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The Constitution of the United States

A Pathfinder for 8th grade students 

This pathfinder will help you find information in your school library media center, on the 
Internet, and in the community about the Constitution of the United States and its amendments. 

Books & 
Magazines

Internet
Videos, DVDs, 
and CD-Roms 

People and 
Places 

Keywords

Internet Sites

Notestar for taking online notes 

Constitutional Issues CBA Resources 

E-Library click on "topics," choose Social Issues, then sociology for topics such as gun control, 
capital punishment, death and dying, diversity, immigration, 

Opposing Viewpoints 

Social Issues from the Multnomah County Library  Gun control, human rights, immigration, 
civil rights and more 

Exploring Constitutional Law look for the suggested questions to guide your research 

General Information

American Memory Historical Collections Site from the Library of Congress; search using 
keywords to find original documents, many from congressional debates about constitutional 
amendments

The American Presidency from Grolier Online Encyclopedia. Outlines the constitutional 
formation of the presidency
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http://notestar.4teachers.org/
http://elibrary.bigchalk.com/libweb/elib/do/browsetopics?sectionid=3330&edition=&ts=B7C053B2B65DE382A9BEE98CD312612F_1142882733556
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/wena18764
http://www.multcolib.org/homework/sochc.html
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/home.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/amhome.html
http://www.gi.grolier.com/presidents/ea/side/pofus.html
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The Constitution Sections on historical background, the Federalist papers, Constitutional 
amendments

The Constitution Community Teacher resource for lessons about interpretations and challenges 
to the constitution using primary sources.

Constitution Society

National Constitution Center

The U.S. Constitution Online Links to the amendment process, history behind the ratified 
amendments, the amendments that failed to pass and some proposed amendments

U.S. Gov Info/Resources

The Bill of Rights--The First 10 Amendments

Bill of Rights : an overview

First Amendment Links

American Library Association links to court cases and first amendment issue discussions 

Exploring Constitutional Conflicts: The Evolution Controversy 

Famous Trials in American History: The Scopes "Monkey Trial" early court challenge to 
teaching evolution in public schools 

The First Amendment Center addresses issues with freedom of speech, press, religion, and 
assembly 

The First Amendment Handbook detailed information available about freedom of the press and 
copyright issues
Under God ProCon  Should the words "under God" be included in the Pledge of Allegiance? 

Second Amendment Links

Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence pro-gun control 
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http://members.aol.com/IpsoFacto3/constit.html
http://www.nara.gov/education/cc/main.html
http://www.constitution.org/
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/
http://www.usconstitution.net/constam.html
http://usgovinfo.about.com/msubconst.htm?once=true&
http://www.my-ecoach.com/online/webresourcelist.php?rlid=1477
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/firstamendment/firstamendment.htm
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/evolution.htm
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/scopes/scopes.htm
http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/
http://www.rcfp.org/handbook/index.html
http://www.undergodprocon.org/
http://www.handguncontrol.org/
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Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms anti-gun control 

Exploring Constitutional Conflict: The Right to Bear Arms 

GunCite  anti-gun control; be aware of bias in some articles 

National Rifle Association anti-gun control 

Second Amendment Foundation presents a pro-gun ownership point of view 

Amendments 11-17

The 11th Amendment from Grolier Online

The 12th Amendment from Grolier Online

Electoral College from Encarta Learning Zone

The Electoral College with a section on the history of the electoral college

Origins and History of the Electoral College

The 13th Amendment from Grolier Online

After the 13th Amendment Conditions for newly freed slaves didn't change much at first

The US Constitution Online: Due Process The 14th Amendment

The 15th Amendment from The African American Journey

The 15th Amendment from Grolier Online

Amendments 18-27

Constitutional Issues: Watergate and the Constitution Study whether President Nixon violated 
the Constitution in the Watergate affair. Use primary source material

Why Prohibition? The 18th Amendment
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http://www.ccrkba.org/
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/beararms.htm
http://www.guncite.com/
http://nra.org/
http://www.saf.org/default.asp?p=mission
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/11amend.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/12amend.html
http://encarta.msn.com/index/conciseindex/62/062E9000.htm
http://www.fec.gov/pages/ecmenu2.htm
http://www.truthinmedia.org/Columns/Electoral-College.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/13amend.html
http://www.history.rochester.edu/class/DOUGLASS/PART5.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_duep.html
http://www.worldbook.com/fun/aajourny/html/bh106.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/15amend.html
http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/watergate/watergat.html
http://prohibition.history.ohio-state.edu/whyprohibition.htm
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History of the Prohibition Act of 1920 in America

