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Medical marijuana: Science, politics intermingle

by Robyn Rosenthal | Special to the Gazette 

Sunday October 19, 2008, 1:15 AM

KALAMAZOO -- If it were just about the science -- and not the politics -- 
states would allow marijuana for medical purposes, says a leading 
researcher who was the first to report the drug's effectiveness in treating 
Lou Gehrig's disease.

"There is actually an overwhelming abundance of evidence to support the 
medical efficacy of cannabinoids, the active ingredients in marijuana. 
There is more evidence (of their effectiveness) than there is for many 
prescription drugs," said Dr. Gregory Carter, of the University of 
Washington School of Medicine, where he co-directs the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association-Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's 
disease) Clinic.

On Nov. 4, Michigan voters will decide on a ballot proposal that would 
allow some severely ill patients to use marijuana to treat pain, nausea and 
other symptoms. If voters pass the initiative, Michigan would become the 
15th state -- and the first in the Midwest -- to have some kind of medical-
marijuana law.

Supporters of Proposal 1 say the initiative would give relief without fear 
of arrest to people suffering from debilitating diseases.

Difficulties

Opponents say there are synthetic prescription drugs that offer some of 
the same benefits as marijuana. Citizens Protecting Michigan's Kids, 
which opposes the initiative, said the proposal could lead to increased 
teen drug use and hinder police efforts to fight drugs.

Voter passage of the measure would remove state-level penalties for 
registered patients using marijuana. But the proposal includes no 
provision to provide access to the drug through the state or pharmacies, 
and sale of the drug would remain a felony, even to legal users. 
Supporters hope users would grow their own plants, but in the interim 
until harvest, the marijuana would have to be bought on the street.

"The unintended consequences (of the initiative) are too grave and too 
severe," said Appeals Court Judge Bill Schuette, who helped form Citizens 
Protecting Michigan's Kids. "I'm a judge. This proposal is a doozy."

Pros and cons

The law would allow people with debilitating diseases, such as cancer, 
glaucoma, AIDS and Alzheimer's disease or those with severe or chronic 
pain, seizures, nausea and other ailments approved by the state, to grow, 
possess and use limited amounts of marijuana. The users would need 
approval from medical doctors, have identification cards and be entered 
into a registry.

"I can tell you that, as a physician and researcher specializing in the care 
of patients with severe neuromuscular diseases, including (Lou Gehrig's 
disease), marijuana works in ways no other medicines do to help these 
people, being both a safe and effective medicine," Carter said.

Others aren't convinced.

"They're treating it like a panacea that everybody is waiting for, and it's 
not so," said state Sen. Tom George, a Republican from Texas Township 
who is also a physician. George opposes the measure.

George, an anesthesiologist, said a synthetic drug called dronabinol (the 
commercial name is Marinol) offers benefits similar to those of marijuana.

He said marijuana has many properties not completely known, which 
could be hazardous to patients. Because patients would be allowed to 
grow their own marijuana, the drug's purity would not be guaranteed, he 
said. Neither would it be possible to ensure proper dosage, which could 
result in overdoses.

Carter said users have found dronabinol too sedating. He also said there 
has never been a reported overdose of marijuana or dronabinol in 
humans.

"It's pathetically simple to dose," Carter said.

Groups take sides

More organizations are supporting medicinal marijuana -- or at least 
urging government support of additional research on the drug.

The American College of Physicians, the second-largest medical society 
in the United States, is calling for an evidence-based review to determine 
whether marijuana's classification should be relaxed. The group also 
argues that all physicians who prescribe medical marijuana and their 
patients should not face criminal and civil penalties -- regardless state 
laws.

Former U.S. Surgeon Generals Joycelyn Elders and Jesse Steinfeld have 
publicly endorsed the medical use of marijuana.

Statewide, however, many health and law-enforcement groups have come 
out against Proposal 1, including the Michigan State Medical Society and 
Prosecuting Attorney's Association.

Dianne Byrum, spokeswoman for the Michigan Coalition for 
Compassionate Care, an advocacy group that gathered signatures to put 
the question on the November ballot, said the law would apply to a small 
percentage of the state's population, perhaps less than half of 1 percent, 
or about 50,000 people.

"The reality is, they're getting it now," Byrum said of people using 
marijuana for medical reasons. "This gives them protection against arrest 
and prosecution."

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and other federal agencies 
are focused on battling large-scale drug-trafficking operations, not small-
scale users, said spokesman Rich Isaacson, of the DEA's Detroit office. 
Medical-marijuana users typically would not be targeted by the DEA, he 
said.

Not a first

If voters approve the marijuana initiative, it wouldn't be Michigan's first 
law allowing the drug for medical purposes.

In 1979, the Legislature passed a bill that allowed cancer and glaucoma 
patients to participate in a federal program that made it legal for those 
patients to purchase marijuana for therapeutic reasons.

Greg Francisco, who is spearheading the local campaign to pass Proposal 
1, said the 1979 law allowed patients to use only federally cultivated 
marijuana. Francisco said the program ended after about two years 
because the federal supply was inadequate. He said about 300 people 
were enrolled in the program.

"The research is there. It works," Francisco said of medical marijuana.

Francisco is a former Bloomingdale Public Schools counselor who 
resigned from his job in 2006 after he was charged with marijuana 
possession. The charge was later dropped. Francisco now operates a wool 
mill.

Five Michigan cities have medical-marijuana ordinances. Law-
enforcement officials in two of those communities, Flint and Ann Arbor -- 
similar in size to Kalamazoo -- said they have not had complaints about 
medical marijuana since their laws went into effect.

