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Obama has hinted at support for medical marijuana

President Obama, as a candidate, signaled an intention to reverse 
federal law enforcement policy that conflicts with states that 
legalize medical marijuana. 

A major stumbling block for advocates of 

medical marijuana has been the federal 

government's refusal to countenance state 

laws that legalize it.

Until now. Maybe.

President Obama is on record for saying 

during the campaign that he would change 

federal drug policy in states that allow the 

use of medical marijuana.

"I think the basic concept of using medical 

marijuana for the same purposes and with 

the same controls as other drugs prescribed 

by doctors, I think that's entirely 

appropriate," Obama told the Mail Tribune of 

Medford, Ore., in March.

A year earlier at a campaign stop in New 

Hampshire, Obama said: "I would not have 

the Justice Department prosecuting and raiding medical marijuana users."

In his memoir, "Dreams from My Father," Obama described time spent as a young 

man struggling with questions about his race and identity, and turning to drugs 

including marijuana and cocaine to "push questions of who I was out of my mind."

Last week, an Obama spokesman signaled a change could be coming when a new 

drug czar and head of the Drug Enforcement Administration are appointed.

"The president believes that federal resources should not be used to circumvent state 

laws, and as he continues to appoint senior leadership to fill out the ranks of the 

federal government, he expects them to review their policies with that in mind," White 

House spokesman Nick Shapiro told the Associated Press,

If Minnesota approves medical marijuana, it would become the 14th state to do so. 

For a rundown on what the other 13 states have done, go to www.ProCon.org.

From the Star Tribune archives, here's a story about the medical properties of 

marijuana. 

BOB VON STERNBERG

Recent State Politics stories

Comment on this story  |  Read all 16 comments  |  Hide reader comments

 

By Bob von Sternberg 

Last update: February 10, 2009 - 5:54 PM 

Print this story

E-mail this story 

Save to del.icio.us

Share on Facebook

Share on Digg

More from State Politics

n 'Wethouses': Not always sober, but 

safe 

n Mortgage scammers must repay 

millions 

n Lagging income tax payments put 

Minnesota behind in July 

n Both parties to lawsuit against 

donor to Coleman are ready for 

suit's dismissal 

n He's on the trail and traveling light 

 

 

'Wethouses': Not always sober, but safe  

Mortgage scammers must repay millions 

Pawlenty gives cash for clunkers a thumbs-down  

Elected DFLers owe party thousands 

Both parties to lawsuit against donor to Coleman are 

ready for suit's dismissal  

He's on the trail and traveling light 

Gubernatorial bid for Lt. Gov. Carol Molnau?  

Democrats getting an earful on health care during 

recess 

Decision to sue URS made recently  

Pawlenty gets a double-dose of good news  

Current state office holders

Governor: Tim Pawlenty

One of only a few prominent 

Republicans to win a competitive re-

election contest in the Democratic 

sweep of 2006, Tim Pawlenty is widely 

seen as politically shrewd and 

naturally likable.

n Lt. Governor: Carol Molnau 

n Secretary of State: Mark Ritchie 

n Attorney General: Lori Swanson 

n State Auditor: Rebecca Otto

Minnesota's political giants: Learn more about the 

men and women who have shaped Minnesota's 

political history.

Get a Quote!

Price out the perfect 

vehicle for you. Select 

features and options. 

Receive Customized E-

mail Alerts

Sign up for My Car 

Searches & E-mail 

Alerts. 

Win tickets to see Yonder 

Mountain String Band at the 

MN Zoo.

Join Vita.mn at the Subway 

Music in the Zoo series 

featuring Yonder Mountain 

String Band at the MN Zoo on 

August 15.

See all contests

16 comments  |  See all 

Hide reader comments 

Ramstad is considering a run for governor - February 10, 2009 

Home News Local Sports Lifestyle Entertainment Opinion Multimedia Classifieds Cars Homes Jobs Shopping Help

