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Proposed Georgia law would criminalize
miscarriages

A Georgia politician has introduced a bill which would make both abortions and
miscarriages punishable by death under some circumstances.

Georgia State Rep. Bobby Franklin's HB 1 bill states that: "Any person committing prenatal
murder in this state shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished as
provided in subsection (d) of Code Section 16-5-1."

This subsection says that: "A person convicted of the offense of murder shall be punished by
death or by imprisonment for life."

Although the bill states that a naturally occurring expulsion of a fetus known medically as a
'spontaneous abortion' and popularly as a 'miscarriage’ would not be considered murder as
long as there was no human involvement, some people question how there can be proof that
there was no human involvement.

"There is no clarification of what "human involvement" means, and this is hugely
problematic as medical doctors do not know exactly what causes miscarriages," wrote Jen
Phillips in Mother Jones.

"Miscarriages are estimated to terminate up to a quarter of all pregnancies and the Mayo
Clinic says that "the actual number is probably much higher because many miscarriages
occur so early in pregnancy that a woman doesn't even know she's pregnant. Most
miscarriages occur because the fetus isn't developing normally.""

She called the fact that the bill holds women responsible for protecting their fetuses from the
moment of conception ridiculous, as pregnancy tests usually are not accurate until at least
three weeks after conception.

Fox News reported that Franklin's office said he has introduced the bill each session since
2002 but it has never made it out of committee.

Last year he filed a bill to remove the word "victim" from statutes dealing with crimes such as
rape, stalking, obscene telephone contact with a child and family violence and replace it with
"accuser."
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Related News

1. Op-Ed: Christina Aguilera gives
redemptive performance at Grammy
Awards

Feb 13, 2011 by Carol Forsloff

She was fire and ice at the Grammys. In a tribute to
Aretha Franklin, Christina Aguilera paid her
penance proud, singing notes that soared almost
to heaven as she proved redemptive of her
performance of the national anthem just one week
ago.

2. Aretha Franklin, Melveen Leed to be
Honored 2011
Feb 10, 2011 by Carol Forsloff - 2 comments
Two senior women in two worlds of music will be
honored in 2011: Aretha Franklin, Queen of Soul, at

the Grammy Awards on February 13, and later in
the year Melveen Leed, Hawaii's Queen of Country.

3. Op-Ed: Aretha Franklin Deserves
Respect

Jan 9, 2011 by Joie Maccarone - 2 comments

During the month of December, the ‘Natural
Woman” Aretha Franklin underwent surgery and
according to "Dr. Feelgood," she seems to be
recovering rather nicely.

4. Vigil held for Aretha Franklin as she
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prepares to undergo surgery

A community in Detroit has gathered to hold a
prayer vigil for Aretha Franklin as she prepares to
undergo surgery. The legendary singer, dubbed the
"Queen of Soul" needs to undergo a medical
procedure for an undisclosed condition.

5. RP senator wants state firms’
allowances suspended

MANILA - Stunned by reports that executives in
government-owned and controlled corporations
(GOCC:s) are receiving as much as 25 months of
bonuses, former Senate President Franklin Drilon
has sought the suspension of their allowances.
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