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Class warfare. War on teachers. War on :
business. War in America?

Based on all the 'wars' partisan politicians claim their opponents are waging on innocent parts of
America, it's a wonder any of us are still alive. The 'war' metaphor may win media coverage and
rile voters, but it excludes the kind of debate that can actually solve problems.
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or job killer?
While the “war” metaphor may win media coverage and
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It's a miracle any of us are still alive! Taken at face value, this partisan rhetoric claims there are
wars being waged against virtually all Americans, with most of us being attacked on multiple fronts.
Obviously this rhetoric is absurd, but the war talk is worth delving into because it is absurd in
specific ways that have serious consequences.
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Memorial.
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Let us clarify what this particular war metaphor is not. It is different from the metaphor of war on
social ills such as poverty, drugs, and terrorism. Warfare might be a simplistic model for these
efforts, but we really do want to eliminate poverty, drug abuse, and terrorism, so in this sense, it is
fair to say that we are waging war against them. However, the notion that any mainstream political
faction is actually trying to harm the middle class, children, or the institution of marriage is not just
simplistic but preposterous and grotesque.

The problem is not simply one of exaggeration. If it were, the distortion would be quantitative, but
this distortion is qualitative. If partisans viewed their opponents as well intentioned but sadly
mistaken in their beliefs, they could exaggerate by calling the other side uninformed,
unreasonable, ignorant, stupid, or even idiotic.

The war metaphor means something different; it says opponents are not well intentioned but are
engaged in a purposeful attempt to harm. Opponents might even be described as smart — in their
intentional campaign to destroy segments of the American population and way of life.

RELATED OPINION: Is there room for political compromise in an era of permanent
campaigning?

ﬁ Read Comments

View reader comments | Comment on this story

Innovation »
iPhone 4S and iCloud: Never lose another file?

Science »

&

o]

ALMA telescope poised to peer into hidden corners of the
cosmos

& World »

Linl 82"

B Africa Rising: Will Ivory Coast stop
j feeding the global chocolate habit?

. USA »

Tony Romo
is not Deion
Sanders'
favorite
Cowboys

¢ quarterback

The Culture

»

Pronouncing Ralph Fiennes

World »

A shakeup for Rio de Janeiro state police

; Making a Difference

From 'fire hazard' to top advocate for disabled people

Sponsored Links

Booking Agency Fitness Speakers Bureau

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0923/Class-warfare.-War-on-teachers.-War-on-business.-War-in-America

Global News Blog: Good Reads: Back to Tahrir Squaféh
Syrians get violent, and Occupy Wall Street

Horizons: iPhone 4S adds better camera, voice
commands, many other sweeteners

About these ads

What happens when ordinary people decide to
pay it forward? Extraordinary change. See how
individuals are making a difference...

In 2010, Judith Heumann
became the first-ever
special adviser for
international disability rights
at the US State Department.
She helped found the
Center for Independent

Living in the 1970s.

Judith Heumann: from 'fire hazard' to top
advocate for disabled people

Judith Heumann learned early on that if she was
going to be part of society she'd have to fight for
the right.

Become part of the Monitor community
36K on Facebook | 12K on Twitter | 2,250 on YouTube

B e &

The Chnsttan

T IT NOW!

CSMonitor.com on Facebook

Ed Like - 39K

Sign Up Create an agcounl orlog in to see
what your friends are

recommending.

5

Drew Ryniewicz - Audition 1 - THE X
FACTOR 2011

98,796 people recommend this.

Hank Williams Jr. in hot water for
comparing Obama to Hitler

536 people recommend this.

Occupy Wall Street: flash in the pan
or beginning of a movement?

482 people recommend this.

