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Could prostitution become legal
in California?
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On November 4th, San Francisco will decide if they should stop
enforcing laws against prostitution. While it doesn’t legalize the
world’s oldest profession - state law specifically prohibits prostitution
- it would keep prostitues, johns, and pimps from fear of arrest or
prosecution for partaking in related activity.

Measure K: Changing the Enforcement of Laws Related to Prostitution
and Sex Workers City of San Francisco, as it will appear on the ballot
reads:

Shall the City: stop enforcing laws against prostitution; stop
funding or supporting the First Offender Prostitution Program or
any similar anti-prostitution program; enforce existing criminal
laws that prohibit crimes such as battery, extortion and rape,
regardless of the victim’s status as a sex worker; and fully
disclose the investigation and prosecution of violent crimes
against sex workers?

Among the measure’s more high profile supporters are the San
Francisco Democratic Party, the San Francisco Bay Guardian, State
Senator Carole Migden, and Jeffrey Klausner, director of STD control
and prevention for the San Francisco’s health department.

Opponents include the San Francisco Chronicle, Mayor Gavin
Newsom, and the Coalition for SF Neighborhoods,

FURIOUS

O%

SAD

O%

BORED

O%

THRILLED

0%
INTRIGUED

0%

| AM: .

RECENT COMMENTS

B 0 COMMENTS

kRl POST A COMMENT

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html

SEND US STORY TIPS: E

72 °F LOS ANGELES, CA

HIGH: 80° LOW: 63°

|VIEW TRAFFIC IN ¥ |

Sprint

Download one
of Amaré's
freeé ringtones
or send a
wake-up call.

BoostUp.org/WakeUp

ADUERTISEMENT

SO LA

» Tell Us Your Moment...

DON'T MISS

A\ roLITICS
2 hours ago

Sotomayor Gets White House
Welcome

President Obama and first lady Michelle
Obama hosted a reception at the White House
today for new Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor.

READ IT

A sPORTS

Page1/3


http://www.nbclosangeles.com/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Americans_working_much_harder___for_less_pay-52972817.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/weather
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/video/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/mood/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/results/?keywords=%22DAVID+MARKLAND%22&author=y&sort=date
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://flickr.com/photos/eliya/2309188862/
http://prostitution.procon.org/viewresource.asp?resourceID=119
http://www.smartvoter.org/2008/11/04/ca/sf/meas/K/
http://www.yesonpropk.org/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Sotomayor-Gets-White-House-Welcome-53037717.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Sotomayor-Gets-White-House-Welcome-53037717.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Attention-Lakers-Fans-Get-Your-Forum-Tickets-Today-53037642.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Attention-Lakers-Fans-Get-Your-Forum-Tickets-Today-53037642.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://iv.doubleclick.net/jump/nbcu.lim.la/pid_fault_news-politics;!category=la;!category=news;!category=fault;!category=;site=la;pid=fault;sect=news;sub=politics;sub2=;contentid=31142024;contentgroup=;kw=;mtfIFPath=/includes/;;tile=3;pos=1;sz=300x250,300x600;ord=123456a?
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://del.icio.us/post?url=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/&title=NBC Moment
http://del.icio.us/post?url=/somycity/&title=NBC Moment
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/&t=NBC Moment
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/&t=NBC Moment
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/&title=NBC Moment
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/&title=NBC Moment
http://cgi.fark.com/cgi/fark/farkit.pl?h=NBC Moment&u=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/Posting-SoMyCity-Moments-via-Email-and-Twitter-la.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:mmt.hidePreview();
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Sotomayor-Gets-White-House-Welcome-53037717.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Sotomayor-Gets-White-House-Welcome-53037717.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebrity_Splitsville.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebrity_Splitsville.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebrity_Splitsville.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/fashion/NATL-Sassy-or-Trashy-Mini-Skirts-52534262.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/fashion/NATL-Sassy-or-Trashy-Mini-Skirts-52534262.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/fashion/NATL-Sassy-or-Trashy-Mini-Skirts-52534262.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Cheerleaders_of_the_NFL.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Cheerleaders_of_the_NFL.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Cheerleaders_of_the_NFL.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/enjoy-this/NATL-LA_Celebrities_Love_LA.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/enjoy-this/NATL-LA_Celebrities_Love_LA.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/enjoy-this/NATL-LA_Celebrities_Love_LA.html');
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
javascript:void(0);
mailto:tips@nbclosangeles.com
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/terms
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/privacy
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/terms
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/privacy
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&title=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&title=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&t=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&t=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&title=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html&title=Could prostitution become legal in California?
http://cgi.fark.com/cgi/fark/farkit.pl?h=Could prostitution become legal in California?&u=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);

One argument against Measure K is that it would legalize child
prostitution, which may be an issue of semantics: in late December,
Gov. Schwarzenegger decriminalized minors involved in the sex
trade, and would treat them as victims - instead of charges and
prison time, underage prostitutes would be connected with
counselors and other services.

While Measure K would make California only the third state with lax
prostitution laws, besides Nevada and Rhode Island, there is no
indication its influence will reach beyond the Bay Area, let alone to
Southern California. From the LA Times:

No proposal along the lines of Proposition K is on the horizon for
Los Angeles.

“I think L.A. is many years behind San Francisco in terms of
sexual politics, sexual rights,” said Mariko Passion, founder of
the Sex Workers Outreach Project Los Angeles. “To have an
opinion about what sex worker rights really mean, the
awareness is not there at all.”

