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A NOTE ABOUT INTERNET SOURCES 

Your professor may not allow "Internet" resources for you papers, but this doesn't mean that it is impossible to find worthwhile material on the 
net. When there is so much information so readily available, it becomes even more important that you distinguish credible sources from 
everything else. 

The Internet is a big place and finding appropriate sources for your work may be challenging.  When in doubt, start on the UTSA Library's 
homepage and look in our catalog or databases.  Even though our catalog and databases are online, they aren't your typical Internet sources.  
The library subscribes to databases that contain electronic versions of journals and other resources that will probably support your research.  
You can always ask your professor or a librarian. 

Remember, this is a guide to help you make an informed decision about the sources you want to use. It is up to you to make the best decision 
for your work. 
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CD-ROMS, DVDS, ETC. 

CD Roms and other electronic formats follow the same general guidelines as books. 
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May be Scholarly/Academic if... May be Popular if... 

Found on Google Scholar and verified the journal in Ulrich's Found with a basic Google Search 

Limited database search to "Peer Reviewed," "Academic Journals," or "Refereed"
and verified the journal title in Ulrich's 

Performed a basic database search without restrictions

From an Academic Institution or other institution of learning and research From some guy's blog or a network news site

.edu or .gov URLs .net or .com URLs

From a site that provides details about its credentials, research, and purpose 
like www.procon.org

From a site that makes it difficult to determine the author's 
credentials or is a thinly-veiled ad

Uses analytical language Uses colorful, inflammatory, or emotional language
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