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Berlin brothel offers eco-friendly discount:
Bike-riding customers pay less

LAUREN COOPER

DailyFinance Wire
Business Lessons of the Jay Leno Fiasco

Making Home Energy Management Smarter -- and a
Lot Easier

TextSize A A A E-mail More Can Taco Bell Succeed With its Copycat Fast-Food

Diet?

Berlin is now home to Germany's first eco-friendly brothel, which China Topples U.S. as No. 1 Auto Market

offers discounts to customers who arrive by bicycle or public
transport. Patrons who show a bus or tram ticket, or a bike
helmet or padlock key as proof that they didn't drive, receive a 5-
euro ($7.50) discount -- dropping the cost of a 30-minute tryst
from 50 euros ($75) to 45 euros ($67). This kind of promotion "is
something never seen before in this business in Berlin," brothel

Washington Vies with New York for Highest Office
Rents

December Chill: Employers Cut 85,000 Jobs

Employers Cut 85,000 Jobs in Dec.; Unemployment
Rate Steady at 10%

AFP/Getty Images

More DailyFinance Stories

owner Thomas Goetz tells DailyFinance. _
Newswire

AP || BloggingStocks || CNNMoney | 24/7WallSt.

Goetz, who owns Maison d'Envie (House of Desire), hoped the promotion would boost business,

which he says has been flaccid since the economic crisis began. Apparently, would-be
customers have pared back discretionary spending in all areas, including sex. Goetz and his
mother, Regina, who manages the business, bet that an environmentally friendly initiative would

Stocks mixed as traders take jobs report in stride
Economy loses 85K jobs as employers remain wary

Icelandic parliament debates bill on referendum

do the trick. "We have a problem with parking here, and it's better to come by tram, bicycle or

" . . " . . " Best Buy posts sales gains for December
foot," Regina Goetz explains. "And it's better for the environment.

UPS cutting 1,800 jobs in US, raising outlook

Wholesale inventories, sales post strong Nov gains
German Brothels Pay Taxes ALL BUSINESS: Big pay for Fannie, Freddie CEOs
GM's unit Saab starts wind-down process

Prostitution is legal in Germany, where an estimated 400,000 prostitutes sell their wares, paying Latest Financial News

taxes and even joining unions. According to some statistics, 1.2 million people visit prostitutes
each day in Germany and annual revenues for the industry are estimated at 14 billion euros ($18
billion), which brings much-needed tax money to the country. For some women, it's a way to
earn extra money: they hold full-time jobs in other professions, working shifts as prostitutes at

Follow Us

—

their convenience. Facebook Twitter RSS To Go

While women can work as freelancers, splitting the standard price of a session 50/50 with the =]
proprietor, they keep the money they make for "extra" services and tips for themselves, explains
Thomas Goetz. But for the brothel owners, there are many expenses involved in running the
business. "The economic crisis is still here in Berlin and it's hard at the moment to pay all the
costs and all the taxes," says Goetz. "We thought about how to improve our business, and after
brainstorming, this was the result." Goetz claims the discount has paid off, driving business up
10% to 20%. They now have "several hundred customers" a month, he says.

Discounts Have Helped Business

Those taking advantage of the discount are typically first-time customers, who have seen Maison
d'Envie's ads in newspapers. "They come from France and Spain -- from everywhere," says
Madam Goetz. "Our regular customers don't use the special offer." About 10% of their clients ask
for the discount, offering proof they have biked or taken the bus.

(]