Voters in Flint approved the medical-marijuana ordinance in 2007; Ann 
Arbor voters passed a similar law in 2004.
--------------------------- 
On the Web
For more information on the medical- 
marijuana issue: 
Supporting Proposal 1
v http://stoparrestingpatients.org.
Opposing Proposal 1
v http://www.nopotshops.com.
Debatepedia
v Should marijuana be made legal for medical purposes?
http://tinyurl.com/Debate MedicalMarijuana. 
ProCon.org
v Should marijuana be a medical option? 
http://medical marijuana.procon.org. 
Kalamazoo Gazette series
v In March, the Gazette published a four-part series that investigated the 
benefits and risks of medical marijuana. Read it here: 
http://tinyurl.com/Medical MarijuanaSeries. 
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Posted by etruex on 10/19/08 at 3:43AM

Relief from pain and nausea are only two of the medical benefits of 
marijuana. In 1974, a study in Virginia found that it blocks tumor growth. 
U.S. officials suppressed this information. Subsequent research in Spain 
confirmed that marijuana shrinks brain tumors. And a twenty-year 
population study by UCLA has concluded that smoking marijuana does not 
cause lung cancer. These tumor-shrinking, anti-carcinogenic properties 
have also been found effective against prostate and non-melanoma skin 
cancers. Recent research in Canada indicates that, unlike caffeine, alcohol 
or opiates, marijuana actually encourages brain cell growth. And an Italian 
study on pain relief finds it superior to synthetic, non-synergistic, patented 
cannabinoids like Marinol. If these reports were aired on the NBC Nightly 
News, we'd see zillions of Marlboro Men screaming for reform. The public is 
already ahead of the politicians on this issue. Elected officials are too afraid 
of being labeled 'soft on crime'. What say the Michigan voters?
--Food For Thought 

Posted by porschegirl on 10/19/08 at 5:52AM

Before my sister died from pancreatic cancer this last summer, she asked 
me to help get this passed.
The prescription's they gave her knocked her out...she wanted to be 
awake for as long as possible. Marijuana gave her that option. We were 
able to ease her pain and still talk and hang on to each other. She felt 
alone and CRAZY on the morphine and HALODROL(awful stuff.. talk about 
hallucinations).
I saw how marijuana helped her. And I would have done ANYTHING to 
ease her pain and make her passing easier.
So here's what I have to say...you can sit on your ass and watch your 
loved ones suffer or.... you can go out and vote YES on Proposal 1 Nov. 4th 
2008.
I choose to Vote YES on Proposal 1
I hope you do also.

Posted by team593 on 10/19/08 at 7:52AM

Well folks, lets face the real facts.
1. Governments are not going to leagalize it cause anyone can grow it, 
therefore the Gov. can't tax it.

2. The mofias' that financially control the Governments wouldn't make 
anything off of a substance that was made leagal.

3. If marijuana was legal and effective on treating pain problems or other 
medical ailments then the medical industry would lose a LOT of 
income/profits.

When will Marijuana be legal? When Legal Marijuana can make as much 
income/profit as illegal Marijuana does, and the governments can control it.

....like they control it any now...heh,heh,heh.

Posted by horseapples on 10/19/08 at 9:35AM

I strongly suggest that you go to the website of "Law Enforcement Against 
Prohibition," and see what many from the various law enforcement 
establishments have to say in support of legal medical marijuana 
availability." www.leap.cc"

As to Dr Georges' political opposition, sadly he is out of touch with reality 
on this issue. Get it in perspective:

1. Not ONE known death from use of marijuana.
2. 100,000 deaths in the U.S. from prescription drugs each year.
3. 250,000 deaths from nicotine addiction.
4. Alchohol has left destruction of families, hundreds of thousands of 
deaths.

Username (Don't Have a Username? Sign up here): 

Password:

 Remember Me   

 Reddit    Digg    del.icio.us    Google    Facebook   

Inappropriate?  Alert us.

 Post a comment

Inappropriate? Alert us.

 Post a comment

Inappropriate? Alert us.

 Post a comment

Inappropriate? Alert us.

 Post a comment

gfedc Login Reset

ADVERTISEMENT     

ADVERTISEMENT     

INSIDE KALAMAZOO 

Resources

• RSS  | Newsletters  

• Follow on Twitter   

Contacts

• The Kalamazoo Gazette  

• MLive.com  

Browse by day:

 

Browse by week:

 

Select  a date

Select  a date

• Kalamazoo Gazette  

Front Pages  

• Kalamazoo Gazette 

Obituaries 

• Kalamazoo Gazette 

Celebrations 

• Celebrations 

Submission 

• Kalamazoo Police Beat  

• Latest Gazette Contest  

• Send us your news tips, 

photos and video 

• Kalamazoo Jobs  

• Kalamazoo Real Estate  

• Kalamazoo Autos  

• Kalamazoo Classifieds  

KALAMAZOO PHOTOS 

 
Kalamazoo County Fair 

 
Kalamazoo County Fair 

 
Kalamazoo County Fair 

MORE PHOTOS » 

KALAMAZOO VIDEO 

Kalamazoo police officer

punches teen

Sgt. Jeff VanderWiere 
received a 10-day unpaid 
suspension last week 
after he punched a 
teenager who had spit in 
his face after officers 
were called to a scene in 
April on a report of shots 
fired.

• Loose cow at fair  

• Bronco Talk with 
Graham Couch 

MORE VIDEO » 

CONTACT US 

Contact the Newspaper

• Staff Contacts  

• E-mail the Editor  

• Newspapers in 

Education 

Buy:

• Subscribe to the 

Gazette 

• Paid Archives  

• Page/Photo Reprints  

• Gazette Store  

Place an ad:

• Classifieds  

• Newspaper Rate Card  

Sponsorship:

• Form  

• Guidelines  

KALAMAZOO WEATHER 

Kalamazoo, MI change location

73°
Partly Sunny

• Other Cities, Radar, More ...

Kalamazoo News headlines

• Video shows officer punching teen: 
Handcuffed teen was struck three 
times by sergeant 12:15 PM 

• Consensus lacking on health care at 
forum in Kalamazoo 12:10 PM 

• In the next 24: Festival; outdoor 
concert 12:00 PM 

• Udder chaos as pregnant cow bolts to 
freedom at the Kalamazoo County Fair 

11:35 AM 

• No swimming warning extends into 
Wednesday at Comstock Township's 
Campbell Lake 11:20 AM 

• Trial starts for Carrie Wickham in Amy 
Bousfield's heroin death 11:02 AM 

More: Kalamazoo News »

Most Commented on MLive.com
The stories you're talking about

154 

comments

Lions sign WR Billy McMullen, cut 

Toniu Fonoti

148 

comments

Brian VanOchten on The Huge 

Show: Lions lose their hardest 

worker with Jared DeVries' injury

144 

comments

Shaun Smith: Former Lions DT 

Shaun Rogers wants to return to 

Detroit

130 

comments

Are deathers the new birthers? 

