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Teaching for Student Success on the CAPT: Writing\cross the Disciplines
and Reading For Information

Part |: Introducing Critical Thinking, Reading and Writing Through Current Events

USING NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS

Using newspapers and periodicals ds toadevelop an interdisciplinary approach to ssds
effective and timely. Through the use of lessamshe media and the use of current events in tbi@lso
studies curriculum, students can engage in critidaking and reading. Newspapers and magazineg&khs
as television and the Internet are invaluable nessufor students to become aware that there is than
one point of view on an issue and to gain expeden@valuating opinions on an issue.

INTRODUCTORY LESSON ON THE MEDIA

In collaborative groups of no more thaumr, students brains storm on the following:

8 What is the media?

§ What does it include?

8 What is the purpose of the media?

8 Why does it exist?
Each group should report out on their ideas. Theare students read from the handéldw to Detect Media
Bias and Propaganda and compare their ideas with those in the handBtudents may ugguided Reading
- How to Detect Media Bias and Propaganda to direct their reading.

Assessmen(this may be done in pairs or group as homework):

Choose one of the three major networks, CBS, NB@BLC, and watch the evening news every day for a
week. While watching, write down the topic of eadws story, the amount of time spent on the story,
and an assessment of the story’s content andgbesst raises. Read a daily newspaper su¢haNew
York Times or The Washington Post for the same days. Compare the television andpaper coverage

of the same stories. Analyze the differences betvtbese media in terms of how the stories are
presented, depth of coverage, and issue orientak@aluate how the print media and the broadcast
media might differ in their influence on public apn.

Students will read the handdettopaganda Student Handout. They will then revisit their analysis of the
media and define which propaganda techniques iegis sources used in the presentation of the topic.
Student may use the graphic organizer titledpaganda Techniques Analysis.

CURRENT EVENTS ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment 1-
Using the handow@urrent Events Analysis, it is suggested that students present curremtgve

analysis once in the 8-day cycle using the houogderThis may be done in written form or as a
presentation. It is recommended that you usedth@ning curricular concepts, themes and topicsmwhe
assigning current event topics to students.
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Course Concepts

Western Civilization
Quarter 1 — citizenship, cultural d#fon, ethnocentrism, institutions (family, religi@ctonomy,
politics, education), democracy, and geographietmninism.

Quarter 2 — capitalism, warfare andaiimacy, (family, religion, economy, politics, edtioa),
religious conflict, popular culture, role and statf women, and role of technology, science andiciresl

Quarter 3 — middle class values, ratiism, role and status of women, scientific advameet,
(family, religion, economy, politics, educatiomtoelerance and racism.

Quarter 4 — role and status of childragism and anti-Semitism, liberalism, conservatis
radicalism, intolerance, freedom, modernity, ciNderties, civil rights, and role and status of wemm

United States History
Quarter 1 — equality, freedom, crigigl @solution, nation building, republicanism, psitand
patriotism, Puritan ethic, and diversity.

Quarter 2 — protest and patriotismanibation, immigration, crisis and resolution, exganism,
sectionalism, popular culture, reform, and intales

Quarter 3 — economic transformatioditisal evolution, isolationism and interventiomtolerance.

Quarter 4 — reform, diversity, intoleca, racism, protest and patriotism, consumerisagem
democratic values, internationalism, popular celtfewhanging cultural values, civil liberties, amdlaights.

Assignment 2-
Compare and contrast how the newspgrted in print and on television. Choose a newswo

event. Find one article from a news magazine sisdhme, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report or the
Economist. Find an article on the same event from the rditere press (see the list in the handéidw to
Detect Media Bias and Propaganda). Compare and contrast the way in which the eigergported. Then
compare and contrast to the way the event is repam Cable TV (CNN or FOX). In your analysis make
sure you address the propaganda techniques usella@s an assessment of reliability. See if yan ftnd
an article on this event in the international newse there any similarities? What accounts fer th
similarities? Are there any differences? Whabaads for the differences?

Using the CAPT format, write an essay on the evemsue and take a position.

Assignment 3
Campaign Advertising. See lesson om@agn Advertising from the University of Virginfar

Politics.

Assignment 4
History of Scandals and Negative Camp&i See lesson on History of Scandals and Negativ

Campaigns from the University of Virginia for Paig.
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Assignment 5
Students read five or six news artidedocal, national, or international issues rdftegthe course

themes, concepts or topics. Students write théial understanding of the problem as describetthéir
articles.

Part I1: Writing Across the Disciplines Handbook and Sample CAPT Practices

Part Il contains full CAPT practices as well assadf resources for generating CAPT-like writing
assessments.

