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A lot of Republicans supported the individual 
mandate 
By Ezra Klein 

Yesterday, David at the Blue Mass Group uncovered a 1994 New Republic 

article in which then-Senate candidate Mitt Romney told John Judis that if he 

were elected, he’d support John Chafee’s health-care reforms — which 

included a national individual mandate. Today, Huffington Post’s Sam Stein 

follows up with an article arguing that Newt Gingrich also has a long paper 

record attesting to his support for an individual mandate. 

I’d suggest we shouldn’t act so surprised: The individual mandate was a 

Republican policy idea. It was developed as a defense against single-payer 

health care. It was endorsed by the Heritage Foundation. George H.W. Bush 

put together a plan with an individual mandate, but left it on the shelf because 

there was no way it’d pass in a Democratic Congress. It was present in the 

two main health-care proposals that Republicans released as alternatives to 

Bill Clinton’s health-care reforms. This wasn’t policy that a few Republican 

heretics were curious about. It was something that about half of the 

Republicans in the Senate affirmatively signed onto, policy that the most 

important Republican think tank backed, policy that a Republican president 

considered proposing. I won’t go so far as to say it was official Republican 

Party policy, but it was pretty close. Look at the co-sponsors from the Health 

Equity and Access Reform Today Act, the legislation that Romney spoke 

favorably of back in 1994. I’ve bolded the names of all the Republicans who 

were active in health-care reform during the last two years.  

Robert Bennett [R-UT], Christopher Bond [R-MO], David Boren [D-

OK], William Cohen [R-ME], John Danforth [R-MO], Robert Dole [R-

KS], Pete Domenici [R-NM], David Durenberger [R-MN], Duncan 

Newt Gingrich (Getty Images) 
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Larry Craig [R-ID], Robert Dole [R-KS], Duncan Faircloth [R-NC], 

Charles Grassley [R-IA], Judd Gregg [R-NH], Orrin Hatch [R-UT], 

Jesse Helms [R-NC], Kay Hutchison [R-TX], Dirk Kempthorne [R-ID], 

Trent Lott [R-MS], Richard Lugar [R-IN], Connie Mack [R-FL], Frank 

Murkowski [R-AK], Alan Simpson [R-WY], Bob Smith [R-NH], Ted 

Stevens [R-AK], Strom Thurmond [R-SC], Malcolm Wallop [R-WY]. 

That’s a lot of Republicans who remain in perfectly good standing today. The 

idea that past support for the individual mandate is some weird quirk of 

Gingrich or Romney’s past just isn’t accurate. If you’re talking about 

Republicans who were in any way active during the 1990s, there’s a very good 

chance you’re talking about Republicans who either supported or said nice 

things about bills that included an individual mandate. 

By Ezra Klein  |  02:00 PM ET, 05/12/2011  

 

   

 

Save & Share:                          

Previous: Romney’s slides  

Next: Lunch break: Fear Elmo’s vegetarian friends  

   

RSS Feed Subscribe to The Post  

Weigh In Discussion Policy About Discussions, Badges 

 

Newest first Oldest first Most Recommended first

 

  

 

  

Other Market Data from       

  

Key Rates from       

Sign-up for e-mail newsletters and alerts and get the 

news you need delivered directly to your inbox. 
  

See all Washington Post Newsletters

Post Newsletters & Alerts

 
Enter your e-mail address

  

  

  

gfedc

Ezra Klein's Wonkbook

gfedc

Personal Finance

gfedc

TechNews Daily Report

  

  

  

  

gfedc

Local Business Alerts

gfedc

Economy & Business 
News Alerts

gfedc

Technology News 
Alerts

gfedc

Capital Business

Subscribe

 

