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Strenghtening Global Economy

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:51 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

Signs of a strengthening global recovery energed today, with consuners
boosting retail sales, conpanies restoring stockpiles and Chinese exports
mounting a comeback. The reports hei ghtened hopes that consuners are
starting to feel nore confortable about opening their wallets after

nmont hs of building savings and reduci ng debt. Consunmer spending, which
drives npst U. S. economic activity, is vital to a sustained rebound. The
encouraging retail sales report for Novenber was a surprise. U S

retail ers have been reporting generally lackluster results for the start
of the holiday shoppi ng season. But sales rose 1.3 percent |ast nonth,
after a 1.1 percent October gain. The Commerce Departnent said it was the
heal t hi est advance since August and it was nore than double the increase
econom sts had expected. This is very encouraging now, especially under
the weight of 10 percent unenpl oynent rates.

Rainbow Center- Children & Family Services

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:50 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

Christmas is a tinme of year that typically brings famly gatherings,
retail blitzes and special nenories. However, at-risk children and

fam lies served by Rainbow Center - Children & Fam |y Services often
depict a different inage of the Christmas season to include famly

di sputes, no presents and the overwhel ning pressure to make everything
"okay" until after the holiday. Rainbow Center is caring for
approximately 62 children this holiday season through Residential Care
group hones and Bridges Foster Care honmes. Sponsorships are especially
needed to provide gifts for them Rainbow Center asks that willing
sponsors contact April Nichols or Koren Huskins at 336-667-3333. The
agency has a wish list for each child and requests that each sponsor
spend approxinmately $50 to $100 on a girl or boy served by the nonprofit.
Rai nbow Center - Children & Fam |y Services provides a full spectrum of
human services to include group hones and foster care to at-risk children
and fam lies in Ashe, Watauga, W/ kes and other counties throughout

Nort hwestern North Carolina. For nore information, call 336-667-3333.
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Harlem Globetrotters Come to Boone! - SCHOOL (97)

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:48 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks + Sports (4)

+ Students (136)

Coming of f the npst successful year in the franchise's history, with a

record- breaki ng 62 box office records and more than two nillion smiling * Transportation (37)
fans, the iconic Harlem G obetrotters bring their eye-popping 2010 * University (71
“Magi cal Menories" Wrld Tour to Boone on Tuesday, March 16, 2010, at * WEATHER (7)
ASU s Hol mes Convocation Center. Sponsored by Canpbell Soup Conpany, + Watauga (237)
Spal di ng and Anerica's Best Contacts and Eyegl asses, the Harlem - charity (11)

G obetrotters will take the court at 7:00 p.m Tickets start at $16 and - home (1)

are avail able by going to thehol mescenter.com The d obetrotters' - shopping (1)

whol esome fanily entertai nment is known worldwi de for thrilling fans

young and ol d and neking cherished family memories. Now in their 84th

consecutive season of touring the world, the G obetrotters' high-flying
show features sonme of the npbst extraordinary athletes and entertainers on

the planet. For nore information on them you can check out their website * December 2009 (47
at harlengl obetrotters.com This is a show you definitely don't want to + November 2009 (66
m ss! + October 2009 (80)

+ September 2009 (55)
» August 2009 (27)

+ July 2009 (29)

+ June 2009 (40)

* May 2009 (47)

+ April 2009 (89)

* March 2009 (117)

» February 2009 (37)
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Solar Tree Lighting at Jones House December 16th S DT
20 21 22 23 24 2526
27 28 29 30 31

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:47 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

The ASU Sust ai nabl e Energy Soci ety (ASUSES) presents the 14th annual

Sol ar Tree Lighting at the Jones House in Boone on Wednesday, Decenber
16. The tree lighting cerenpny is a traditional event which brings the
community together to celebrate the holidays. It is also a great form of
celebration for the education and support of renewable energy in Boone.
The evening's activities begin with a reception at 5:00 p.m at Galileo's
Bar & Café, where attendees are invited to enjoy dinner and drinks with

famly and friends along with live acoustic nusic from5:30 to 6:15 p.m Other Sources

At 6:30 p.m, bagpiper Casey Smith will |lead a processional to the Jones Alive in Bagh The Independent
House for the tree lighting cerempny. The tree, |ocated on the Jones All Spin Zone Link TV
House | awn, features 300 feet of LED energy-efficient |ights powered by a %}%ews R
i iti e Media Channel

sol ar panel system copst ruct ed' by the cl up nerrbers: It is traditi on for Ameritocracy Medlahans
the Boone mayor to flip the switch. The lighting will take place rain or BuzzFlash ObedNews

) : : OpedNews
shi ne. w e Pambazuka News

Consortium News

A ARG ProCon.org
Rabble

5 g 5 5 Daily Kos Real Clear Politics
Democracy Now - 2
High Country Association of Realtors Give Back e T Lalking Polnts Memo
EireDoglLake
By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:46 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks The Guardian Online Ihe Young Turks
. . . Havana Times lw.thﬂmh
Mbre than 220 nenbers of the High Country Association of Realtors Huffington Post e Lyen
recently net with giving back to the conmunity on their nminds. At the Inter Press Service