Sarah Palin, Newt Gingrich spark 

health care reform controversy

128 

comments

Meet Mike Sola, the man who 

wheeled his son up to John 

Dingell and shouted him down

91 

comments

Lions will 'shut down' ailing 

Daniel Bullocks

75 

comments

Dan Miller on WZAM: Lions lose 

locker room 'leader' in Jared 

DeVries

67 

comments

Lions rookie RB Aaron Brown 

changing his game

63 

comments

Tigers lose to Red Sox in game 

featuring fight

55 

comments

Stabenow: Health care agreement 

will have to come by mid-

September

GAZETTE BLOGS 

Gazette Extra
by Gazette staff 

• Smaller ski 

operations

looking to

weather

recession 

• The next 24: 

What's 

happening in

southwestern

Michigan 

MORE » 

Community Extra
by Gazette staff 

• TOM 

HAROLDSON:

Can you believe

it? Portage 

Senior Center

marks 30th

anniversary 

• TRIPS WITH A 

TWIST: Old

theaters

throughout the

Midwest provide 

a little escape 

and a little

history 

MORE » 

Follow the Money
by Alex Nixon 

• Metabolic 

Solutions looking

to expand

diabetes

treatment to

cardiovascular

disease 

• Online readers 

vote for higher

speed limits on

two Kalamazoo

streets 

MORE » 

School Zone
by Julie Mack 

• New report on 

college loans 

• Story of a 

burned-out

teacher 

MORE » 

Kalamabrew
by Gazette staff 

• Sample some 

Suds on the

Shore in

Ludington and

help out The

United Way 

• Get a taste of 

Bavaria at the

inaugural UP

Oktoberfest in

Marquette 

MORE » 

Answer Book
by Gazette staff 

• Kalamazoo 

County fast facts 

• Answer Book 

2009: Who's Who

in Kalamazoo? 

MORE » 

 |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  |  | 

© 2009 Michigan Live LLC. All Rights Reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management.

 Site Search Search Local Business Listings

  

Site Map | Advertise | Contact Us

 Make us Your Home Page 

l Your Photos 

l Your Videos 

l Blogs 

l Forums 

l Michigan Travel 

l Michigan Music 

l Post a Job 

l Post a Free Classified Ad 

l Sell Your Car 

l Sell/Rent Your Home 

l Apartments & Rentals 

l Claim Your Business

    Listing for Free 

l Michigan Obituaries 

l Michigan Environment 

l Michigan Lottery 

l Wedding Stories & Tips 

l Politico on MLive.com 

l Parade on MLive.com 

  

  

  

  

  

 Special home delivery offers! 
AnnArbor.com | Bay City Times | Flint Journal | Grand Rapids Press 

Jackson-Citizen Patriot | Kalamazoo Gazette | Muskegon Chronicle | Saginaw News 

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more...

News

News Michigan News Crime Opinion Obituaries Lottery Weather

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more...

Home News Weather Sports Entertainment Living Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shopping Place an Ad 

Subscribe to our Content (RSS)

Subscribe to Email Newsletters

MLive.com on Twitter

MLive.com on Facebook

MLive.com Mobile Site

http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2008/10/medical_marijuana_science_poli.html Page 1 / 4

http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/business/
http://www.mlive.com/sports/
http://www.mlive.com/entertainment/
http://www.mlive.com/living/
http://www.mlive.com/interact/
http://www.mlive.com/jobs/
http://autos.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/realestate/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://shopping.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/placead/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2008/10/
http://www.mlive.com/news/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/crime/
http://www.mlive.com/opinion/kalamazoo/
http://www.mlive.com/deathnotices/
http://www.mlive.com/lottery/
http://www.mlive.com/weather/index.ssf?zipcode=49001
http://www.mlive.com/set-local-coverage/
http://www.mlive.com/ann-arbor/
http://www.mlive.com/bay-city/
http://www.mlive.com/detroit/
http://www.mlive.com/flint/
http://www.mlive.com/grand-rapids/
http://www.mlive.com/jackson/
http://www.mlive.com/kalamazoo/
http://www.mlive.com/muskegon/
http://www.mlive.com/saginaw/
http://www.mlive.com/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/
http://feeds.feedburner.com/kzgazette_news
http://update.mlive.com/adv_mlive/newsletters/mlive/subscribe.htm#topicba
http://twitter.com/kzoo_gazette/
http://www.mlive.com/kzgazette/
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/
http://www.mlive.com/kzgazette/frontpage
http://obits.mlive.com/kalamazoo/DeathNotices.asp
http://www.marketplacelocal.com/portalWeb/portal.aspx?groupid=607&pagename=home&channelid=2099&categoryid=16237
http://www.mlive.com/kzcelebrations/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kzgazette/index.ssf?policebeat
http://www.mlive.com/recipes/
mailto:news@kalamazoogazette.com
http://jobs.mlive.com/careers/jobsearch/results?searchType=quick;country=United+States;state=Michigan;city=kalamazoo
http://realestate.mlive.com/?classification=real+estate&temp_type=browse&finder=buy&ad_type=residential-listing%2Cvacation-listing%2Cnew-homes-listing&tp=RE_mlive&property=mlive.com&map_region=WESTERN_REGION&region=66345344
http://autos.mlive.com/Autos?tp=TR_mlive&category=search&temp_type=detail&ad_type=dealer+new%2Cdealer+used%2Cliner%2Caoe_liner%2Cbundle%2Cdealer+certified&all=&feature_start_year=&feature_end_year=&m=&data_prop=MLIVE.COM-KA-AUTOS&x=37&y=9
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/
http://photos.mlive.com/kalamazoogazette/2009/08/kalamazoo_county_fair_3.html
http://photos.mlive.com/kalamazoogazette/2009/08/kalamazoo_county_fair_3.html
http://photos.mlive.com/kalamazoogazette/2009/08/kalamazoo_county_fair_3.html
http://photos.mlive.com/kalamazoogazette/2009/08/kalamazoo_county_fair_3.html
http://photos.mlive.com/kalamazoogazette/2009/08/kalamazoo_county_fair_2.html
http://www.mlive.com/weather
http://www.mlive.com/content/weatherbox/weatherbox_standard.ssf
http://www.mlive.com/weather/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/video_shows_officer_punching_t.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/consensus_lacking_on_health_ca.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/in_the_next_24_festival_outdoo.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/pregnant_cow_bolts_county_fair.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/no_swimming_warning_extends_in.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2009/08/trial_starts_in_portage_teens.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/
http://www.mlive.com/classifieds/free/
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_sign_wr_billy_mcmullen_c_1.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_sign_wr_billy_mcmullen_c_1.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/brian_vanochten_on_the_huge_sh_6.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/brian_vanochten_on_the_huge_sh_6.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/shaun_smith_former_lions_dt_sh_1.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/shaun_smith_former_lions_dt_sh_1.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/08/are_deathers_the_new_birthers.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/08/are_deathers_the_new_birthers.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2009/08/meet_mike_sola_the_man_who_whe.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2009/08/meet_mike_sola_the_man_who_whe.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_will_shut_down_ailing_da_1.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_will_shut_down_ailing_da_1.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/dan_miller_on_wzam_lions_lose.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/dan_miller_on_wzam_lions_lose.html
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_rookie_rb_aaron_brown_ch.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/lions/index.ssf/2009/08/lions_rookie_rb_aaron_brown_ch.html
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_lose_to_boston_in_game.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/tigers/index.ssf/2009/08/tigers_lose_to_boston_in_game.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/08/stabenow_health_care_agreement.html#comments
http://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/index.ssf/2009/08/stabenow_health_care_agreement.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2008/10/
http://www.mlive.com/set-local-coverage/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2008/10/
http://www.mlive.com/news/kalamazoo/index.ssf/2008/10/


