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(Feb. 23) -- During his presidential campaign, Barack Obama made it clear

Jacob Sullum
that, if elected, he would take a different approach to medical marijuana.

Special to AOL News

"Prosecuting and raiding medical marijuana users," he said in the summer of 2007, is "really not a
good use of Justice Department resources.” Later he extended that statement to include medical
marijuana growers and promised that "I'm not going to be using Justice Department resources to
try to circumvent state laws on this issue.” Early in his administration, Obama's attorney general,
Eric Holder, reiterated these points.

The Drug Enforcement Administration apparently didn't get the message.

Two weeks ago, DEA agents busted a medical marijuana grower in Highlands Ranch, Colo. After the
raid, Jeffrey Sweetin, the special agent in charge of the DEA's Denver office, declared: "It's still a
violation of federal law. It's not medicine. We're still going to continue to investigate and arrest
people.” Last week the DEA raided a medical marijuana dispensary in Culver City, Calif.

These busts were the latest in a series of DEA raids that have violated President Obama's campaign
promise to stop interfering with medical marijuana laws, which 14 states and the District of
Columbia have enacted.

The Obama administration's failure to deliver on his promise is due not only to resistance from
hard-liners like Sweetin but also to its own mixed signals.

Consider the memo that the Justice Department sent U.S. attorneys in November, telling them they
"should not focus federal resources" on prosecuting people who grow or possess marijuana for
medical purposes in compliance with state law. The memo said only “individuals whose actions are
in clear and unambiguous compliance with existing state laws" would be eligible for the Justice
Department's newfound tolerance. That language leaves a lot of leeway for federal interference in
states where the requirements of medical marijuana laws are a matter of dispute.

California's law, for
example, lets patients
"collectively or
cooperatively" grow
marijuana and distribute it
to each other, but local
officials disagree with state
officials and each other
about what exactly that
means. Last month the Los
Angeles City Council
approved new regulations
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dispensaries. Meanwhile, JUST THE DATA

City Attorney Carmen Dave Warden, a bud tender at Private Organic Therapy (P.O.T.), a non-profit co-

Trutanich and Los Angeles operative medical marijuana dispensary, displays various types of marijuana available
to patients in Los Angeles, California.
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