Lettuce recall: 90 cartons of §|

Page2/3


http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0104/Is-there-room-for-political-compromise-in-an-era-of-permanent-campaigning
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0923/Class-warfare.-War-on-teachers.-War-on-business.-War-in-America/(page)/2
http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0923/Class-warfare.-War-on-teachers.-War-on-business.-War-in-America/(page)/2
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/print/content/view/print/410962
javascript:RightslinkPopUp();
http://www.csmonitormall.com/?s=csmonitor&attr=rottext
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2011/1005/iPhone-4S-and-iCloud-Never-lose-another-file
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2011/1005/iPhone-4S-and-iCloud-Never-lose-another-file
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2011/1005/ALMA-telescope-poised-to-peer-into-hidden-corners-of-the-cosmos
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2011/1005/ALMA-telescope-poised-to-peer-into-hidden-corners-of-the-cosmos
http://www.csmonitor.com/World
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/Africa-Monitor/2011/1005/Africa-Rising-Will-Ivory-Coast-stop-feeding-the-global-chocolate-habit
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/Africa-Monitor/2011/1005/Africa-Rising-Will-Ivory-Coast-stop-feeding-the-global-chocolate-habit
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Sports/2011/1004/Tony-Romo-is-not-Deion-Sanders-favorite-Cowboys-quarterback
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Sports/2011/1004/Tony-Romo-is-not-Deion-Sanders-favorite-Cowboys-quarterback
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Verbal-Energy/2011/1004/Pronouncing-Ralph-Fiennes
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Verbal-Energy/2011/1004/Pronouncing-Ralph-Fiennes
http://www.csmonitor.com/World
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/Latin-America-Monitor/2011/1003/A-shakeup-for-Rio-de-Janeiro-state-police
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/Latin-America-Monitor/2011/1003/A-shakeup-for-Rio-de-Janeiro-state-police
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2011/1003/Judith-Heumann-from-fire-hazard-to-top-advocate-for-disabled-people
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2011/1003/Judith-Heumann-from-fire-hazard-to-top-advocate-for-disabled-people
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2011/1005/Good-Reads-Back-to-Tahrir-Square-Syrians-get-violent-and-Occupy-Wall-Street
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons
http://www.csmonitor.com/Innovation/Horizons/2011/1004/iPhone-4S-adds-better-camera-voice-commands-many-other-sweeteners
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/making-a-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2011/1003/Judith-Heumann-from-fire-hazard-to-top-advocate-for-disabled-people
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2011/1003/Judith-Heumann-from-fire-hazard-to-top-advocate-for-disabled-people
http://www.facebook.com/ChristianScienceMonitor
http://www.twitter.com/CSMonitor
http://www.youtube.com/csmonitor
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=119841&trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/RSS
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/E-Readers
http://www.facebook.com/ChristianScienceMonitor
http://www.facebook.com/ChristianScienceMonitor
http://www.grabow.biz/
http://www.endlesspools.com/
http://www.playingfieldpromotions.com/religious-speakers/christian-speakers.php

Grabow Entertainment
Agency

Business Resources
Business Cards

Financial Services
Swiss Annuities

Endless Pools Swimming
Machines

Legal Services
Legal Marketing
Whistleblower

Real Estate
International Shipping
Mortgage Calculator
Moving

Moving Companies
Real Estate

Christian Speakers
Celebrity Speakers Bureau
Motivational Speakers
Bureau

Sports Speakers Bureaus

Web Services

Best Dedicated Server
Dedicated Servers
Hosting

Choose a Degree Level

I Master's QI

Choose a Career Track

ISeIect One: QI

Your Zip/Postal Code

——

ARCH NOW!

About these ads

Home About| Content Map | Contact Us | Subscribe E—Readers| Text| Specials| Multimedia | Make Us Your Home Page

Careers | Corrections | Find us online | Advertise With Us | Monitor Mall | Today's Article on Christian Science

© The Christian Science Monitor. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which this service is provided to you. Privacy Policy.

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0923/Class-warfare.-War-on-teachers.-War-on-business.-War-in-America Page 3/3


http://www.grabow.biz/
http://www.allbusinesscards.com/
http://www.swissannuities.net/
http://www.endlesspools.com/
http://www.promediaone.com/
http://www.whistleblowercenter.com/
http://www.internationalmovers.com/
http://www.nationalmortgage.com/calculators/
http://www.vanlines.com/
http://www.vanlines.com/moving.html
http://www.usrealestate.com/
http://www.playingfieldpromotions.com/religious-speakers/christian-speakers.php
http://www.allamericanspeakers.com/
http://www.nopactalent.com/
http://www.athletepromotions.com/
http://www.micfo.com/
http://www.superb.net/dedicated-servers
http://www.fatcow.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/basic/csm/contentmap
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/E-readers
http://www.csmonitor.com/textedition
http://www.csmonitor.com/Specials
http://www.csmonitor.com/Multimedia
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/popup/About/homepage.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Careers
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Corrections
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Find-us-online
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Advertise
http://www.csmonitormall.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Articles-on-Christian-Science/2011/1005/Your-mobile-home-with-God
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Terms
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Privacy-Policy

