his favorite comic book villain.  Billy – living independently with documented mental disability – votes because his counselors encourage voting as a “therapeutic and normalizing experience.” Sparky votes for the Democrat because that’s the way his family has always voted.  And finally, Howie – recently released from a 12 year prison sentence on a felony conviction – votes based on weeks of careful political study, newspaper reading, and debate watching.  

This debate offers up a series of questions for your consideration:

* Are some votes more valuable than others?  
* Is there a wrong reason to vote?  
* Is it possible to waste a vote?

* Is a vote something that must be strategic in order to be valuable, or can a vote be equally valuable if only used as form of personal self-expression?  
* Must a person be “competent” to vote?

* What does “competent” mean, and who should have the power to make that definition?

In preparation for this debate you must visit the following links.  After reading the articles choose your top three and fill out a template for each.  This must be typed and ready to be turned in on the day of the debate.  If you have any questions please email your teacher.

Links

States Ease Voting restrictions on Felons
Law & Psychiatry: "I Vote. I Count": Mental Disability and the Right to Vote
Get out the Demented Vote
Felon Disenfranchisement Is Constitutional, And Justified

Map of State Felony Disfranchisement Laws



State Felon Voting Rules
 SUMMARY TEMPLATE
Taking some time to read the articles thoroughly summarize the position of the author.  Follow this up with key points made to defend their position.  Finally, looking at the other side of the argument what might be some holes in the author’s logic.  The template below is designed for a quick and easy summary.   Please be deliberate in your entries, these will be useful during the debate.  
	Felony Articles: 

	Author: 

	Position: Briefly explain the authors’ stance on the issue.

	

	Main Point & Evidence:  Summarize the main ideas and the evidence used by the authors to solidify their positions.  This can be done using a bullet list. However, make sure you are thorough enough in your response to accurately articulate the authors’ true intensions.  Do not misconstrue or take out of contexts his/her comments, so read carefully.  Double check to make sure the evidence and ideas you are included jive with the authors’ positions above.

	

	Chinks in the Armor: Analyzing the authors’ positions determine what holes may appear in their arguments.  The purpose of this section is two fold.  First it provides ammunition to shoot down this position.  Conversely, it will prepare those who agree with each author to counter the other side’s position.  For that reason, the wise student includes additional comments to counter the opposition’s claims.  Make sure that you are specific and detailed.  

	


SUMMARY TEMPLATE
Taking some time to read the articles thoroughly summarize the position of the author.  Follow this up with key points made to defend their position.  Finally, looking at the other side of the argument what might be some holes in the author’s logic.  The template below is designed for a quick and easy summary.   Please be deliberate in your entries, these will be useful during the debate.  
	Mental Competency Articles: 

	Author: 

	Position: Briefly explain the authors’ stance on the issue.

	

	Main Point & Evidence:  Summarize the main ideas and the evidence used by the authors to solidify their positions.  This can be done using a bullet list. However, make sure you are thorough enough in your response to accurately articulate the authors’ true intensions.  Do not misconstrue or take out of contexts his/her comments, so read carefully.  Double check to make sure the evidence and ideas you are included jive with the authors’ positions above.

	

	Chinks in the Armor: Analyzing the authors’ positions determine what holes may appear in their arguments.  The purpose of this section is two fold.  First it provides ammunition to shoot down this position.  Conversely, it will prepare those who agree with each author to counter the other side’s position.  For that reason, the wise student includes additional comments to counter the opposition’s claims.  Make sure that you are specific and detailed.  

	