2

ALEX SALKEVER

http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/ Page1/3


http://www.aol.com/
http://webmail.aol.com/?_AOLLOCAL=mail
http://www.dailyfinance.com/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/#
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/#
http://www.dailyfinance.com/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/investing/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/technology/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/economy/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/media/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/wire/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/portfolios/myportfolios
http://www.dailyfinance.com/market-news/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/about/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bloggingstocks.com/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/videos/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/earnings/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/healthcare/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/market-news/bonds
http://www.dailyfinance.com/market-news/futures
http://www.dailyfinance.com/market-news/currencies
http://www.dailyfinance.com/market-news/international
http://www.walletpop.com/
http://www.luxist.com/
http://smallbusiness.aol.com/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/help/
http://www.adobe.com/go/getflashplayer/
javascript:carouselGoL eft();
javascript:carouselGoRight();
javascript:closeDrawer();
javascript:rollUpDrawer();
http://www.dailyfinance.com/writers/lauren-cooper/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/economy/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/category/green/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/#
javascript:textSize(125);
javascript:textSize(135);
javascript:textSize(150);
http://prostitution.procon.org/viewresource.asp?resourceID=772#germany
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/#
javascript:brd.sortSelect(0);
javascript:brd.sortSelect(1);
javascript:brd.sortSelect(2);
javascript:brd.sortSelect(3);
javascript:;
javascript:brd.newCap('','','dfblogida19230687','Money','MoneyBoard','/','', '26','');
javascript:mnc_recentquotes(1);openTabsBody();
javascript:mnc_watchlist(1);openTabsBody();
javascript:openTabsBody();
http://www.dailyfinance.com/portfolios/myportfolios
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/_self
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/_self
javascript:goPort('myport');
javascript:goPort('create');
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/media/business-lessons-of-the-jay-leno-fiasco/19308978/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/company-news/making-home-energy-management-smarter-and-a-lot-easier/19308133/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/company-news/can-taco-bell-succeed-with-its-copycat-fast-food-diet/19305556/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/china-topples-u-s-as-no-1-auto-market/19308779/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/washington-vies-with-new-york-city-for-highest-office-rents/19308713/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/december-chill-u-s-economy-unexpectedly-lost-85-000-jobs/19308677/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/employers-cut-85-000-jobs-unemployment-rate-steady-at-10/19308735/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/wire/
javascript:showGenericTab('8255tab','8256',1)
javascript:showGenericTab('8255tab','13598',2)
javascript:showGenericTab('8255tab','13601',3)
javascript:showGenericTab('8255tab','13599',4)
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/stocks-mixed-as-traders-take-jobs-report/811170
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/economy-loses-85k-jobs-as-employers/719129
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/icelandic-parliament-debates-bill-on/846803
http://news.aol.com/article/best-buy-posts-sales-gains-for-december/846880
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/ups-cutting-1800-jobs-in-us-raising/846962
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/wholesale-inventories-sales-post-strong/472136
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/all-business-big-pay-for-fannie-freddie/486158
http://www.dailyfinance.com/article/gms-unit-saab-starts-wind-down-process/846749
http://www.dailyfinance.com/wire/ap
http://www.facebook.com/DailyFinance
http://twitter.com/daily_finance
http://www.dailyfinance.com/to-go#rss-feeds
http://www.dailyfinance.com/to-go
http://www.dailyfinance.com/writers/alex-salkever/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/writers/alex-salkever/rss.xml
http://www.dailyfinance.com/story/eco-friendly-berlin-brothel-offers-discounts-on-sex-to-boost-bus/19230687/
http://www.dailyfinance.com/writers/alex-salkever/

Senior Technology Writer

{n

Maison d'Envie is located in a fashionable area of Berlin called the Prenzlauer Berg, which was
formerly part of East Germany. In the recent general election, 46% of the district's votes went to
the Green party, so both mother and son had going green on their minds.
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While Regina Goetz says it's a good promotion, it hasn't given them as strong a boost as she Features Writer

had hoped. "Business hasn't improved enough," she says. "We hoped it would be better."
GENE MARCIAL B

. . o Fi I Columnist
Still, mother and son expect more lucrative times ahead once the recession lifts. "There are good naneiatomms

signs that the economy will be better in the next month or 12 months," says Thomas Goetz. "But JEEF BERCOVICI 8

at the moment, it is really hard." Media Columnist
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Lauren Cooper is a writer, editor and producer based in London. _ - '
Assistant Managing Editor

She has worked on many documentaries, including "Betting on
the Market" for Frontline and "America’s War on Poverty," which
won the duPont Silver Baton Award. She is also the creator and
producer of Culturecubs, a bilingual children's DVD series that
teaches Mandarin and English to kids...
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