WORLD USA COMMENTARY BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT INNOVATION SCIENCE CULTURE BOOKS

All Commentary Topics  The Monitor's View  Opinion  Editor's Blog  Editorial Board Blog ~ Global Viewpoint John Hughes ~Walter Rodgers David R. Francis ~ Letters to the
Editor

e CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

ONITOR

Opinion
Class warfare. War on teachers. War on
business. War in America?

Based on all the 'wars' partisan politicians claim their opponents are waging on innocent parts of
America, it's a wonder any of us are still alive. The 'war' metaphor may win media coverage and
rile voters, but it excludes the kind of debate that can actually solve problems.

(Page 2 of 2)

Tweet

Of course, political partisans by nature believe the other side is wrong, and they believe their
opponents’ policies will injure society in some way. That's a normal, even needed part, of having
differing views. The question is why they believe their opponents are wrong.

) There are two types of reasons, one pertaining to
Related stories

hinking and on motivation. People might prom
Opinion: Conservatives vs. liberals: Before t ga d one to motivatio eople ght promote

you indoctrinate your kids, read this harmful policies because they are mistaken in their

Opinion: Can we restore compromise and evidence and reasoning, and people might promote
civility to politics?

. ) such policies because they want to harm others. The
Opinion: Why most Americans are both

liberal and conservative distinction is between means and ends. And war is not

Opinion: Cooperation in Congress? It's in our
constitutional DNA.

a mistake; it is a purposeful attempt to destroy.

Topics The “wars” cited in my list have a peculiar

Politics Government and Politics Political
Rhetoric Media Arts, Entertainment, and
Media

characteristic: They are all secret wars. The other side
never says they want to harm businesses, teachers, or
the elderly — so how do partisans know their opponents
have these intentions? Apparently, they believe they
can read their opponents’ minds. Mind reading is a non-verifiable and therefore useless basis for
policy debate.

The war metaphor might be politically useful, but it has deleterious effects on real policy
discussions — and governance. Convincing groups of voters that the other side is purposely trying
to harm them puts an end to reasoned argument by framing the situation as one requiring self-
defense against an attacker.

For fierce partisans, demonizing the other side produces cathartic feelings of angry self-
righteousness and attracts large audiences in the media, but such discourse has nothing to offer
people who are genuinely interested in figuring out effective policy options. By fundamentally
misidentifying the cause of bad policy as evil rather than error, this metaphor wrenches discussion
away from its proper emphasis on observable facts, quality of logic, and predicting the
consequences of societal actions.

RELATED OPINION: Conservatives vs. liberals: Before you indoctrinate your kids, read
this

The “war” rhetoric not only stymies real political debate, it derails the progress government (and
citizens) could make in tackling the country’s most pressing problems. Our politicians and pundits
should give up this manipulative form of rhetoric. And citizens should support leaders who
exchange this cheap emotional ploy for the hard work of evidence-based reasoning and

http://www.csmonitor.com/Commentary/Opinion/2011/0923/Class-warfare.-War-on-teachers.-War-on-business.-War-in-America/%28page%29/2
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persuasion.

An ABC News/Washington Post poll taken earlier this year found that half the American public felt
political commentators (on both the left and right) have “crossed the line in attacking the other
side.” At a time when partisan gridlock rules and only 12 percent of Americans approve of
Congress (New York Times/CBS poll), participating in constructive, fair dialogue, rather than
issuing cries of alarm and condemnation, is in politicians’ best interests.

There are a number of organizations trying to move our political debates in this fair-minded,
reason-based direction. Their websites do not offer the emotional stimulation of a hyperventilating
talk show host, but people who want to learn, think, and develop solutions for our society’s
problems would do well to start with No Labels, Constructive Debate, and ProCon.org.

Jeremy Shapiro is a psychologist and director of YouCutTheBudget.com.
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