Living the Legacy: The Women's rights Movement 1848-1998 History of the movement that 
helped pass the 19th amendment and the work toward the equal rights amendment

Woman Suffrage and the 19th Amendment Primary sources, activities, and links to related web 
sites

Women Suffrage and the 19th Amendment

Living the Legacy: The Women's Rights Movement 1848-1998 

The 21st Amendment article from Grolier Online Encyclopedia

The 22nd Amendment from Grolier Online

Term Limits Debate and Poll (22nd amendment)

The 23rd Amendment from Grolier Online

The 24th Amendment from Grolier Online

The 25th Amendment from Grolier Online

White House Physicians Who decides when a president is disabled or unable to serve? (25th 
amendment)

The 27th Amendment from Grolier Online

Return to Top 

Books and Magazines

ProQuest Magazine Index Log on through the Library Media Center home page for magazine 
and newspaper articles

Vertical File: U.S. History
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http://id.essortment.com/historyprohibit_pmh.htm
http://www.legacy98.org/
http://www.nara.gov/education/teaching/woman/home.html
http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/woman_suffrage/woman_suffrage.html
http://www.legacy98.org/
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/21amend.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/22amend.html
http://www.youdebate.com/DEBATES/term_limits.HTM
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/23amend.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/24amend.html
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/25amend.html
http://www.collphyphil.org/presphyn.htm
http://gi.grolier.com/presidents/aae/side/27amend.html
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Ref 973 Boo An American Primer

342.73 Ste The Bill of Rights

342.73 Pro The Constitution

Ref 973.03 Dictionary of American History

Ref 973 Com Documents of American History

344.74 Luc Eighteenth and Twenty-first Amendments: Alcohol and Prohibition

347.73 Fir Fifth Amendment: Right to Remain Silent

324.6 Ban Fifteenth Amendment: African-American Men's Right to Vote

342.73 Far First Amendment: Freedom of Speech

Ref 920 Whi Founders of Freedom: Lives of the Men Who Signed the Constitution

345.73 Wet Fourth Amendment: Search and Seizure

342.73 Com The Great Constitution

973 Li and Ref 973 Li The Making of a Nation, volumes 2 and 3

Ref 973 Ada The March of Democracy

320.973 Fei The National Government

Ref 973 Mor The Oxford History of the American People

973 Mie The Rainbow Book of American History

344.73 Han Second Amendment: The Right to Own Guns

973.3 Pro The Story of the Constitution

342.73 Sch Thirteenth Amendment: Ending Slavery

342.73 Bjo U.S. Consitution: Blueprint for Democracy
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Ref 973.03 The United States Encyclopedia of History

342.73 Kel Your Freedoms: The Bill of Rights

"James Madison: Architect of the Constitution" National Geographic Magazine, September 
1987, pp.340-369.

Return to Top 

Videos, CD-ROM, Laserdiscs, etc

VT 342.73 Mor A More Perfect Union, 2 video tapes

VT 342.73 Uni United States Bill of Rights and the Constitutional Amendments video tape

VT 342.73 US The U.S. Constitution video tape

Return to Top 

People and Places (Community Resources)

Talk with the Law Day coordinator for the community. Your Social Studies teacher should have 
the person's name.

Return to Top 

Keywords and Phrases

Amendment 12: electoral college

Amendment 13: slavery

Amendment 14: due process

Amendment 15: voting rights, poll tax, Voting Rights Act
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Amendment 18: Prohibition

Amendment 19: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, suffrage

Amendment 20: lame duck

Amendment 21: Prohibition

Amendment 22: term limits

Amendment 24: voting rights, poll tax, electoral reform

Return to Top 

Social Studies EALRs for Washington State
History Geography Economics Civics

Return to Top

Pioneer Home Page Return to Pathfinder Page Library Media Center

History of Pioneer Middle School Staff Home Pages Enrichment

District Home Page
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http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/Const.PF/history.html
http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/Const.PF/geoealr.html
http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/Const.PF/econealr.html
http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/Const.PF/civicealr.html
http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/path.htm
http://pio.wsd.wednet.edu/library/LibHome.shtml
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