Correction: An original draft of this entry mistakenly listed and
Jeffrey Klausner as being an opponent of Measure K.

Copyright California Faultline
First Published: Oct 16, 2008 6:03 PM PDT

iSprnT aemaL € sune - TwiTTer [l FACEBOOK

YOU MIGHT LIKE

THE MOST:  INTERESTING

MY LOCAL BEAT

aug 11,2000 [MIPY LOCAL BEAT

Aug 11,2000 MY LOGAL BEAT

2 hours ago

Who's Behind the Aerial
Attack on Reggie Miller?

Report: LA Official
Suspected of Rape

COMMENTS

Romancing the Stoner:
Cameron's Gal Busted in
Smuggle

! 0 COMMENTS sonrey. OLDEST | RECENT

SEE MORE 0 COMMENTS

POST COMMENT

YOUR MOOD:

FURIOUS
INTRIGUED
SAD
BORED
THRILLED

COMMENT:

- wm wm wm m

YOU HAVE 2000 CHARACTERS LEFT )
.
< PosTANONYMOUSLY . J PUBLISH TO FACEBOOK T

NEWS Local Beat | Politics | Weird | Sports | Tech | Breaking
ENTERTAINMENT  Celebrity | Movies | Television | Music

ARDUND TOWN Food & Drink | Fashion | Shopping | Events | Real Estate | Cars | Debates

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html

2 hours ago

Just Like Old Times, Without the
Short Shorts

Get tickets today to watch the magic return to
the Forum.

READIT

MY LOCAL BEAT
2 hours ago

Romancing the Stoner: Cameron's
Gal Busted in Smuggle

Douglas' girlfriend busted for smuggling
heroin, in a toothbrush, sources say.

READIT

ENJQY THIS

3 LaoK
Celebrities in the Surf

B12325H8

NBC MARKETPLACE

1 Flat Stomach Rule: Obey

Learn How a Mom Combined 2 Products and Lost
53 Pounds in 2 Months

RachelRayJournal.com

Anti Wrinkle Creams Exposed

Which Anti Wrinkle Creams Really Work? Read
Our Exclusive Review Now.
www.fabulous-40.com

Free Gaining Penny Stock Picks

Over 600% Gain, Proven Track Record! Gaining
Penny Stock Market Picks and Info
www.WePickPennyStocks.com

VIDED
ENJOY THIS

S0 LA

Page2/3


http://www.foxreno.com/news/17577750/detail.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-sfsex15-2008sep15,0,5860203.story
http://feeds.wordpress.com/1.0/gocomments/californiafaultline.wordpress.com/465/
http://feeds.wordpress.com/1.0/godelicious/californiafaultline.wordpress.com/465/
http://feeds.wordpress.com/1.0/gostumble/californiafaultline.wordpress.com/465/
http://feeds.wordpress.com/1.0/godigg/californiafaultline.wordpress.com/465/
http://feeds.wordpress.com/1.0/goreddit/californiafaultline.wordpress.com/465/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Whos-Behind-Reggie-Millers-Banner-Day-52961722.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Whos-Behind-Reggie-Millers-Banner-Day-52961722.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Report-LA-Official-Suspected-of-Rape-52998572.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Report-LA-Official-Suspected-of-Rape-52998572.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html#
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Attention-Lakers-Fans-Get-Your-Forum-Tickets-Today-53037642.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/Attention-Lakers-Fans-Get-Your-Forum-Tickets-Today-53037642.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/Douglas-Girlfriend-Busted-for-Smuggling-Heroin-Into-Jail-52975187.html
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/enjoy-this/
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebs_in_Bathing_Suits.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebs_in_Bathing_Suits.html');
javascript:G.doPixelTracking(7, false, 'http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/Celebs_in_Bathing_Suits.html');
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local-beat/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/weird/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/sports/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/tech/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/breaking/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/video/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/celebrity/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/movies/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/television/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/entertainment/music/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/enjoy-this/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/food-drink/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/fashion/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/shopping/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/events/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/real-estate/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/cars/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/around-town/debates/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/somycity/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/newsletters/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/mobile/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/rss/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/weather/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/traffic/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/station/tv-listings/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/mood/

SERVICES Email Alerts & Newsletters | Mobile Alerts | RSS | Weather Forecast | Traffic | TV Listings MOOD BOARD

RELATED NBC 4 | NBC.Com | LX.TV | iVillage | Access Hollywood | Bravo | CNBC | Television Without Pity

Feedback | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise
©2009 NBC Universal, Inc. All rights reserved. Portions by Broadcast Interactive Media. ~ Terms Of Service | Privacy Policy

A Division of NBC Universal

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/politics/Could_prostitution_become_legal_in_California__LA.html Page 3/3


http://www.nbclosangeles.com/newsletters/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/mobile/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/rss/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/weather/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/traffic/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/station/tv-listings/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/mood/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/station/
http://www.nbc.com/
http://www.lxtv.com/
http://www.ivillage.com/
http://www.accesshollywood.com/
http://www.bravotv.com/
http://www.cnbc.com/
http://www.televisionwithoutpity.com/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/contact-us/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/contact-us/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/about-us/
http://www.nbclocalmedia.com/contact/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/terms/
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/privacy/
http://www.quantcast.com/p-9eJ8k4iSzux46