Ways you can get us 

Mobile Podcasts 

Apps Newsletter & alerts 

Widgets RSS 

Post Store Facebook 

Photo Store Twitter 

Washington Post Live 

The Washington Post 

About Us  

Work for us  

Community Relations  

PostPoints  

Corrections/Suggestions  

Archive  

Web site 

Newspaper 

Make us your homepage  

Subscribe  

Home delivery service  

e-Replica  

Advertise 

The Washington Post 

In the newspaper  

On the web site  

Mobile  

Events  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html Page 2 / 3

http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/email/express&action=subscribe&newsletter_code=GVTSHTDN
http://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/44/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/health-care-reform/daily-dose/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/economy-watch/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/solutions/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/all-we-can-eat/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/thefix/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/hearing/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/white-house-watch/
http://theamericanscene.com/
http://baselinescenario.com/
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://time-blog.com/curious_capitalist/
http://www.marginalrevolution.com/marginalrevolution/
http://yglesias.thinkprogress.org/
http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://rortybomb.wordpress.com/
http://attackerman.firedoglake.com/
http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/
http://taxvox.taxpolicycenter.org/blog
http://blogs.tnr.com/tnr/blogs/the_treatment/default.aspx
http://atrios.blogspot.com/
http://delong.typepad.com/
http://blogs.reuters.com/felix-salmon
http://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/
http://economistsview.typepad.com/economistsview/
http://meganmcardle.theatlantic.com/
http://blogs.wsj.com/economics
http://www.ryanavent.com/blog
http://blogs.tnr.com/tnr/blogs/the_stash/default.aspx
http://www.prospect.org/csnc/blogs/tapped
http://www.weaversway.coop/blog/
http://blogs.tnr.com/tnr/blogs/environmentandenergy/default.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/good-news-and-bad-news-about-marriage/2011/05/19/AFWvQl9G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/how-our-debt-happened/2011/05/19/AFOqyk9G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-story-about-john-boehner/2011/05/19/AFvari9G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/what-larry-summers-taught-christina-romer-about-the-dollar/2011/05/19/AFSdci9G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/wonkbook-what-daniels-wouldve-brought-to-the-race/2011/05/23/AFL09f9G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Articles
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Budget
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Economics
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Health%20Reform
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Polls
http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/22/ABV7qSI_category.html?blogId=ezra-klein&cat=Unions
http://www.washingtonpost.com/Blogs/ezra-klein/archives
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bill.xpd?bill=s103-1743
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailalink?sent=no&link=http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html&title=A+lot+of+Republicans+supported+the+individual+mandate
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fblogs%2Fezra-klein%2Fpost%2Fa-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate%2F2011%2F05%2F09%2FAFi26Z0G_blog.html&t=A+lot+of+Republicans+supported+the+individual+mandate
http://twitter.com/home?status=A+lot+of+Republicans+supported+the+individual+mandate%20-%20http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html&title=A+lot+of+Republicans+supported+the+individual+mandate
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html;&title=A+lot+of+Republicans+supported+the+individual+mandate%20-%20The%20Fix;
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html
http://technorati.com/search/http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/romneys-slides/2011/05/09/AFFJLy0G_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/lunch-break-fear-elmos-vegetarian-friends/2011/03/11/AFRe10zG_blog.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_policy.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/policy/discussion_faq.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss/rss_ezra-klein
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWW
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/mobilewebsite.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/mmedia/podcastfront.htm?hpid=distribution
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/mobile/apps.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn?node=admin/email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/widgets/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/rss
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.facebook.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://twitter.com/washingtonpost
http://washingtonpostlive.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/about/
http://washingtonpostmedia.com/careers
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/community/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interactivity/corrections/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/make-homepage.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RPWE
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.washingtonpostads.com/
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php
http://advertising.washingtonpost.com/index.php/contacts
http://washingtonpostlive.com/contact


 

Contact the Ombudsman  Company 

Post Company web sites  

Partners 

© 1996- The Washington Post User Agreement and Privacy Policy Rights and Permissions Help Contact Us Ad Choices

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/a-lot-of-republicans-supported-the-individual-mandate/2011/05/09/AFi26Z0G_blog.html Page 3 / 3

mailto:ombudsman@washpost.com
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://www.washpostco.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=62487&p=irol-landing
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.whorunsgov.com/
http://www.expressnightout.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/capital_business
http://eltiempolatino.com/
http://theroot.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.trove.com/
http://tickets.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.thecapitoldeal.com/
http://www.servicealley.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm
http://help.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm#advertisingCookies