Site Search Search Local Business Listings

  

Home Business Sports Entertainment Living Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shop Place An Ad

 
See another view of this page by choosing local coverage below. How to set your local coverage

Ann Arbor Bay City Detroit Flint Grand Rapids Jackson Kalamazoo Muskegon Saginaw Statewide 

KALAMAZOO NEWS
The Latest Community, Education & Government News, Blogs, Photos & Videos 

Medical marijuana: Science, politics intermingle

by Robyn Rosenthal | Special to the Gazette 

Sunday October 19, 2008, 1:15 AM

KALAMAZOO -- If it were just about the science -- and not the politics -- 
states would allow marijuana for medical purposes, says a leading 
researcher who was the first to report the drug's effectiveness in treating 
Lou Gehrig's disease.

"There is actually an overwhelming abundance of evidence to support the 
medical efficacy of cannabinoids, the active ingredients in marijuana. 
There is more evidence (of their effectiveness) than there is for many 
prescription drugs," said Dr. Gregory Carter, of the University of 
Washington School of Medicine, where he co-directs the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association-Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's 
disease) Clinic.

On Nov. 4, Michigan voters will decide on a ballot proposal that would 
allow some severely ill patients to use marijuana to treat pain, nausea and 
other symptoms. If voters pass the initiative, Michigan would become the 
15th state -- and the first in the Midwest -- to have some kind of medical-
marijuana law.

Supporters of Proposal 1 say the initiative would give relief without fear 
of arrest to people suffering from debilitating diseases.

Difficulties

Opponents say there are synthetic prescription drugs that offer some of 
the same benefits as marijuana. Citizens Protecting Michigan's Kids, 
which opposes the initiative, said the proposal could lead to increased 
teen drug use and hinder police efforts to fight drugs.

Voter passage of the measure would remove state-level penalties for 
registered patients using marijuana. But the proposal includes no 
provision to provide access to the drug through the state or pharmacies, 
and sale of the drug would remain a felony, even to legal users. 
Supporters hope users would grow their own plants, but in the interim 
until harvest, the marijuana would have to be bought on the street.

"The unintended consequences (of the initiative) are too grave and too 
severe," said Appeals Court Judge Bill Schuette, who helped form Citizens 
Protecting Michigan's Kids. "I'm a judge. This proposal is a doozy."

Pros and cons

The law would allow people with debilitating diseases, such as cancer, 
glaucoma, AIDS and Alzheimer's disease or those with severe or chronic 
pain, seizures, nausea and other ailments approved by the state, to grow, 
possess and use limited amounts of marijuana. The users would need 
approval from medical doctors, have identification cards and be entered 
into a registry.

"I can tell you that, as a physician and researcher specializing in the care 
of patients with severe neuromuscular diseases, including (Lou Gehrig's 
disease), marijuana works in ways no other medicines do to help these 
people, being both a safe and effective medicine," Carter said.

Others aren't convinced.

"They're treating it like a panacea that everybody is waiting for, and it's 
not so," said state Sen. Tom George, a Republican from Texas Township 
who is also a physician. George opposes the measure.

George, an anesthesiologist, said a synthetic drug called dronabinol (the 
commercial name is Marinol) offers benefits similar to those of marijuana.

He said marijuana has many properties not completely known, which 
could be hazardous to patients. Because patients would be allowed to 
grow their own marijuana, the drug's purity would not be guaranteed, he 
said. Neither would it be possible to ensure proper dosage, which could 
result in overdoses.

Carter said users have found dronabinol too sedating. He also said there 
has never been a reported overdose of marijuana or dronabinol in 
humans.

"It's pathetically simple to dose," Carter said.

Groups take sides

More organizations are supporting medicinal marijuana -- or at least 
urging government support of additional research on the drug.

The American College of Physicians, the second-largest medical society 
in the United States, is calling for an evidence-based review to determine 
whether marijuana's classification should be relaxed. The group also 
argues that all physicians who prescribe medical marijuana and their 
patients should not face criminal and civil penalties -- regardless state 
laws.

