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We know enough about Bruce Webster to execute
him
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The following guest blog post is written by Dudley Sharp, a death penalty
supporter and victims' rights activist from Houston.

RE: Editorial: "Mental retardation and the death penalty, Dallas"
Morning News (DMN), July 21, 2010

The DMM wrote this editorial about Bruce Webster, an inmate on federal death
row for a brutal abduction, rape and murder.

The DMN left a number of important facts out of the article, which,
unnecessarily, left their readers in the dark.

At trial (1996), the defense provided five medical experts regarding
Webster's mental capacity.

The prosecution provided 2 medical experts "who did not believe Webster was
retarded and, moreover, that the methodology used by defense experts to
gauge his mental capacity was critically flawed and misleading.” (2005)

"The government presented numerous other witnesses, including correctional
and probation officers, former teachers, and fellow inmates, whose testimony
contradicted Webster's claim of retardation.” (2005)

"we (the 5th Circuit) determined that "[t]he government presented substantial
evidence to support the finding," (2005)

Contrary to what 1 of the 3 judges stated in 2010 (2), there is no reason to
believe that the addition of 3 mere medical opinions of mental retardation
(newly found from 1993), from social security personnel, would have
benefited Webster at trial, particularly in light of the fact that the judge and
jury at trial rejected the similar claims with the prevailing evidence finding
against Webster.

The court will likely find against Webster based upon that.

Howevwer, the dilemma this has created may result in a change to case law,
that being that new evidence, other than innocence, must be considered, if the
new evidence would have resulted in the case not being death eligible, for
other reasons. We will have to wait and see.

Ewen if that is the SCOTUS ruling, such likely will not spare Webster, just as
Atkins (Atkine v Virginia) has not been =o spared.

See also: http:/ /www.ca5.uscourts.gov/opinions%5Cpub%:5C09
f09-11039-CV0.wpd.pdf
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Knowing that DMN has editerialized their
opposition to capital punishment, and observing
they hope to sway public opinion, you would
suspect they would choose better examples to
make their case.

"He beat the Arlington girl with a shovel,
dragged her into a grave in Arkansas, stripped
her, doused her with gascline and burned her
alive. "

Maybe we could let him out and the DMN editors
could provide him with a column.

He could be their point man on the ills of society
and the fallacy of the death penalty.

They could even put him up at their personal
residences with all their families.

Taken into context I suspect the DMN editorial
board is even more retarded than Bruce Carneil
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