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Americans Trust God 

POSTED BY TOM MCFEELY  
Friday, December 05, 2008 9:51 AM 

Some heartening news from the culture wars front: 82% of more than 9 

million respondents to an online poll support keeping “In God We Trust” on 

U.S. currency.

And while the poll is not scientific, there’s no reason to think it has been 

conducted with an intention to skew the results it in favor of faith. The poll is 

being conducted by MSNBC, which is unlikely to be accused of harboring 

biases in favor of religion in general or Christianity in particular.

The MSNBC poll was triggered by the launching in 2005 of a lawsuit by 

atheist Michael Newdow seeking to have the “In God We Trust” motto 

removed from U.S. currency on the grounds it is allegedly unconstitutional. A 

federal judge rejected the lawsuit in 2006. 

A lawsuit Newdow launched earlier alleging that it was unconstitutional for students in public schools 

to recite the phrase “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance was initially upheld in lower courts but 

was later rejected by the U.S. Supreme Court on the grounds that Newdow did not have legal 

standing to file the suit. This website provides some background on the legal arguments presented 

by both sides regarding that issue.

President-elect Barack Obama opposed efforts to remove “under God” from the Pledge of Allegiance 

in a June 2006 speech about religion and politics.

“A sense of proportion should also guide those who police the boundaries between church and 

state,” Obama said. “Not every mention of God in public is a breach to the wall of separation — 

context matters. It is doubtful that children reciting the Pledge of Allegiance feel oppressed or 

brainwashed as a consequence of muttering the phrase ‘under God.’ I didn’t.” 

— Tom McFeely 

Permalink | Filed under church-state separation, establishment clause, in god we trust, pledge of 

allegiance 

 

(Richard B. Levine)

Advertisement Advertisement

Current Issue 

 

You must login for 

access to articles 

that are marked 

.

If you subscribe to 

the print edition, 

register here to 

get a Username and 

Password. 

Not a Subscriber? 

Click here to try

4 Issues FREE!

Now you can 

subscribe to the 

digital edition of the 

Register! Save 29% 

off the print edition 

price! Click here for 

details.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Enlarge

 Enlarge

http://www.ncregister.com/daily/americans_trust_god/ Page 1 / 3

http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=3e1d33d
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=61d3019
http://www.ncregister.com/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/regional_events/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/about_the_register/
http://www.ncregister.com/site/archives/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/subscribe/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/advertise/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/donation_levels/
http://www.circlepress.org/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/resources1/
http://www.ncregister.com/info/advertising_sponsors
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/arts/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/books/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/commentary/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/culture/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/education/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/inperson/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/news/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/opinion/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/travel/
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/vatican/
http://www.ncregister.com/
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=848edb4
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=d55cc18
http://www.ncregister.com/jobs
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/umbert/umbert_the_unborn_08.12.2009
javascript:void(0);
http://www.ncregister.com/archive/umbert/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Catholic-Register/64182915497
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=39189f5
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=c5fa036
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/americans_trust_god/
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/tell_a_friend/16736/
http://www.ncregister.com/site/contact
https://secure.entango.com/donate/sTXj76HHg3F
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/author/Tom%20McFeely
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/10103521/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Newdow
http://undergod.procon.org/
http://obama.senate.gov/speech/060628-call_to_renewal/index.php
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/americans_trust_god/
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/tags/church-state_separation
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/tags/establishment_clause
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/tags/in_god_we_trust
http://www.ncregister.com/daily/tags/pledge_of_allegiance
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=266287a
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=3c444e6
http://www.ncregister.com/info/donation_levels/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.kable.com/pub/ncat/memvalidation.asp
https://www.kable.com/pub/ncat/memvalidation.asp
https://www.kable.com/pub/ncat/subdom.asp?src=VNCR
https://www.kable.com/pub/ncat/digitalsub.asp?src=6VREG
https://www.kable.com/pub/ncat/digitalsub.asp?src=6VREG
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=daf144f
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=2e7616b
http://hostimation.com/openx/www/delivery/ck.php?n=2480512


Home | About Us | Archives | Subscription Services | Donate | Advertise | RSS Daily Blog | RSS Print | Contact 

Copyright © 2009 Circle Media, Inc. All rights reserved.

Reproduction of material from this website without written permission is strictly prohibited.

Visit our sister publication, Faith&Family, at www.faithandfamilylive.com

Accessed from 77.68.44.116

Technorati Profile 

 

HOME EVENTS ABOUT US ARCHIVE SUBSCRIBE ADVERTISE DONATE STORE RESOURCES SPONSORS
 

PRINT EDITION »  ARTS  &  CULTURE BOOKS COMMENTARY CULTURE  OF  L IFE EDUCATION INPERSON NEWS OPIN ION TRAVEL VATICAN

 

    

08.12.09

Last 7 Days 30 Days 

 
DAILY UMBERT

Receive our free 

email updates!

Sign up below

  

 Daily Blog 

updates  

 Weekly Print 

Edition alerts    

 

As part of this free 
service, you will 

receive occasional 
special offers. 

More Umbert >

EMAIL SIGN UP

your email here

gfedcb

gfedcb

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Donation now!

Insightful. Informative. Uncompromisingly faithful. The National Catholic Register is more than a newspaper. It’s a 

cause. Your support for the Register funds important journalism that helps to build a Culture of Life in our nation, 

and throughout the world. Help us promote the Church’s New Evangelization by donating to the National Catholic 

Register right now. 

Click here to donate

Print Article | Email Article | Write To Us | Support Us  

Americans Trust God 

POSTED BY TOM MCFEELY  
Friday, December 05, 2008 9:51 AM 

Some heartening news from the culture wars front: 82% of more than 9 

million respondents to an online poll support keeping “In God We Trust” on 

U.S. currency.
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