Former U.S. Surgeon Generals Joycelyn Elders and Jesse Steinfeld have 
publicly endorsed the medical use of marijuana.

Statewide, however, many health and law-enforcement groups have come 
out against Proposal 1, including the Michigan State Medical Society and 
Prosecuting Attorney's Association.

Dianne Byrum, spokeswoman for the Michigan Coalition for 
Compassionate Care, an advocacy group that gathered signatures to put 
the question on the November ballot, said the law would apply to a small 
percentage of the state's population, perhaps less than half of 1 percent, 
or about 50,000 people.

"The reality is, they're getting it now," Byrum said of people using 
marijuana for medical reasons. "This gives them protection against arrest 
and prosecution."

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and other federal agencies 
are focused on battling large-scale drug-trafficking operations, not small-
scale users, said spokesman Rich Isaacson, of the DEA's Detroit office. 
Medical-marijuana users typically would not be targeted by the DEA, he 
said.

Not a first

If voters approve the marijuana initiative, it wouldn't be Michigan's first 
law allowing the drug for medical purposes.

In 1979, the Legislature passed a bill that allowed cancer and glaucoma 
patients to participate in a federal program that made it legal for those 
patients to purchase marijuana for therapeutic reasons.

Greg Francisco, who is spearheading the local campaign to pass Proposal 
1, said the 1979 law allowed patients to use only federally cultivated 
marijuana. Francisco said the program ended after about two years 
because the federal supply was inadequate. He said about 300 people 
were enrolled in the program.

"The research is there. It works," Francisco said of medical marijuana.

Francisco is a former Bloomingdale Public Schools counselor who 
resigned from his job in 2006 after he was charged with marijuana 
possession. The charge was later dropped. Francisco now operates a wool 
mill.

Five Michigan cities have medical-marijuana ordinances. Law-
enforcement officials in two of those communities, Flint and Ann Arbor -- 
similar in size to Kalamazoo -- said they have not had complaints about 
medical marijuana since their laws went into effect.

Voters in Flint approved the medical-marijuana ordinance in 2007; Ann 
Arbor voters passed a similar law in 2004.
--------------------------- 
On the Web
For more information on the medical- 
marijuana issue: 
Supporting Proposal 1
v http://stoparrestingpatients.org.
Opposing Proposal 1
v http://www.nopotshops.com.
Debatepedia
v Should marijuana be made legal for medical purposes?
http://tinyurl.com/Debate MedicalMarijuana. 
ProCon.org
v Should marijuana be a medical option? 
http://medical marijuana.procon.org. 
Kalamazoo Gazette series
v In March, the Gazette published a four-part series that investigated the 
benefits and risks of medical marijuana. Read it here: 
http://tinyurl.com/Medical MarijuanaSeries. 
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Posted by etruex on 10/19/08 at 3:43AM

Relief from pain and nausea are only two of the medical benefits of 
marijuana. In 1974, a study in Virginia found that it blocks tumor growth. 
U.S. officials suppressed this information. Subsequent research in Spain 
confirmed that marijuana shrinks brain tumors. And a twenty-year 
population study by UCLA has concluded that smoking marijuana does not 
cause lung cancer. These tumor-shrinking, anti-carcinogenic properties 
have also been found effective against prostate and non-melanoma skin 
cancers. Recent research in Canada indicates that, unlike caffeine, alcohol 
or opiates, marijuana actually encourages brain cell growth. And an Italian 
study on pain relief finds it superior to synthetic, non-synergistic, patented 
cannabinoids like Marinol. If these reports were aired on the NBC Nightly 
News, we'd see zillions of Marlboro Men screaming for reform. The public is 
already ahead of the politicians on this issue. Elected officials are too afraid 
of being labeled 'soft on crime'. What say the Michigan voters?
--Food For Thought 

Posted by porschegirl on 10/19/08 at 5:52AM

Before my sister died from pancreatic cancer this last summer, she asked 
me to help get this passed.
The prescription's they gave her knocked her out...she wanted to be 
awake for as long as possible. Marijuana gave her that option. We were 
able to ease her pain and still talk and hang on to each other. She felt 
alone and CRAZY on the morphine and HALODROL(awful stuff.. talk about 
hallucinations).
I saw how marijuana helped her. And I would have done ANYTHING to 
ease her pain and make her passing easier.
So here's what I have to say...you can sit on your ass and watch your 
loved ones suffer or.... you can go out and vote YES on Proposal 1 Nov. 4th 
2008.
I choose to Vote YES on Proposal 1
I hope you do also.

Posted by team593 on 10/19/08 at 7:52AM

Well folks, lets face the real facts.
1. Governments are not going to leagalize it cause anyone can grow it, 
therefore the Gov. can't tax it.

2. The mofias' that financially control the Governments wouldn't make 
anything off of a substance that was made leagal.

3. If marijuana was legal and effective on treating pain problems or other 
medical ailments then the medical industry would lose a LOT of 
income/profits.

When will Marijuana be legal? When Legal Marijuana can make as much 
income/profit as illegal Marijuana does, and the governments can control it.

....like they control it any now...heh,heh,heh.

Posted by horseapples on 10/19/08 at 9:35AM

I strongly suggest that you go to the website of "Law Enforcement Against 
Prohibition," and see what many from the various law enforcement 
establishments have to say in support of legal medical marijuana 
availability." www.leap.cc"

As to Dr Georges' political opposition, sadly he is out of touch with reality 
on this issue. Get it in perspective:

1. Not ONE known death from use of marijuana.
2. 100,000 deaths in the U.S. from prescription drugs each year.
3. 250,000 deaths from nicotine addiction.
4. Alchohol has left destruction of families, hundreds of thousands of 
deaths.
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Medical marijuana: Science, politics intermingle

by Robyn Rosenthal | Special to the Gazette 

Sunday October 19, 2008, 1:15 AM

KALAMAZOO -- If it were just about the science -- and not the politics -- 
states would allow marijuana for medical purposes, says a leading 
researcher who was the first to report the drug's effectiveness in treating 
Lou Gehrig's disease.