Decenber 3 general nenbership nmeeting, board nenber Patrick Morgan
presented a check for $6,000 to Watauga Habitat for Humanity President
and Real tor Al ex Hooker. The check represented $4,000 fromthe

Associ ation and a $2,000 matching grant from Homes4NC. The charitabl e
organi zation was created by the North Carolina Association of Realtors to
hel p nmore North Carolinians get into homes. Mdrrgan said the |ocal

associ ation hopes to do the sane for Avery's Habitat chapter. The group
is also taking part in the annual holiday effort for Sloop Care Assisted
Living in Avery County and Muntain Care in Watauga County. The program
isinits 13th year and nmenbers participate by donating funds and taking
filled stockings to both facilities. Group members are also helping with
the Adopt-A-Family programthat will help 45 children and their fanmlies
in Avery County this holiday season. Mre information about the High
County Associ ation of Realtors may be found at highcountryrealtors.org.
The association is conposed of menmbers in Watauga and Avery counties and
t he surroundi ng area.

WELCOME

OTHE ™" ™ ™~
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ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

ALL REAL ESTATE IS LOCAL AND SO ARE WE.

Boone Christmas Parade on Saturday

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:44 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

The Boone Christmas Parade will begin tonmorrow at 10: 00 am and is thened
"Cel ebration of Christmas,"” An estinmated 40 floats, plus plenty of groups
on foot are sure to bring the holiday spirit into town. Parade
participants start at Horn in the West, but the general public should
wat ch from sonewhere al ong West King Street. The Friends of the Watauga

County Public Library will host a post-parade reception, featuring |live
nmusic, imediately after the parade at the library. Hot chocol ate and
other hot drinks, along with "lots of cookies," will be provided, and

"kids can sit on Santa's lap and have their picture taken"--all for free.
I will be there with MIN at the parade and hope to see you all there!
L " ] -

Obama Accepts Nobel Peace Prize

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:42 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

Presi dent Barack Obama on Thursday accepted the Nobel Peace Prize,

unconf ortably acknow edging his role as a | eader at war while insisting
that conflict can be norally justified. Cbama's elevation to a variety of
wi nners al ongside the |ikes of Nelson Mandel a, Mother Teresa and Martin
Lut her King before he has even spent a year in office has sparked
international debate. Obanm said he received the award with "great

hum lity" and said conpared to sone of the giants of history who have
received this prize , his acconplishnments are slight. The US president,
who |i ke other winners received a diplom, a nmedal and 1.4 nmillion
dollars, dwelled at Iength on his responsibility fighting conflicts in
Iraq and Afghanistan, where he has just sent 30,000 extra troops. He said
War is sonetines necessary, and war is at some |evel an expression of
human feelings.

1
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Appalachian Christmas ABCs

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:41 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

A retired local teacher has spun her talents into a new children's book,
and she will be holding a signing event to celebrate it.

Francie Hall, who lives in Valle Crucis, and has spent 30 years in the
area, collaborated with another local art teacher for "Appal achian
Christmas ABCs." The picture book features rhymes on various aspects of
traditional Appalachian culture and was inspired by her first children's
book, "Appal achian ABCs. She said the new text gives you a taste of the
Appal achi ans and the nountain way of life. Hall will be signing the book
at Bl ack Bear Books in Boone from4 to 7 p.m on Mnday, Dec. 14.

R.I.P. Andy Reese

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:37 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

Andy Reese, a |long standing Watauga County Board of Education nenber and
educat or, passed away Tuesday night. A celebration of life for Andy Reese
wi Il be conducted Monday evening at 7pm at Austin & Barnes Funeral Honme
Chapel . Flowers are accepted or nenorials nmay be nade to the Watauga
Educati on Foundation for the Kate Swift Reese Schol arship Fund, PO Box

2658, Boone, NC 28607
Wy Tuy
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Council Member Rennie Brantz Sworn In

By Christina Cindrich on December 11, 2009 2:36 PM | No Comments | No TrackBacks

Boone council nenber Rennie Brantz was sworn in for his second termin
of fice Tuesday norning by mayor Loretta Cl awson. Cl awson, council nenber
Jam e Leigh and newconer Andy Ball will take the oath of office at the
regul ar neeting on Dec. 17. Brantz took the oath early due to a planned
visit to Israel fromDec. 16 to Dec. 27. Brantz is a professor of history
at Appal achian State University and co-director of the ASU office of
Judai ¢, Hol ocaust and peace studies. Brantz al so serves on the town of
Boone historic preservati on comm ssion. The Boone town council neets the
third Thursday of the month at 6 p.m in council chanbers |ocated on

Bl owi ng Rock Road.
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