
 

Federal ‘clarification’ on medical marijuana not a 

change in policy 
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A memo meant to clarify the Department of Justice (DoJ) position 

on how federal authorities should treat medical marijuana does 

not reflect any substantive change in policy from prior 

administrations, despite some reports to the contrary. 

The "clarification" was apparently needed after a prior 

"clarification" in 2009 gave many the impression that the DoJ 

would not prosecute medical marijuana patients and dispensaries 

in states that had authorized such programs.  

That document, called the "Ogden memo," did not actually provide for a change in policy, but instead 

directed U.S. attorneys to be cognizant of how they are using department resources, suggesting that 

prosecuting medical marijuana patients was not a good use of government funds. 

In an addendum to the Ogden memo released this week by the DoJ, Deputy Attorney General James Cole 

reiterates that the Ogden memo was not meant to be a change in policy and that the department is 

"committed to the enforcement of the Controlled Substances Act in all States."  

That same sentence from the Cole memo also appeared in the Ogden memo, and the point has remained 

a constant in all of Attorney General Eric Holder's public statements about marijuana. 

Cole goes on to note that since the Ogden memo's issuance, a number of very large, privately held 

medical marijuana enterprises have sprung up, and that the department should treat these as any other 

criminal enterprise as mandated by Congress. 

Cole's memo adds that the stipulations of the Ogden memo are still very much in place: the department 

does not believe prosecuting medical marijuana patients is a good use of resources.  

As for private producers of marijuana turning millions in profits -- they're fair game. 

An ABC News poll found last year that eight in 10 Americans favor legalizing medical marijuana.  

Use of the drug as recommended by doctors is currently permitted in 16 states and Washington, D.C. 

Read the Cole memo here (PDF). 

Correction: A prior version of this article said doctors could "prescribe" medical marijuana. They can only 

recommend it. 

 

blog comments powered by Disqus  

Recommend 184 recommendations. Sign Up to see what your friends recommend.

 

Change.org|Start an Online Petition  

 

 

Washington Mutual shareholders win $208 

million  

Federal appeals court halts 

forced medication of Jared 

Lee Loughner  

Lady Gaga accused of fraud in 

Japan relief efforts  

Follow Us!

 

 

Most Commented 

 

 

 

Share this story >>

Most Read 

http://rawstory.com/
http://rawreplay.com/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/go-ad-free/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/advertise/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/donate/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/about-us/about-our-company
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/contact-us/
http://www.rawstory.com/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/author/stephen/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/01/federal-clarification-on-medical-marijuana-not-a-change-in-policy//print/
http://blogs.usdoj.gov/blog/archives/192
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/10/15/holder-enforce-marijuana-laws-californians-vote/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/01/18/10-americans-favor-legalizing-medical-marijuana-poll/
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=000881
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Colememo-medicalmarijuana.pdf
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/01/federal-clarification-on-medical-marijuana-not-a-change-in-policy//print/
http://www.change.org/
http://www.change.org/petition
http://disqus.com/
http://rawstory.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=80b42ecc21f29763320aceb90&id=1b6404e40c
http://www.facebook.com/TheRawStory
http://twitter.com/rawstory
http://digg.com/rawstory
http://feeds.feedburner.com/TheRawStory
http://rawstory.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=80b42ecc21f29763320aceb90&id=1b6404e40c
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/washington-mutual-shareholders-win-208-million/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/washington-mutual-shareholders-win-208-million/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/05/federal-appeals-court-halts-forced-medication-of-jared-lee-loughner/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/05/federal-appeals-court-halts-forced-medication-of-jared-lee-loughner/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/29/lady-gaga-accused-of-fraud-in-japan-relief-efforts/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/29/lady-gaga-accused-of-fraud-in-japan-relief-efforts/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/searchers-find-bodies-likely-of-missing-colorado-hikers/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/searchers-find-bodies-likely-of-missing-colorado-hikers/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/12/10/obama-accepts-nobel-peace-prize/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/12/10/obama-accepts-nobel-peace-prize/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/12/10/obama-accepts-nobel-peace-prize/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/01/12/fearing-tea-party-violence-arizona-republicans-resign/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/01/12/fearing-tea-party-violence-arizona-republicans-resign/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/01/12/fearing-tea-party-violence-arizona-republicans-resign/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/11/30/fox-overuse-of-unprecedented/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/11/30/fox-overuse-of-unprecedented/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2009/11/30/fox-overuse-of-unprecedented/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/16/gop-senator-explain-opposes-financial-reform/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/16/gop-senator-explain-opposes-financial-reform/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/16/gop-senator-explain-opposes-financial-reform/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/26/obama-calls-power-base-action-2010-vote/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/26/obama-calls-power-base-action-2010-vote/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2010/04/26/obama-calls-power-base-action-2010-vote/
http://fwix.com/


     

Searchers find bodies likely of missing 

Colorado hikers  

Taliban attack on Kabul hotel 

kills 21  

 
newsinc 
 
blog advertising is good for you  

 

 

 

Raw Investigations 

Exclusive: After arrests, 

Orlando activists feed 

homeless at City Hall  

Activists rally to push for 

maximum sentence for NYPD 

cops acquitted of rape  

New cooperative programs 

may jumpstart HIV vaccine 

development  

Where to from here?: AIDS’ 
anniversary prompts 

speculation about the future  

Exclusive: Hackers unearth 

FBI report on ‘KopBusters’ 
filmmaker Barry Cooper  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/searchers-find-bodies-likely-of-missing-colorado-hikers/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/03/searchers-find-bodies-likely-of-missing-colorado-hikers/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/29/taliban-attack-on-kabul-hotel-kills-21/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/29/taliban-attack-on-kabul-hotel-kills-21/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/05/exclusive-after-being-arrested-orlando-activists-feed-homeless-at-city-hall/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/07/05/exclusive-after-being-arrested-orlando-activists-feed-homeless-at-city-hall/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/activists-rally-to-push-for-maximum-sentence-for-nypd-cops-acquitted-of-rape/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/activists-rally-to-push-for-maximum-sentence-for-nypd-cops-acquitted-of-rape/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/new-cooperative-programs-may-jumpstart-hiv-vaccine-development/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/new-cooperative-programs-may-jumpstart-hiv-vaccine-development/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/where-to-from-here-aids-anniversary-prompts-speculation-about-the-future/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/28/where-to-from-here-aids-anniversary-prompts-speculation-about-the-future/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/27/exclusive-hackers-unearth-fbi-report-on-kopbusters-filmmaker-barry-cooper/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/27/exclusive-hackers-unearth-fbi-report-on-kopbusters-filmmaker-barry-cooper/
http://www.blogads.com/
http://s35.sitemeter.com/stats.asp?site=s35rawstory
http://s15.sitemeter.com/stats.asp?site=s15bluelemur
http://www.quantcast.com/p-da12qeST0GrE6