"There is actually an overwhelming abundance of evidence to support the 
medical efficacy of cannabinoids, the active ingredients in marijuana. 
There is more evidence (of their effectiveness) than there is for many 
prescription drugs," said Dr. Gregory Carter, of the University of 
Washington School of Medicine, where he co-directs the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association-Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's 
disease) Clinic.

On Nov. 4, Michigan voters will decide on a ballot proposal that would 
allow some severely ill patients to use marijuana to treat pain, nausea and 
other symptoms. If voters pass the initiative, Michigan would become the 
15th state -- and the first in the Midwest -- to have some kind of medical-
marijuana law.

Supporters of Proposal 1 say the initiative would give relief without fear 
of arrest to people suffering from debilitating diseases.

Difficulties

Opponents say there are synthetic prescription drugs that offer some of 
the same benefits as marijuana. Citizens Protecting Michigan's Kids, 
which opposes the initiative, said the proposal could lead to increased 
teen drug use and hinder police efforts to fight drugs.

Voter passage of the measure would remove state-level penalties for 
registered patients using marijuana. But the proposal includes no 
provision to provide access to the drug through the state or pharmacies, 
and sale of the drug would remain a felony, even to legal users. 
Supporters hope users would grow their own plants, but in the interim 
until harvest, the marijuana would have to be bought on the street.

"The unintended consequences (of the initiative) are too grave and too 
severe," said Appeals Court Judge Bill Schuette, who helped form Citizens 
Protecting Michigan's Kids. "I'm a judge. This proposal is a doozy."

Pros and cons

The law would allow people with debilitating diseases, such as cancer, 
glaucoma, AIDS and Alzheimer's disease or those with severe or chronic 
pain, seizures, nausea and other ailments approved by the state, to grow, 
possess and use limited amounts of marijuana. The users would need 
approval from medical doctors, have identification cards and be entered 
into a registry.

"I can tell you that, as a physician and researcher specializing in the care 
of patients with severe neuromuscular diseases, including (Lou Gehrig's 
disease), marijuana works in ways no other medicines do to help these 
people, being both a safe and effective medicine," Carter said.

Others aren't convinced.

"They're treating it like a panacea that everybody is waiting for, and it's 
not so," said state Sen. Tom George, a Republican from Texas Township 
who is also a physician. George opposes the measure.

George, an anesthesiologist, said a synthetic drug called dronabinol (the 
commercial name is Marinol) offers benefits similar to those of marijuana.

He said marijuana has many properties not completely known, which 
could be hazardous to patients. Because patients would be allowed to 
grow their own marijuana, the drug's purity would not be guaranteed, he 
said. Neither would it be possible to ensure proper dosage, which could 
result in overdoses.

Carter said users have found dronabinol too sedating. He also said there 
has never been a reported overdose of marijuana or dronabinol in 
humans.

"It's pathetically simple to dose," Carter said.

Groups take sides

More organizations are supporting medicinal marijuana -- or at least 
urging government support of additional research on the drug.

The American College of Physicians, the second-largest medical society 
in the United States, is calling for an evidence-based review to determine 
whether marijuana's classification should be relaxed. The group also 
argues that all physicians who prescribe medical marijuana and their 
patients should not face criminal and civil penalties -- regardless state 
laws.

Former U.S. Surgeon Generals Joycelyn Elders and Jesse Steinfeld have 
publicly endorsed the medical use of marijuana.

Statewide, however, many health and law-enforcement groups have come 
out against Proposal 1, including the Michigan State Medical Society and 
Prosecuting Attorney's Association.

Dianne Byrum, spokeswoman for the Michigan Coalition for 
Compassionate Care, an advocacy group that gathered signatures to put 
the question on the November ballot, said the law would apply to a small 
percentage of the state's population, perhaps less than half of 1 percent, 
or about 50,000 people.

"The reality is, they're getting it now," Byrum said of people using 
marijuana for medical reasons. "This gives them protection against arrest 
and prosecution."

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and other federal agencies 
are focused on battling large-scale drug-trafficking operations, not small-
scale users, said spokesman Rich Isaacson, of the DEA's Detroit office. 
Medical-marijuana users typically would not be targeted by the DEA, he 
said.

Not a first

If voters approve the marijuana initiative, it wouldn't be Michigan's first 
law allowing the drug for medical purposes.

In 1979, the Legislature passed a bill that allowed cancer and glaucoma 
patients to participate in a federal program that made it legal for those 
patients to purchase marijuana for therapeutic reasons.

Greg Francisco, who is spearheading the local campaign to pass Proposal 
1, said the 1979 law allowed patients to use only federally cultivated 
marijuana. Francisco said the program ended after about two years 
because the federal supply was inadequate. He said about 300 people 
were enrolled in the program.

"The research is there. It works," Francisco said of medical marijuana.

Francisco is a former Bloomingdale Public Schools counselor who 
resigned from his job in 2006 after he was charged with marijuana 
possession. The charge was later dropped. Francisco now operates a wool 
mill.

Five Michigan cities have medical-marijuana ordinances. Law-
enforcement officials in two of those communities, Flint and Ann Arbor -- 
similar in size to Kalamazoo -- said they have not had complaints about 
medical marijuana since their laws went into effect.