http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUrPage 1 / 2

http://www.startribune.com/
http://www.startribune.com/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/local/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/sports/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/entertainment/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/video/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://pd.startribune.com/sp?p=shoppingportal/classifieds&elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/cars/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/homes/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/jobs/?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://pd.startribune.com/shoppingportal/index.jsp?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://www.startribune.com/help?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUQ7c4E7ME5U
http://pd.startribune.com/shoppingportal/yp_cats.jsp
http://pd.startribune.com/shoppingportal/yp_cats.jsp
http://www.startribune.com/help/11155376.html
http://www.startribune.com/help/11157226.html
http://www.startribune.com/politics/national
http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/president
http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/senate
http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/house
http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/congress
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state
http://www.startribune.com/politics/local
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/53048902.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUs
http://www.startribune.com/local/53049772.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUs
http://www.startribune.com/local/53045542.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUs
http://www.startribune.com/local/53046047.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUs
http://www.startribune.com/local/52793062.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUs
http://www.startribune.com/local/52793062.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUs
http://www.startribune.com/world/53047067.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/53037537.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/local/52998137.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://www.startribune.com/nation/53033102.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKU7DYaGEP7vDEh7P:DiUX
http://blogs.startribune.com/vikingsblog/?p=3153&elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://blogs.startribune.com/vikingsblog/?p=3153&elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUX
http://www.startribune.com/politics/53032762.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUHDYaGEP7eyckcUr
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/st.politically_connected/politics/state/ct_article;pos=1;dcopt=ist;ctid=39395297;tile=1;sz=728x90;ord=123456?
http://www.startribune.com/
http://www.startribune.com/politics/
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=reg
http://ww2.startribune.com/user_comments/comments.php?d=asset_comments&asset_id=39395297&section=/politics/state
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://del.icio.us/post
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=<url>
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html&title=Obama+has+hinted+at+support+for+medical+marijuana&bodytext=President Obama, as a candidate, signaled an intention to reverse federal law enforcement policy that conflicts with states that legalize medical marijuana. &topic=tech_news
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/53002762.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52966402.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/53000812.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52921917.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52842352.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUUr
http://www.procon.org/
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/health/17961899.html
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/49201757.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUzyaP37D_MDua_eyD5PcOiUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/49201757.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUzyaP37D_MDua_eyD5PcOiUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/49201757.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUzyaP37D_MDua_eyD5PcOiUr
http://ww2.startribune.com/user_comments/comments.php?d=asset_comments&asset_id=39395297&section=/politics/state
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=reg
http://www.startribune.com/help/11484216.html
http://ww2.startribune.com/user_comments/comments.php?d=asset_comments&asset_id=39395297&section=/politics/state
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/39395297.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aULPQL7PQLanchO7DiUr#
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=reg
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/st.politically_connected/politics/state/ct_article;pos=1;;ctid=39395297;tile=2;sz=300x250,300x600;ord=123456?
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/53002762.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52966402.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52652067.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52712117.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52921917.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52842352.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52625382.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52559517.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/52480587.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/51782227.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciaec8O7EyUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/east/53002167.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/53048902.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/53044422.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/health/52793062.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/52686252.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/53045542.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/north/52839122.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/business/53000492.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/local/53035762.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://www.startribune.com/lifestyle/homegarden/52963107.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUoaEaD_ec7PaP3iUiacyKUnciatkEP7DhUr
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/st.politically_connected/politics/state/ct_article;pos=2;;ctid=39395297;tile=3;sz=300x251;ord=123456?
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649921.html
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649921.html
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649541.html
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649696.html
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649686.html
http://www.startribune.com/topics/politics/11649776.html
http://www.startribune.com/politics/state/11763156.html
http://www.startribune.com/shopping
http://cars.startribune.com/login.aspx
http://cars.startribune.com/login.aspx
http://www.startribune.com/cars/22734079.html
http://www.startribune.com/cars/22734079.html
http://www.startribune.com/cars/22734079.html
http://www.startribune.com/contests
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=560
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=560
http://www.startribune.com/contests


 

 

© 2009 Star Tribune. All rights reserved. 

Feedback | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Member Center | Company Site | Star Tribune Company Store | Company Directory & Contacts 

Company Jobs | Advertising Information | Newspaper Subscriptions & Service | eEdition | Newspaper In Education 

425 Portland Av. S., Minneapolis, MN 55488 (612) 673-4000 

StarTribune.com is powered by Clickability 

pot021109.side

Search:     Yellow Pages |  Advanced Search | Help All GO

National Politics

President

U.S. Senate: Latest 

recount news 

U.S. House

In Congress

State Politics

Local Politics

On the homepage

Small plane crash in 

Eden Prairie kills 2  

State sues clinic over 

alleged credit card 

fraud  

Second teen gets 

prison for beating of 

81-year-old  

Former Robbinsdale 

coach/teacher killed 

in motorcycle crash  

Sunday's paper 

 

Feud over famed 

test erupts at U 

Out There

Italy village bangs 

pots to protest 

silenced bells  

Falling fish shatters 

Ohio driver's 

windshield  

Woman repeatedly 

bitten by otters in 

Wis. lakes gets 

rabies shots  

Ill. man faces 6 

months in jail for 

yawning  

Vikings camp 

 

Last practice in 

Mankato, first depth 

chart 

Health care 

 

Specter: Protests 

not 'representative 

of America'  

 

Home |  Politically Connected |  State Politics  

Obama has hinted at support for medical marijuana

President Obama, as a candidate, signaled an intention to reverse 
federal law enforcement policy that conflicts with states that 
legalize medical marijuana. 

A major stumbling block for advocates of 

medical marijuana has been the federal 

government's refusal to countenance state 

laws that legalize it.

Until now. Maybe.

President Obama is on record for saying 

during the campaign that he would change 

federal drug policy in states that allow the 

use of medical marijuana.

"I think the basic concept of using medical 

marijuana for the same purposes and with 

the same controls as other drugs prescribed 

by doctors, I think that's entirely 

appropriate," Obama told the Mail Tribune of 

Medford, Ore., in March.

A year earlier at a campaign stop in New 

Hampshire, Obama said: "I would not have 

the Justice Department prosecuting and raiding medical marijuana users."

In his memoir, "Dreams from My Father," Obama described time spent as a young 

man struggling with questions about his race and identity, and turning to drugs 

including marijuana and cocaine to "push questions of who I was out of my mind."

Last week, an Obama spokesman signaled a change could be coming when a new 

drug czar and head of the Drug Enforcement Administration are appointed.

"The president believes that federal resources should not be used to circumvent state 

laws, and as he continues to appoint senior leadership to fill out the ranks of the 

federal government, he expects them to review their policies with that in mind," White 

House spokesman Nick Shapiro told the Associated Press,

If Minnesota approves medical marijuana, it would become the 14th state to do so. 

For a rundown on what the other 13 states have done, go to www.ProCon.org.

From the Star Tribune archives, here's a story about the medical properties of 

marijuana. 
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