Websites
» |ssues and Controversies @Facts.com
Full-text reference database that supplies artmbesaining objective analysis and opposing pafts
view on current and controversial topics from 18®8urrent. Includes chronologies, illustrations,
maps, tables, sidebars, daily newspapers, news@nmn magazines, government reports, and news

databases.

This site may be accessed through http://www.wikbA.ct.us/whs/lib/click on Databases, click on
Issues and Controversies@Facts.center username (wiltonhs) and password (wartiors)

Web Sites: debates of current issues, historicgtdraund on the issues
Accessible through Wilton High School Library wdbsi

= www.2facts.com/ICOF/issues-home-feature.asp

Facts.com, Issues & Controversies: “in depth ingasibns of today’s top issues”

Pro and con articles, source docum@@istos, charts
Covers recent issues and provides tnsie data base concerning other issues

= http://library2.cgpress.com/cgresearcher/index.php

C Q Researcher:
Features a “Current Report” and includes “RecemdRs” of current issues
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"Promoting informed citizenship by presenting comérsial issues in a simple, non-partisan pro/con
format,” alsaincludes background information on the issues

Part I11: Reading Acrossthe Disciplines Handbook and Critical Literacy
The most current handbook published by the Sta@oohecticut may be found in the teacher resources
section. These are easily adapted to daily reambsmgnments. Full CAPT practices in Reading for
Information are included. Finally, Part lll coriaia section on remodeling social studies lessomsitical

literacy and for success on CAPT.

MODEL OF CRITICAL READING
Four Resources model of critical literacy

Critical literacy advocates Allen Luted Peter Freebody developed a four-part paradigmeéding
that encourages different levels of critical ligra Luke and Freebody’s model can be used withsantyof
text: essays, opinion columns in the newspape®monent documents, political speeches, and
advertisements. In fact, critical literacy advesatommonly recommend that teachers bring into the
curriculum and scrutinize items from popular cudtand not limit classroom texts to canonical works.
(Temple, Charles, “Critical Thinking and Critidateracy,” Thinking Classroom — A Journal of the
International Reading Associatioviolume 6, Number 2, April 2005.)

LUKE AND FREEBODY’S MODEL OF CRITICAL READING

Coding Practices:

Developing resources as a cod breaker:
How do I crack this text? What are its
patterns and conventions? How do the
sounds and marks relate, singly and in
combination?

Pragmatic practices:

Developing resources as a text usetiow do
the uses of this text shape its composition?
What do | do with this text, here and now?
What will others do with it? What are my
options and alternatives?

Text-meaning practices: developing resourceq
as a text participant: How do the ides

cultural resources can be brought to bear g
the text? What are the cultural meanings &

this text?

presented in the text string together? Whaf write this naively and unproblematically?

possible readings that can be constructed fointerests are at play? Which are silent or

Critical practices: What kind of person, with
what interests and values, could both read

NWhat is the text trying to do to me? In who
nedterests? Which positions, voices, and

absent?

and
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BLOOM'’S THINKING LEVELS
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS/TASKS

Knowledge:

» What does (vocab word) mean? (define

» Can you describthe setting or historical context?
» Identify the main characters/historical characters.
» Sequencéhe main events.

» Tell what happened in the story, event or the text.

Comprehension

» What happened?_ (conclyde

» Discussthe role of .

» Interpretthe following quote.

» What will happen next? (predjct

» Restatehe theme/concept in your own words.
» Summarizehe story/chapter/events.

Application

» How does the theme/idea appdyyou?

» If you change the setting/historical context to madtimes,
what would it look likeRraw an illustration)

» Interviewone of the characters/eyewitness.

» Usethe concept/theme to write a new story.

Analysis

» Why did the character/historical character chooszct or

react in a certain walghalyzé

» Compare and contrasto or more (e.g. themes, actions,
characters, interpretatiof historical events or characters

» Diagramcharacter relationships/relationships of histdrica

events.

» Relatecharacter traits to actions/character traits stohical
events/social, economaljtizal conditions to people or
events.

» Why is setting/historical context important? (resép

Synthesis

» Composea song related to the theme or historaaicept.

» Developa new theory about the event.

» Organizea group/club to support the concept/theme. Plan
the agenda for the meeting

» Place yourself in the shoes of a historical charactVhat
would you have done? Heould you have acted?
(pretehdRewritethe ending to the historical situation.

Evaluation

» Why is the ending of the article (or other typdett)
effective? (appraise

» Evaluatethe author’s/writer’s/historian’s work as a book
review.

» Justifythe main character/historical character’s decision

» Is the author’s/writer’s/historian’s work realidtieliable/
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valuable? Prowe
» Rankhistorical characters in order of importance. eraich
one for their contributiciascivilization/history.
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