Voters in Flint approved the medical-marijuana ordinance in 2007; Ann 
Arbor voters passed a similar law in 2004.
--------------------------- 
On the Web
For more information on the medical- 
marijuana issue: 
Supporting Proposal 1
v http://stoparrestingpatients.org.
Opposing Proposal 1
v http://www.nopotshops.com.
Debatepedia
v Should marijuana be made legal for medical purposes?
http://tinyurl.com/Debate MedicalMarijuana. 
ProCon.org
v Should marijuana be a medical option? 
http://medical marijuana.procon.org. 
Kalamazoo Gazette series
v In March, the Gazette published a four-part series that investigated the 
benefits and risks of medical marijuana. Read it here: 
http://tinyurl.com/Medical MarijuanaSeries. 
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Posted by etruex on 10/19/08 at 3:43AM

Relief from pain and nausea are only two of the medical benefits of 
marijuana. In 1974, a study in Virginia found that it blocks tumor growth. 
U.S. officials suppressed this information. Subsequent research in Spain 
confirmed that marijuana shrinks brain tumors. And a twenty-year 
population study by UCLA has concluded that smoking marijuana does not 
cause lung cancer. These tumor-shrinking, anti-carcinogenic properties 
have also been found effective against prostate and non-melanoma skin 
cancers. Recent research in Canada indicates that, unlike caffeine, alcohol 
or opiates, marijuana actually encourages brain cell growth. And an Italian 
study on pain relief finds it superior to synthetic, non-synergistic, patented 
cannabinoids like Marinol. If these reports were aired on the NBC Nightly 
News, we'd see zillions of Marlboro Men screaming for reform. The public is 
already ahead of the politicians on this issue. Elected officials are too afraid 
of being labeled 'soft on crime'. What say the Michigan voters?
--Food For Thought 

Posted by porschegirl on 10/19/08 at 5:52AM

Before my sister died from pancreatic cancer this last summer, she asked 
me to help get this passed.
The prescription's they gave her knocked her out...she wanted to be 
awake for as long as possible. Marijuana gave her that option. We were 
able to ease her pain and still talk and hang on to each other. She felt 
alone and CRAZY on the morphine and HALODROL(awful stuff.. talk about 
hallucinations).
I saw how marijuana helped her. And I would have done ANYTHING to 
ease her pain and make her passing easier.
So here's what I have to say...you can sit on your ass and watch your 
loved ones suffer or.... you can go out and vote YES on Proposal 1 Nov. 4th 
2008.
I choose to Vote YES on Proposal 1
I hope you do also.

Posted by team593 on 10/19/08 at 7:52AM

Well folks, lets face the real facts.
1. Governments are not going to leagalize it cause anyone can grow it, 
therefore the Gov. can't tax it.

2. The mofias' that financially control the Governments wouldn't make 
anything off of a substance that was made leagal.

3. If marijuana was legal and effective on treating pain problems or other 
medical ailments then the medical industry would lose a LOT of 
income/profits.

When will Marijuana be legal? When Legal Marijuana can make as much 
income/profit as illegal Marijuana does, and the governments can control it.

....like they control it any now...heh,heh,heh.

Posted by horseapples on 10/19/08 at 9:35AM

I strongly suggest that you go to the website of "Law Enforcement Against 
Prohibition," and see what many from the various law enforcement 
establishments have to say in support of legal medical marijuana 
availability." www.leap.cc"

As to Dr Georges' political opposition, sadly he is out of touch with reality 
on this issue. Get it in perspective:

1. Not ONE known death from use of marijuana.
2. 100,000 deaths in the U.S. from prescription drugs each year.
3. 250,000 deaths from nicotine addiction.
4. Alchohol has left destruction of families, hundreds of thousands of 
deaths.
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Medical marijuana: Science, politics intermingle

by Robyn Rosenthal | Special to the Gazette 

Sunday October 19, 2008, 1:15 AM

KALAMAZOO -- If it were just about the science -- and not the politics -- 
states would allow marijuana for medical purposes, says a leading 
researcher who was the first to report the drug's effectiveness in treating 
Lou Gehrig's disease.

"There is actually an overwhelming abundance of evidence to support the 
medical efficacy of cannabinoids, the active ingredients in marijuana. 
There is more evidence (of their effectiveness) than there is for many 
prescription drugs," said Dr. Gregory Carter, of the University of 
Washington School of Medicine, where he co-directs the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association-Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's 
disease) Clinic.

On Nov. 4, Michigan voters will decide on a ballot proposal that would 
allow some severely ill patients to use marijuana to treat pain, nausea and 
other symptoms. If voters pass the initiative, Michigan would become the 
15th state -- and the first in the Midwest -- to have some kind of medical-
marijuana law.

Supporters of Proposal 1 say the initiative would give relief without fear 
of arrest to people suffering from debilitating diseases.

Difficulties

Opponents say there are synthetic prescription drugs that offer some of 
the same benefits as marijuana. Citizens Protecting Michigan's Kids, 
which opposes the initiative, said the proposal could lead to increased 
teen drug use and hinder police efforts to fight drugs.

Voter passage of the measure would remove state-level penalties for 
registered patients using marijuana. But the proposal includes no 
provision to provide access to the drug through the state or pharmacies, 
and sale of the drug would remain a felony, even to legal users. 
Supporters hope users would grow their own plants, but in the interim 
until harvest, the marijuana would have to be bought on the street.

"The unintended consequences (of the initiative) are too grave and too 
severe," said Appeals Court Judge Bill Schuette, who helped form Citizens 
Protecting Michigan's Kids. "I'm a judge. This proposal is a doozy."

Pros and cons

The law would allow people with debilitating diseases, such as cancer, 
glaucoma, AIDS and Alzheimer's disease or those with severe or chronic 
pain, seizures, nausea and other ailments approved by the state, to grow, 
possess and use limited amounts of marijuana. The users would need 
approval from medical doctors, have identification cards and be entered 
into a registry.

"I can tell you that, as a physician and researcher specializing in the care 
of patients with severe neuromuscular diseases, including (Lou Gehrig's 
disease), marijuana works in ways no other medicines do to help these 
people, being both a safe and effective medicine," Carter said.

Others aren't convinced.

"They're treating it like a panacea that everybody is waiting for, and it's 
not so," said state Sen. Tom George, a Republican from Texas Township 
who is also a physician. George opposes the measure.

George, an anesthesiologist, said a synthetic drug called dronabinol (the 
commercial name is Marinol) offers benefits similar to those of marijuana.

He said marijuana has many properties not completely known, which 
could be hazardous to patients. Because patients would be allowed to 
grow their own marijuana, the drug's purity would not be guaranteed, he 
said. Neither would it be possible to ensure proper dosage, which could 
result in overdoses.

Carter said users have found dronabinol too sedating. He also said there 
has never been a reported overdose of marijuana or dronabinol in 
humans.

"It's pathetically simple to dose," Carter said.

Groups take sides

More organizations are supporting medicinal marijuana -- or at least 
urging government support of additional research on the drug.

The American College of Physicians, the second-largest medical society 
in the United States, is calling for an evidence-based review to determine 
whether marijuana's classification should be relaxed. The group also 
argues that all physicians who prescribe medical marijuana and their 
patients should not face criminal and civil penalties -- regardless state 
laws.

Former U.S. Surgeon Generals Joycelyn Elders and Jesse Steinfeld have 
publicly endorsed the medical use of marijuana.

Statewide, however, many health and law-enforcement groups have come 
out against Proposal 1, including the Michigan State Medical Society and 
Prosecuting Attorney's Association.

Dianne Byrum, spokeswoman for the Michigan Coalition for 
Compassionate Care, an advocacy group that gathered signatures to put 
the question on the November ballot, said the law would apply to a small 
percentage of the state's population, perhaps less than half of 1 percent, 
or about 50,000 people.

"The reality is, they're getting it now," Byrum said of people using 
marijuana for medical reasons. "This gives them protection against arrest 
and prosecution."

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and other federal agencies 
are focused on battling large-scale drug-trafficking operations, not small-
scale users, said spokesman Rich Isaacson, of the DEA's Detroit office. 
Medical-marijuana users typically would not be targeted by the DEA, he 
said.

Not a first

If voters approve the marijuana initiative, it wouldn't be Michigan's first 
law allowing the drug for medical purposes.

In 1979, the Legislature passed a bill that allowed cancer and glaucoma 
patients to participate in a federal program that made it legal for those 
patients to purchase marijuana for therapeutic reasons.

Greg Francisco, who is spearheading the local campaign to pass Proposal 
1, said the 1979 law allowed patients to use only federally cultivated 
marijuana. Francisco said the program ended after about two years 
because the federal supply was inadequate. He said about 300 people 
were enrolled in the program.

"The research is there. It works," Francisco said of medical marijuana.

Francisco is a former Bloomingdale Public Schools counselor who 
resigned from his job in 2006 after he was charged with marijuana 
possession. The charge was later dropped. Francisco now operates a wool 
mill.

Five Michigan cities have medical-marijuana ordinances. Law-
enforcement officials in two of those communities, Flint and Ann Arbor -- 
similar in size to Kalamazoo -- said they have not had complaints about 
medical marijuana since their laws went into effect.

Voters in Flint approved the medical-marijuana ordinance in 2007; Ann 
Arbor voters passed a similar law in 2004.
--------------------------- 
On the Web
For more information on the medical- 
marijuana issue: 
Supporting Proposal 1
v http://stoparrestingpatients.org.
Opposing Proposal 1
v http://www.nopotshops.com.
Debatepedia
v Should marijuana be made legal for medical purposes?
http://tinyurl.com/Debate MedicalMarijuana. 
ProCon.org
v Should marijuana be a medical option? 
http://medical marijuana.procon.org. 
Kalamazoo Gazette series
v In March, the Gazette published a four-part series that investigated the 
benefits and risks of medical marijuana. Read it here: 
http://tinyurl.com/Medical MarijuanaSeries. 
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Posted by etruex on 10/19/08 at 3:43AM

Relief from pain and nausea are only two of the medical benefits of 
marijuana. In 1974, a study in Virginia found that it blocks tumor growth. 
U.S. officials suppressed this information. Subsequent research in Spain 
confirmed that marijuana shrinks brain tumors. And a twenty-year 
population study by UCLA has concluded that smoking marijuana does not 
cause lung cancer. These tumor-shrinking, anti-carcinogenic properties 
have also been found effective against prostate and non-melanoma skin 
cancers. Recent research in Canada indicates that, unlike caffeine, alcohol 
or opiates, marijuana actually encourages brain cell growth. And an Italian 
study on pain relief finds it superior to synthetic, non-synergistic, patented 
cannabinoids like Marinol. If these reports were aired on the NBC Nightly 
News, we'd see zillions of Marlboro Men screaming for reform. The public is 
already ahead of the politicians on this issue. Elected officials are too afraid 
of being labeled 'soft on crime'. What say the Michigan voters?
--Food For Thought 

Posted by porschegirl on 10/19/08 at 5:52AM

Before my sister died from pancreatic cancer this last summer, she asked 
me to help get this passed.
The prescription's they gave her knocked her out...she wanted to be 
awake for as long as possible. Marijuana gave her that option. We were 
able to ease her pain and still talk and hang on to each other. She felt 
alone and CRAZY on the morphine and HALODROL(awful stuff.. talk about 
hallucinations).
I saw how marijuana helped her. And I would have done ANYTHING to 
ease her pain and make her passing easier.
So here's what I have to say...you can sit on your ass and watch your 
loved ones suffer or.... you can go out and vote YES on Proposal 1 Nov. 4th 
2008.
I choose to Vote YES on Proposal 1
I hope you do also.

Posted by team593 on 10/19/08 at 7:52AM

Well folks, lets face the real facts.
1. Governments are not going to leagalize it cause anyone can grow it, 
therefore the Gov. can't tax it.

2. The mofias' that financially control the Governments wouldn't make 
anything off of a substance that was made leagal.

3. If marijuana was legal and effective on treating pain problems or other 
medical ailments then the medical industry would lose a LOT of 
income/profits.

When will Marijuana be legal? When Legal Marijuana can make as much 
income/profit as illegal Marijuana does, and the governments can control it.

....like they control it any now...heh,heh,heh.

Posted by horseapples on 10/19/08 at 9:35AM

I strongly suggest that you go to the website of "Law Enforcement Against 
Prohibition," and see what many from the various law enforcement 
establishments have to say in support of legal medical marijuana 
availability." www.leap.cc"

As to Dr Georges' political opposition, sadly he is out of touch with reality 
on this issue. Get it in perspective:

1. Not ONE known death from use of marijuana.
2. 100,000 deaths in the U.S. from prescription drugs each year.
3. 250,000 deaths from nicotine addiction.
4. Alchohol has left destruction of families, hundreds of thousands of 
deaths.
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